Air Force Academy
(DEC 1996)
The Air Force Academy offers cadet appointments to candidates with the strongest potential to become successful career officers.
Active duty airmen who meet eligibility requirements may compete for one of the 85 spaces reserved by Congress in each entered class for active duty airmen. The advantage for active duty airmen is that they do not need any other status to apply (e.g., Congressional Appointment). 
Application period: Applicants may apply between 1 May and 31 Jan. 
Relevant Eligibility Requirements: 
· Age: Must be at least 17 and not have passed your 23d birthday on 1 July of the year of entry into the Academy.
· Citizenship: Must be a citizen or national of the United States.
· Personal Standards: Must exhibit the highest standards of moral character, personal conduct, and integrity. Applicants will be required to explain or clarify any of the following circumstances:
a. Is or was a conscientious objector.
b. Appointment would be inconsistent with national security interests.
c. Conviction by court-martial of other than a "minor offense" or conviction of a felony by a civilian court.
d. Elimination from any officer training program or any preparatory school of the Army, Navy, or Air Force academies for military ineptitude, indifference, or undesirable traits of character. This includes any person who resigned in lieu of impending charges or who eliminated by official action.
e. Habitual alcohol misuse or drug abuse which exceeds Air Force standards is disqualifying.
f. Behavior, activity, or association showing applicant’s conduct is incompatible with exemplary standards of personal conduct, moral character, and integrity.
· Marital Status. Be unmarried and have no legal obligation to support a child, children, or any other person.
· Other requirements: Medically qualified, satisfactory results on Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or American College Testing (ACT) Test, and pass the Candidate Fitness Test.
The application is a two step process 

1. The first step requires that you prepare an AF Form 1786, Application for Appointment to the USAF Academy Under Quota Allocated to Enlisted Members of the Regular and Reserve Components of the Air Force, attach copies of your high school and, if you have any, college transcripts, along with test results on your SAT or ACT if those results are not included in your high school transcript. The application is submitted to your unit commander for review and indorsement and then submitted to the Air Force Academy for review and evaluation. 

· How does that happen? Come to the Base Education Center and ask to see a counselor and advise the counselor of your intention to apply. 
a. The counselor will review the eligibility requirements with you and help you collect the documents that you need to submit the AF Form 1786. The counselor will also help you arrange for any required testing and provide you an AF Form 1786 for you to complete.
b. Once all the documents are available (including testing results), the counselor will prepare a letter for you to take to your unit commander. The unit commander completes his/her part of the process and returns the AF Form 1786 to the Education Center.
c. The counselor takes action to ensure that your personnel records are adjusted to include an Assignment Availability Code reflecting your application status.
2. The second step of the process is initiated by the Air Force Academy. 
. If you do not meet the requirements to compete for an appointment, the Academy will notify you that you will not be invited to apply and they will give you the reason for not extending the invitation. 
a. If you do meet the requirements to compete, the Academy will provide you with a formal application and an invitation to apply. 
Questions?? Concerns?? Call 764-2962 and ask for a counselor?
