MONTGOMERY GI BILL FOR THOSE 

WHO WERE FORMERLY ENTITLED TO THE OLD GI BILL

 (January 2002)

The Old GI Bill.  Those who entered active military service for the first time prior to 1 Jan 77, including those who came on active duty in 1977 but enlisted in 1976 under the delayed enlistment program.  They qualified for benefits under the Old GI or Vietnam Era GI Bill.  Those who qualified under this bill earned a month and a half of entitlement for every month they served up to 45 months of entitlement.  They were able to use their benefits in-service or after they separated.  Members who used their benefits in-service were reimbursed their tuition up to $376 a month as a full time student.  Entitlement to benefits under this bill expired on 31 Dec 89.  However, one of the provisions of the Montgomery or new GI Bill (MGIB) (PL98-525) was a conversion feature that applied only to those Vietnam Era GI Bill eligibles who were on active duty on 19 October 1984 and served continuously until at least through 30 June 1988.  Those who qualify had up to 36 months of their remaining entitlement converted to the MGIB.  They are entitled to one half of their monthly benefit under the old GI Bill plus $300 per month for every month remaining on their entitlement or 36 months whichever is the lesser.  Effective 1 Oct 91, the $300 additive was upped to $350 per month, up again to $400 effective 1 Apr 93, again on 1 Oct 94 to $404.88, again on 1 Oct 95 to $416.62, on 1 Oct 96 to 423.66, on 1 Oct 97,  to $439.85, on 1 Oct 98 to $528, on 1 Oct 99 to $536, on 1 Oct 00 to $552, on 1 Nov 00 to $650, on 1 Oct 01to $768 and now it went up to $988.  The total number of months of entitlement under both the old and new GI Bill may not exceed 48 months.  

The conversion process, in most cases, provides a greater monthly benefit over a reduced length of time, especially for those who have never used any of their Old GI Bill entitlements.  For example, under the Old GI Bill the most that an inservice user could expect was reimbursement of tuition and some fees up to $376 per month as a full time student.  Under the Old GI Bill converted to the MGIB, the inservice student may now expect reimbursement, effective 1 Jan 02 of tuition and some fees up to $988 a month as a full time student.  Incidentally, there are special provisions for some who had a break in service after 19 October 1984 or who did not serve the full three-year qualifying service after 30 June 1985.

Support for flying training (except for private pilot license) was restored on 30 Sep 90 at the rate of 60% of the approved charges for the course.  Payment for solo hours was restored on 1 Oct 92.  Specific details concerning eligibility, entitlements, and application procedures can be obtained at the Langley Education Center.  Forms can usually be obtained from the VA representative at the school you wish to attend or the Base Education Center.

Service members using their veterans education benefits while on active duty are entitled to reimbursement of tuition and most fees up to $988 per month as a full time student via the Top Up program.
Old GI Bill convertees to the MGIB have 10 years from the date of last discharge or 1 Jan 90, whichever is later, to deplete their benefits.

The following is the schedule of benefits for veterans (those who have separated):

   MONTHLY BENEFIT FOR OLD GI BILL UNDER NEW MGIB (Eff 1 Nov 2000) 

	Veterans
	No Dependents
	One Dep
	Two Dep
	Ea Addl Dep

	Full Time
	988
	1024
	1055
	$16.00

	3/4 Time
	741.50
	768
	791.50
	$12.00

	Half Time
	494
	512
	527.50
	$8.50


Less than half time


Tuition and fees (T&F) not to

but more than quarter time 

exceed the rate of $494

One quarter time


T&F not to exceed the rate of $247

DVA telephone 1-888-442-4551, Web site is http://www.gibill.va.gov/education

