1FW YEAR 2000 CHRONOLOGY

 
	1 Jan
	Langley and 1FW leadership breathed a sigh of relief as Y2K settled in with no interruptions of computer or communications systems throughout the base. 

	 
	 

	3 Jan
	On the first day of work in the year 2000, the 1FW conducted its first Safety Day of the millennium, halting operations to focus on safety. 

	 
	 

	6 – 8 Jan
	The 1FW participated in Self-Initiated Operational Readiness Exercise (SIORE) 00-3, a Phase I exercise to prepare for an upcoming Air Combat Command ORI scheduled for February, 2000.  

	 
	 

	14 Jan 
	The wing’s first and only Command Chief Master Sergeant, since the position replaced wing Senior Enlisted Advisor, Bruce Robinson retired from active duty before a full house at the Bayside Enlisted Club.  

	 
	 

	16 Jan 
	Chief Joseph Frazier assumed duties as 1FW Command Chief Master Sergeant, replacing Chief Bruce Robinson.

	 
	 

	23-25 Jan
	The worst snowstorm since 1996 hit Hampton Roads and Langley AFB as 6.4 inches of snow caused most 1FW troops to stay home for three consecutive days.  

	 
	 

	27 Jan
	In a press conference (delayed two days by the aforementioned snowstorm) at the Bayside Enlisted Club, Air Force officials announced that Langley Air Force Base was the “preferred alternative” as the first operational home for the F-22 Raptor.  

	 
	 

	31 Jan – 29 Feb
	Members of the 1st Medical Group constructed their new Expeditionary Medical Support Deployment Package adjacent to the War Reserve Material Warehouse, building 222.    

	 
	 

	7-17 Feb
	The Air Combat Command Inspector General conducted a Phase I Operational Readiness Inspection of the 1st Fighter Wing in conjunction with a real-world deployment to Operation NORTHERN WATCH.   

	 
	 

	08 Feb 
	General John Jumper assumed command of Air Combat Command, replacing General Ed Eberhart, becoming ACC’s fifth commander.

	 
	 

	14 Feb-11 Mar
	The 74th Air Control Squadron deployed 23 personnel to Wright Army Air Field, Ft Stewart, Georgia to participate in the air control portion of the All Service Combat Identification Evaluation Team, 2000 Exercise.  

	 
	 

	15-16 Feb 
	The 1st Fighter Wing joined the Air Expeditionary Force concept supporting AEF number 6 as the 27th Fighter Squadron deployed six aircraft and 120 personnel to Operation NORTHERN WATCH, Incirlik, Turkey marking the first time the wing has sent a comprehensive force to ONW. 

	 
	 

	23 Feb – 10 Mar
	The 71st Fighter Squadron deployed eleven aircraft and 159 personnel to Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Florida to participate in flying operations at the All Service Combat Identification Evaluation Team, 2000 Exercise.  

	 
	 

	28 Feb – 17 Mar
	The 94th Fighter Squadron deployed 10 F-15’s and 116 personnel to Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada to support the Weapons Instructor Course.

	 
	 

	28 - 29 Feb 
	Six F-15C Eagles  and 55 personnel from the 27th Fighter Squadron left for Keflavik Naval Air Station, Iceland to support the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s agreement to patrol the Icelandic Defense Zone. 

	 
	 

	8-9 Mar
	Wing plans and programs personnel conducted Exercise BROKEN ARROW, a major accident response exercise that simulated a nuclear- armed plane crash on Langley AFB.
[1] 

	 
	 

	10 Mar 
	Three members of the 1st Mission Support Squadron deployed to Mozambique, Africa to assist Operation ATLAS RESPONSE, a flood disaster relief effort.  They tracked the arrival, location, and departure of all U.S. military forces associated with the operation. 

	 
	 

	29 Mar
	Aircraft 82-022 assigned to the 27FS experienced break failure upon landing at Incirlik, Turkey.  The aircraft overran the runway and came to rest 140 feet off the pavement, causing over $7,000 damage.  No one was injured.  

	 
	 

	31 Mar
	One firefighter of the 1st Civil Engineer Squadron deployed to Manta, Ecuador on 31 March to provide fire department support for two Navy P-3’s based out of Puerto Rico.  This individual joined other firefighters from AEF 5 to provide a 24-hour presence at the location.  

	 
	 

	08-21 Apr  
	The 71st Fighter Squadron deployed eleven F-15C aircraft and 150 personnel to Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada to participate in Exercise RED FLAG 00-3.  

