AIR FORCE AID SOCIETY (AFAS) VO-TECH LOAN PROGRAM
(AUG 1996)
DESCRIPTION: The AFAS Vo-Tech Loan Program is designed to provide 
education-incentive loans to spouses and children of Active Duty airmen and officers enrolled in vocational-technical programs. The focus is on the completion of certificate programs that increase student employment opportunities. No-interest loans are provided at a rate of 50 percent of unmet costs, up to $1,000, on a one-time basis only. Repayment is by member allotment, over a period twice the school program length, not to exceed two years. Upon verification of student's program completion, the Air Force Aid Society will convert twenty-five percent of the remaining loan balance to a grant. Loan checks are made to the school. Student non-enrollment, cancellation, or complete withdrawal from program covered by a Vo-Tech Loan during the school's full refund period requires the school to return/cancel/void the AFAS check or provide a lump sum repayment from the school. Partial refunds will be credited to the member's loan balance as payments.
ELIGIBILITY: All spouses and college age children of Active Duty Air Force members are eligible to apply. To apply they must: 

· be a college age child of an Active Duty member stationed at a CONUS USAF base (i.e., high school graduate who will be 23 years or younger for the duration of the school enrollment period--children who reach age 24 before or during the school enrollment period are ineligible--but, see below).
OR 

· be a spouse or independent child, residing with the Active Duty member. Based on Federal Financial Aid criteria, a student is automatically independent if he/she meets one of the following criteria:
a. is at least 24 years of age by end of enrollment period to be funded
b. is a veteran of the US Armed Forces
c. is a graduate or professional student
d. is married
e. is a ward of the court or both parents are deceased
f. has legal dependents other than a spouse
· Must attend a local (within a 50-mile radius of Langley AFB), State-approved, public institution offering vocational/technical training and be enrolled in a non-academic, certificate granting program. Non-academic is defined as a focus on job-related skills. 
Courses such as Technical Writing or Technical Mathematics for Electronics meet the criteria. Courses such as English Composition or US History do not. Too, correspondence courses do not qualify. Students enrolled in Associate or higher degree programs are not 
eligible to apply. The key factor is that the program must prepare individuals for gainful employment in recognized occupations.
NOTE: Thomas Nelson Community College offers a variety of diploma and certificate programs that meet the vocational/technical requirement.
HOW DO I APPLY? 

· Pick up a Vo-Tech Loan Application at the Base Education Center. 
· Both sponsor and student complete the form and return it to the Base Education Center. Applications must be submitted within the first 30 days of vo-tech commencement for programs 12 months in length or less. For vo-tech programs longer than 12 months, applications must be submitted before final 11 months of program. Applications received after those deadlines will be accepted; however, they will be considered on a case by case basis by HQ AFAS. It should be noted that applications for assistance will be authorized for up to a maximum of 12-months attendance in a vo-tech certificate program. 
WHAT HAPPENS THEN? 

· The Base Education Officer conducts an initial review for completeness and meeting submission deadline, and validation of the application to ensure that it meets the loan criteria 
· The Air Force Aid Society Officer certifies validated applications and submits the data to Headquarters Air Force Aid Society for review and consideration. (NOTE: The student or sponsor must not have an AFAS Education or Emergency Assistance Loan 
that is uncollectible or delinquent, nor owe a refund on an AFAS Spouse Tuition Assistance Program (STAP) for academic studies.) 
· The Headquarters Air Force Aid Society staff processes the data provided by the local AFAS Officer. Key considerations at that level deal with current indebtedness status with the AFA and service retainability. The results are provided to the local AFAS Officer 
who either issues an award letter or a letter disapproving the loan. The local AFAS Officer disburses the funds to the school on behalf of the student with approved loans.
ONE IMPORTANT NOTE--THE SIMPLE PROCESS OF SUBMITTING THE APPLICATION IS NO GUARANTEE OF APPROVAL. 
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, CONTACT EITHER THE AIR FORCE AID SOCIETY OFFICER LOCATED IN THE FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER, TELEPHONE 764-3990, EXTENSION 0, OR THE BASE EDUCATION CENTER, TELEPHONE 764-2962.
