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The United States Air Force Academy Preparatory School (USAFAPS) is located at the United States Air Force Academy in Colorado. Its mission is to prepare, motivate, and evaluate selected personnel who meet special Air Force needs both for admission to and success in the Air Force Academy. The USAFAPS provides in-depth instruction in mathematics, English, and the basic sciences. In 1994, The Chief of Staff implemented the LEAD program--Phase I of the LEAD program relates to the USAFAPS. LEAD info is contained at the end of this fact sheet. 

Application period: Applicants must submit their initial application by 31 Jan and complete all of the steps to admission by 15 Mar for entry into the class beginning the following summer. 

Eligibility: 

-Age: Must be at least 17 and not have passed your 22nd birthday on 1 July of the year of entry into the Prep School

-Citizenship: Must be a citizen or have been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence under the applicable provisions of the Immigration and Nationality Act.

-Personal Standards: Applicants must have no record of Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) convictions or civil offenses beyond minor violations; no history of drug or alcohol abuse; and no prior behaviors, activities or associations incompatible with Air Force standards.
-Marital Status. Be unmarried and have no dependents.

-Prior College. Normally, applicants must not have previously attended college on a full-time basis or attended a US service academy or service academy preparatory school. If you have, you may still apply and the USAFA/RR (the Academy Registrar) will make a determination concerning your status.

-Other requirements: Medically qualified and satisfactory results on Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or American College Testing (ACT) Test.

The application is a three step process

-The first step. Just as soon as you determine that you want to apply for the Prep School, stop by the Education Officer and complete an AF Form 125. We’ll send that in to the Air Force Academy and they will send you an application.

-The second step requires that you prepare an AF Form 1786, Application for Appointment to the USAF Academy Under Quota Allocated to Enlisted Members of the Regular and Reserve Components of the Air Force, attach copies of your high school and, if you have any, college transcripts, along with test results on your SAT or ACT if those results are not included in your high school transcript. The application is submitted to your unit commander for review and indorsement and then submitted to the Air Force Academy for review and evaluation.

--How does that happen? Come to the Base Education Center and ask to see a counselor and discuss with the counselor of your intention to apply. 

---The counselor will review the eligibility requirements with you and help you collect the documents that you need to submit the AF Form 1786. The counselor will also help you arrange for any required testing and provide you an AF Form 1786 for you to complete.

---Once all the documents are available (including testing results), the counselor will prepare a letter for you to take to your unit commander. The unit commander completes his/her part of the process and returns the AF Form 1786 to the Education Center.

---The counselor takes action to ensure that your personnel records are adjusted to include an Assignment Availability Code reflecting your application status.

-The third step of the process is initiated by the USAFAPS. 

--If you do not meet the requirements to compete for an appointment, the school will notify you that you will not be invited to apply and they will give you the reason for not extending the invitation. 

--If you do meet the requirements to compete, the school will provide you with a formal application and an invitation to apply. 

 
LEAD Program--Phase I 
The Chief of Staff has allocated 50 spaces in each USAFAPS class to the major commands*. Each major command is allocated a quota 

--All applicants are automatically considered for the LEAD Phase I program--no special process is involved, initially. Air Force active duty applicants who have applied for but did not meet the requirements for direct appointment to the Academy but meet the requirements to compete for the USAFPS are also considered for the LEAD Phase I program.

--If the number of qualified applicants does not exceed the major command quota, the Academy Registrar issues selection certificates to the major command for formal presentation.

--If the number of applicants from the major command exceeds the quota for the command, the Academy Registrar provides the major command a rank order listing of qualified command finalists with ACT/SAT scores 

---Education Centers forward to the major command the following documents for each command finalist ----copies of all EPRs/APRs (if candidate has not yet received an initial EPR, the candidate’s supervisor/initial endorsing official must complete an AF Form 1206, Nomination for Award, addressing the following topics:

.. Leadership and Job Performance in Primary Duty

.. Significant self-improvement

.. Leadership Qualities

.. Air Force/Civilian Awards, Prizes, Titles

.. Other Accomplishments (including extracurricular activities)

.. Articulate and Positive Representative of the Air Force

----Copies of any letters of recommendation

---The command evaluation board ranks qualified command candidates for the USAFPS and submits the list to the major air commander for approval

---The major command notifies the Academy Registrar of the airmen selected by the major air commander to fill the command allocation 

---The Academy Registrar confirms the command selections and forwards selection certificates to the major command for formal presentation 

--Selected candidates enter USAF Prep School in July of the year selected.

Questions? Call 764-2962 and ask for a counselor or make an appointment see one.

*This fact sheet describes the Air Combat Command process; however, it will probably be essentially the same for all major commands. The education center staff is available to assist regardless of your major command of assignment. 