	 
	 

	09 –15 Apr 
	The 74th Air Control Squadron deployed 100 personnel to Ft A.P. Hill, Virginia to perform a quarterly training exercise.  

	 
	 

	10 Apr 
	Colonel Stephen M. Goldfein assumed command of the 1st Fighter Wing in a ceremony at Memorial Park, replacing Col Felix Dupré.  

	 
	 

	12 Apr
	Eight members of the wing’s 1MDG, 1st Dental Squadron, six dentists and two dental technicians deployed to Dover AFB, DE for the unpleasant task of identifying the dental remains 19 Marines killed in a MV-22 Osprey crash on April 8 near Tuscon, Arizona.  

	 
	 

	12-17 Apr
	The 1FW/Langley Fire department conducted six consecutive days of extensive training focusing on confined space rescue.

	 
	 

	24 Apr
	The 1st Medical Group opened the Prime Eagle Satellite Clinic in the Denbigh area of Newport News adjacent to the Mary Immaculate Hospital, to provide services to the military communities TriCare patients.   

	 
	 

	28 Apr
	The 1st Support Group organized and conducted a “Spring Fling” at Langley’s Eagle Park, an entertainment venue design as a family appreciation day for all LAFB personnel.

	 
	 

	28 Apr
	Cargo aircraft joined Langley fighter jets as Air Mobility Command traffic that normally transited through Norfolk Naval Air Station began temporary operations on the west end of the flightline.  

	 
	 

	04 May
	Wing and base personnel were stung by the computer “love bug” virus that shut down computer networks basewide until the 1st Communications Squadron exterminated over 300,000 emails containing the potentially harmful virus.

	 
	 

	8-10 May 
	The 1FW put its war fighting capabilities to the test in a Self-Initiated Operational Readiness Exercise, Phase II, that tested the troops ability to operate and survive in a deployed scenario under varying conditions.

	 
	 

	12 May 
	Col Stanley Kresge assumed command of the 1st Operations Group, replacing Col John Day.  

	 
	 

	16 May
	Chaplain Jan Dickens rushed into a burning house in Suffolk, VA and likely saved the lives of his neighbors and their pet.

	 
	 

	22 May 
	The 1FW held its’ second Safety Day of the year in preparation for the 101 critical days of summer.  The overall purpose was to promote safety awareness and the dangers associated with summer activities.

	 
	 

	24-26 May
	The 1FW Plans office conducted a hurricane exercise to coincide with the upcoming Atlantic hurricane season. 

	 
	 

	27 May
	The 74ACS departed for Kuwait to support AEF 7 and OPERATION Southern Watch, a 102-day deployment to enforce the UN sanctioned no-fly zone, marking the first time an ACS aligned with a numbered AEF deployment cycle.  

	 
	 

	02 Jun 
	Volunteers cleaned trash from Langley’s shores on the annual Clean-the-Bay Day, a regional effort designed to promote enviromental health in the Chesapeake Bay region. 

	 
	 

	02 Jun 
	Lt Col Bob Bledsoe assumed command of the 71st Fighter Squadron replacing Lt Col Jimmy Clark.

	 
	 

	10 - 24 Jun
	The 71FS deployed eight aircraft, 23 pilots, and 117 maintenance personnel to Exercise COMBAT ARCHER, Tyndall AFB, FL 

	 
	 

	12 June 
	Thirteen members of the 1st Security Forces Squadron departed for a 90-day stint in Kuwait, providing security at Al Jaber Air Base.

	 
	 

	 16 Jun 
	Ninth Air Force Commander Lt Gen Charles Wald visited the 1FW and addressed several issues including aircraft maintenance, pilot training, enlisted manpower, and base medical programs.  

	 
	 

	16 Jun 
	Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force Fredrick Finch visited Langley and the 1FW and spoke to Airman Leadership School class 2000-E.

	 
	 

	17 Jun 
	The last of 407 airlift missions that included over 3,000 tons of cargo departed Langley Air Force Base as Air Mobility Command aircraft from Chambers Field, Norfolk Naval Station concluded temporary operations set up at LAFB due to airfield repair in Norfolk.   

	 
	 

	20-22 Jun
	The 27FS flew 327 sorties during a three-day surge period and 113 sorties on 21 Jun, both unofficial wing records.  

	 
	 

	27 Jun 
	Lt Col Joan Cornuet assumed command of the 1st Supply Squadron replacing Lt Col Terry Spann.

	 
	 

	27 Jun 
	Major Perry Oaks assumed command of the 1st Logistics Support Squadron, replacing Major John Anderson.

	 
	 

	29 Jun
	Severe thunderstorms during flight damaged two F-15C aircraft, including an antenna assembly with a replacement cost of $160,000.  

