LEADERS ENCOURAGING AIRMEN DEVELOPMENT (LEAD) PHASE II

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR OUTSTANDING AIRMEN TO ROTC (SOAR)

(APRIL 2001)

The SOAR program specifically empowers Commanders of Major Commands to select outstanding airmen to receive 2- to 4-year scholarships to a college or university offering AFROTC.  Scholarship winners separate from active duty to accept the scholarship and begin classes during the Fall term of 2002. The Air Force provides them with a scholarship of up to $15,000 per year, an annual textbook allowance of $510, and a monthly nontaxable stipend of $200-$400. The scholarship pays tuition, fees, and required books.  The scholarship does not include room and board.  In return, they must agree to accept a commission and serve on active duty for 4 years upon graduation (additional commitment may apply for those selected for aviation duty).  Commanders are responsible for seeking out their strongest performers with exceptional potential and motivating them to complete their bachelor’s degree and be commissioned through AFROTC.  Selectee applications from ACC are forwarded to HQ AFROTC for additional review to determine the top 10 percent.  Those in the top 10 percent will be awarded uncapped scholarships.

Eligibility Requirements

· Be a United States citizen. 
· Be under age 27 on June 30 of the year you will graduate and earn your commission  (30 years of age for prior service).
· Have between one and six years Time-In-Service. 

· Have at least one year Time-On-Station (Waiverable). 
· Be recommended by your immediate commander. 
· Have at least a 2.5 cumulative college grade point average (If you earned at least 24 semester hours (or 36 quarter hours) in GRADED (i.e., not CLEP, DANTES or CCAF) college credit).  If you have not earned 24+ semester hours in graded college work, you must have earned an ACT composite score of 24 or higher or an SAT combined Verbal and Math score of 1100 or more. 

· Be admitted to a school offering Air Force ROTC  and the academic major you desire to study. 

· Earn Air Force Officer Qualifying Test (AFOQT) scores of 15 or more on the Verbal scale and 10 or more on the Quantitative scale. NOTE:  AFOQT scores are waiverable for those who have taken the test twice and failed both times. 

· Pass the Air Force ROTC Physical Fitness Test, including a timed 2-mile run.
· Meet all the requirements for commissioning (physical, moral, fitness, etc.) listed in AFI 36-2013, chapter 1, and AFI 36-2005.  

· Must not be selected for reassignment prior to submission of the application.  
Basic eligibility requirements may not be waived. 

Application requirements (The Education Center staff will help with this process): 

· All College/High School Transcripts (Official or copies of official transcripts) (Note:  high school transcript is not required if candidate has 24 or more semester hours of graded college credit)

· SAT or ACT Score Reports (Required only if candidate has less than 24 semester hours of graded college credit)

· Letter of unconditional acceptance from the university or college you wish to attend.

· AF Form 56, Application & Evaluation for Training Leading to a Commission in the United States Air Force (this form along with instructions will be provided by the Education Center).

· Applicants with civil involvements (item 15 on AF Form 56) must also include an AFOATS Form 4 and a signed copy of AFOATS Form 14 for each incident.

· AFOQT Score Report - info on AFOQT is available at www.unm.edu/~rotcweb/afoqt/afoqt.html.  Call Base Testing at 3915 to schedule.
· Commissioning physical – request letter obtained from Education Center.

· Draft Academic Plan (Electronic AFOATS Form 48, Academic Plan.  Applicants must seek assistance and approval from the university or the AFROTC detachment

· Copies of all EPRs (Note: If the candidate has not received an initial EPR/APR, the AF Form 1206 is sufficient.)

· AF Form 1206, Nomination for Award, completed by the candidate’s supervisor,

· Completed Financial Plan listing projected income and expenses for each academic year. (Prepared on AFOATS Form 117)

· AFROTC Physical Fitness Test and 2-Mile Run.  Must be taken twice - Once to apply (don’t need passing scores) and once to be discharged to attend school (needs to be passing).

· Results of AFROTC Physical Fitness Test (including time on 2-mile run)

· A current Records Review Listing

· Any waiver requests as required in AFI 36-2013, para 1.2 and Table 1.2
· Letters of recommendation are not permitted. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE—Applications are due at Air Combat Command by 15 Oct of each year.  To meet that deadline, completed applications must be received by the Education Center staff by mid-September.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND FORMS CAN BE FOUND ON THE AFROTC WEBSITE: http://web1.maxwell.af.mil/afoats/enlisted/