	 
	 

	30 Jun
	Col James E. Reed assumed the position of 1FW Vice Commander, replacing Col John R. Rivers.  

	 
	 

	07 Jul 
	Lt Col Vincent Valdespino assumed command of the 1st Communications Squadron, replacing Lt Col Slavec-Easterly. 

	 
	 

	13 Jul 
	Air Combat Command and the 1st Fighter Wing organized and performed a retreat ceremony to recognize veterans of the Korean War in conjunction with the 50th anniversary of that conflict’s beginning.  

	 
	 

	14 Jul
	The wing prepared base facilities for a ceremony conducted by ACC to officially name the “Spirit of America,” the final B-2 Bomber off the assembly line.  Ironically, the aircraft, originally a prototype, was also the first B-2 to fly in 1989.

	 
	 

	18 Jul
	A fire caused severe damage to a 4-plex in the Bethel Manor housing area and caused over $82,000 in damage at 1913B Lee Ct.  No one was injured but a family dog was killed.

	 
	 

	20 July
	A collision occurred between a 1FW F-15 Eagle and an Osprey (the actual bird) over the base, causing approximately $700,000 damage to the jet.  The aircraft managed to land safely.  

	 
	 

	24 July
	Record rainfall struck Langley causing a flash flood and over $30,000 worth of property damage.  More than six inches of rain fell in six hours, surpassing the previous July single rainfall total of 3.57 inches.  

	 
	 

	25 Jul – 5 Aug
	A member of the 1st Security Forces Squadron and his bomb detection dog, Tino, deployed to the Republican National Convention in Philadelphia to bolster security at the event. 

	 
	 

	01-11 Aug
	The wing tested it’s ability to execute an initial response tasking in support of a fictional show of force in northern Africa during SIORE 00-5. 

	 
	 

	11 Aug
	A contingent of 1FW troops, led by the 71st FS, deployed to Incirlik Air Base, Turkey as the lead unit for AEF 10.  The 71FS replaced the 94FS who served as a support unit for AEF 9 at the same location.  

	 
	 

	11 –20 Aug
	Langley’s runway closed for repair and temporarly forced the wing’s flying squadrons and base tenant units on base to move operations to various locations worldwide.  

	 
	 

	14 Aug
	The Virginia Industries for the Blind re-opened the Langley Self-Service Supply Store, commonly referred to as Individual Equipment Issue (IEU), in the 1FW Supply Building.

	 
	 

	18 Aug
	The Automated Digital Information Network (AUTODIN) switching system closed, now fully replaced by the Defense Message System (DMS), used to send and receive classified messages on Langley.   

	 
	 

	01 Sep
	The sixth fire of the year in base housing caused $11,000 in damage at 1534 3rd St. in Bethel Manor.  An improperly placed lamp caused the fire.

	 
	 

	06 Sep
	Thirteen members of the 1st Security Forces Squadron returned from a three month deployment to Eskan Village, Saudi Arabia.

	 
	 

	07 Sep
	Race car drivers from the National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR) competed with 1FW crews in a weapons load competition on the Langley flightline.  Participating celebrities included Dale Earnhardt, Dale Jarrett, Bobby Labonte, Dale Earnhardt Jr., Matt Kenseth.        

	 
	 

	14 Sep
	The 1FW Command Post and 119th Air National Guard Detachment received a surprise inspection from the Northeeast Air Defense Sector Alert Force inspection team.  The units response to a scramble order received an “Outstanding” rating.     

	 
	 

	17 Sep 
	Troops from the 1st Security Forces Squadron won second place in the annual ACC Contending Warrior security forces competition at Indian Springs Air Force Auxiliary Field, Nev.   

	 
	 

	23 Sep
	Benny, a 1st Security Forces Squadron drug dog, and SSgt Piskorski, his handler, nabbed $1.2 million worth of drugs during a tour of duty at Baltimore-Washington International Airport. 

	 
	 

	28 Sep
	A ceremony at the 1CES pavilion recognized the accomplishments of the 1CES Self-Help Team, a group that facilitated several construction projects throughout Langley and saved approx, $250,000 in FY2000. 

	 
	 

	01 Oct 
	The 1FW ended fiscal year 2000 with 13, 396 sorties and 20,327 flying hours, the highest totals achieved in the past five years.  

	 
	 

	02 Oct
	Renovation began on Air Combat Command Headquarters building, a famed Langley landmark, with an estimated completion date of April, 2001.  Building occupants will relocate to 180 Benedict Ave, building 558.

	 
	 

	06 Oct
	An F-15 wing jet assigned to the 71FS landed safely after hydraulic failure and destruction of approximately 80 percent of the left vertical and horizontal stabilizer.  

	 
	 

	06 Oct 
	An event dubbed “Barbeque Under the Stars” provided around 5,000 wing and base members a cookout with free food.  The occasion was for leadership to say thanks for the contribution of all “Team Langley” members.     

	 
	 

	10 Oct
	Colonel Keith Bell assumed command of the 1st Support Group, replacing Colonel Daniel Koslov.  

	 
	 

	13 Oct
	Wing members coordinated a three-day clothing drive called “Clothes from the Heart,” from whence they collected 1,800 pounds of clothing for a local area emergency shelter in Chesapeake. 

	 
	 

	16 Oct
	In an effort to restore the underwater seabed’s around the LAFB waterfronts, more than one dozen divers planted 4,500 pieces of seagrass, hoping to provide enhanced habitat for crabs, clams, fish, and other salt water creatures.  

	 
	 

	16-20 Oct
	Members of the 1st Supply Squadron formed a team placed 16th among 43 teams at the Air Force Roadeo competition at Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ.  This years competitions focused on tasks required of units at bare-base facilities.     

	 
	 

	21-22 Oct
	The 1FW and Langley AFB hosted approximately 175,000 people for the year 2000 airshow, “Airpower over Hampton Roads.”  Acts included the USAF Thunderbirds and ACC’s East Coast Demo Team.   

	 
	 

	27 Oct 
	Aircraft 81-0026, a 1FW F-15 deployed to Turkey, experienced a retraction of the nose landing gear during maintenance.  No personnel were injured but monetary damages exceeded $150,000.  

	 
	 

	29 Oct
	Singer, actress, and reverend Della Reese conducted services at the Base Chapel and signed autographs at the BX afterwards.

	 
	 

	03 Nov
	First Fighter Wing troops in Saudi assumed Threat Condition Delta and THREATCON Charlie in Turkey due to bombing of the Navy ship USS Cole and intelligence info gathered in the regions.  Langley’s THREATCON remained normal but security forces took additional measures, including increased scrutiny at base entry gates and increased boat patrols along the Back River.  

	 
	 

	06-08 Nov
	The wing received a test of it’s ability to operate at a deployed location in a wartime scenario during a Self Initiated Operational Readiness Exercise, SIORE 01-1, practice for the ACC ORI scheduled for March, 2001.  Exercise results and ratings can be found in Chapter 3.  

	 
	 

	13 Nov
	The wing conducted a safety-training day, including briefings within the squadron and competitions such as weapons loading that emphasized aspects of operational safety.

	 
	 

	15 – 19 Nov
	Langley’s F-15 East Coast Aerial Demonstration Team performed acrobatics at General Jose Antonio Anzoategui International Airport, Barcelona, Venezuela.  The event marked the first time an ACC unit formally performed in Venezuela.

	 
	 

	17 Nov
	Lt Col Kevin Martin assumed command of the 94FS, replacing Lt Col Brett Williams.

	 
	 

	20 Nov
	Base leaders stabbed the barren earth with shovels during a groundbreaking ceremony for construction of a base dormitory, the first of six slated to be built in the next eight years.

	 
	 

	20 Nov 
	Laura Bateman, widow of recently deceased Congressman Herb Bateman (R-Va), presided over ribbon-cutting ceremonies at Langley’s new base library.  The library was named for Congressman Bateman, a long-time supporter of Langley and the base populace.  

	 
	 

	24 Nov
	Troops of the 1st Supply Squadron served as evaluators for a new supply computer user interface system termed Integrated Logistics System-Supply.   Langley was one of three test sites for the new computer program. 

	 
	 

	29 Nov
	The 1st Fighter Wing received it’s fifth Air Force Outstanding Unit Award for the period of 1 June 1998 – 31 May 2000, for participation as a lead unit for the new Air Expeditionary Forces, presence at Operations SOUTHERN WATCH and DESERT FOX, and a highly rated command directed Operational Readiness Inspection.  

	 
	 

	30 Nov – 06 Dec
	The majority of 1FW members deployed in support of AEF 10 returned from Iceland, Turkey, and other assorted locations.   See Chapter 2, Deployments.

	 
	 

	14 Dec
	1st District Congresswoman-elect Jo Ann Davis visited Langley and 1st Fighter Wing services facilities.  


 

 





