	2 Jan 1997
	Col William D. Carpenter replaced Col Felix Dupre as 1st Fighter Wing Vice-Commander. 

	 
	 

	3 Jan 1997
	Four F-15s from the Wing ( 1-94th , 1-27th , and 2-71st ) and 60 personnel left for Keflavik Iceland to monitor the Icelandic Defense Zone 

	 
	 

	6 Jan 1997
	Col James A. Marker Jr. assumed the position of 1st Fighter Wing Inspector General from Col Donald G. Belle. 

	 
	 

	15 Jan 1997
	Upon Col Guillermo Ibarra’s movement to 1st Support Group Deupty Commander, Col Kenneth P. Shelton assumed command of the 1st Civil Engineer Squadron

	 
	 

	17 Jan 1997
	Lt Col Todd W. Klopp assumed command of the 1st Contracting Squadron from Lt Col Dominick J. Pecora. 

	 
	 

	31 Jan 1997
	The 1st Fighter Wing (FW) stood down for a safety day. The days activities, focusing on both on and off-duty safety, included flying squadron competitions in a flight simulation event, preflight inspection, and weapons load. Base personnel also received mass briefings, which included a motivational speech by local television and radio personality Don DeIulio.

	 
	 

	31 Jan 1997
	A Grumman AA5, dual-seat, single engine, private plane crashed in the Back River, short of Langley Air Force Base's runway. SrA Alan Kratzer, from the 1st Fighter Wing's Fire Department, rescued the 69-year-old pilot, who could not swim. The pilot was treated at the 1st Medical Group's Hospital, and released within one hour.

	 
	 

	10-13 Feb 1997
	The 1st Fighter Wing conducted a phase-one self initiated operational readiness exercise. The exercise measured the Wing’s ability to deploy 12 F-15s to Southwest Asia and provide sustainable air supremacy. 

	 
	 

	21 Feb 1997
	Maj Vitor Marques passed command of the 1st Logistics Support Squadron to Maj Robert S. Buckland. 

	 
	 

	11 Mar 1997
	Langley Air Force Base firefighters assisted Poquoson and York County firefighters in putting out a blaze that engulfed 75 acres of marsh and woodland. High winds made the fire difficult to extinguish. The blaze took nearly one hour to bring under control. 

	 
	 

	20 Mar 1997
	Four 1st Fighter Wing F-15s participated in a flyover at Arlington National Cemetery for Col John R. Boyd. Colonel Boyd authored the "Aerial Attack Study" in 1960 and created the "Energy Maneuver Theory." 

	 
	 

	21 Mar 1997
	Lt Col Warren J. Brookhart passed command of the 1st Services Squadron to Lt Col Linda F. Jones. 

	 
	 

	25 Mar – 4 Apr 1997
	The 74th Air Control Squadron (ACS) sent 118 members to Ft. Bliss, Texas to participate in Roving Sands. 

	 
	 

	1 Apr 1997
	The Langley FamCamp (Family Camp) opened at the Big Bethel Recreation Area. On 49 acres of land, the camp included 20 recreational vehicle hookups, and shower, restroom and laundry facilities for campers.

	 
	 

	1 Apr 1997
	Under an Air Force wide restructuring of operational support aircraft, the 12th Airlift Flight transferred from 1 FW to Air Mobility Command. 

	 
	 

	1 Apr 1997
	The 1st Rescue Group, 41st Rescue Squadron, and 71st Rescue Squadron transferred from the 1st Fighter Wing to the 345th Wing at Moody AFB, Georgia. The 741st Maintenance Squadron inactivated. 

	 
	 

	2 Apr 1997
	Army Air Forces Exchange Services closed the shoppette located on St John's Circle and opened a consolidated facility at the Class Six store location, on Sweeney Boulevard. The new "super store" brought together the previous products of the shoppette, video rental, and Class Six under one roof.

	 
	 

	3 Apr 1997
	Maj John F. Caudill replaced Lt Col Jeffery J. Blessing as Chief, Wing Plans and Programs. 

	 
	 

	11 -18 Apr 1997
	The 27th Fighter Squadron participated in the Fighter Weapons Instructor Course (FWIC) at Nellis AFB, Nevada with eight F-15s and 98 personnel.

	 
	 

	14-16 Apr 1997 
	The 1st Fighter Wing practiced its ability to provide ombat sorties and survive and operate under wartime conditions, to include chemical attack. The self-initiated exercise rated the Wing’s performance as Excellent. 

	 
	 

	18 Apr 1997
	A fire at the temporary lodging facility caused $47,000 in damage. A short-circuited wire inside a heater and air conditioner unit started the fire, destroyed room 740, and damaged room 741.

	 
	 

	25 Apr 1997
	Langley Air Force Base officials recognized Earth Day '97, with a number of recreational and educational events. The environmental flight of the 1st Civil Engineer squadron sponsored a five-kilometer fun run, aluminum can drive, and training and base beautification sessions.

	 
	 

	29 Apr 1997
	The 1st Fighter Wing conducted a no-notice major response exercise. The exercise tested the wing’s response to a hazardous chemical spill. Evaluators rated the exercise as Satisfactory. 

	 
	 

	Apr-May 1997
	The 1st Communication Squadron conducted a "computer amnesty" program. Under this program, the squadron accepted nearly 500 computers no longer used or serviceable and turned them into DRMO, redistributed them to other organizations, or donated the computers to local schools. 

	 
	 

	May 1997
	A team of 28 guard and reservists completed renovation for the 1st Fighter Wing's Airman Leadership School. The team converted two floors of an office building into 42 hotel-style rooms. 

	 
	 

	9 May – 23 May 1997
	The 71st Fighter Squadron participated in the Weapons System Evaluation Program by sending 14 aircraft and 90 personnel to Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida. 

	 
	 

	12 – 16 May 1997 
	The 94th deployed five aircraft and 66 personnel to Nellis for FWIC. 

	 
	 

	14 May 1997
	Maj Paul S. Albert assumed command of the 1st Transportation Squadron from Maj Douglas J. Nolan. 

	 
	 

	19 May 1997
	Lt Col Gordon R. Janiec assumed command of the 1st Civil Engineer Squadron from Col Kenneth P. Shelton. 

	 
	 

	27-28 May 1997
	In anticipation of the upcoming hurricane season, the 1st Fighter Wing conducted a self-initiated exercise, testing the wing’s response to a category III hurricane. The wing received a rating of Satisfactory for the exercise. 

	 
	 

	29 May 1997
	Lt Col Emil J. Kleeman assumed command of the 1st Operational Support Squadron from Lt Col Michael R. Oakes. 

	 
	 

	30 May 1997
	The 1st Fighter Wing stood down for a safety day. The day's activities included a FOD walk, a preflight and weapons load competition, an F-15 emergency procedures competition, vehicle rodeo, and summer safety briefings. 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	9 Jun 1997
	Lt Col Frank H. Brady assumed the position of Chief of Safety from Lt Col Donald E. Hunsuck. 

	 
	 

	13 Jun 1997
	Col Scott H. Garner assumed command of the 1st Medical Group from Col Edward A. Miller.

	 
	 

	13 Jun 1997
	SMSgt Maria P. Barrows became Chief of Social Actions upon the retirement of CMSgt Clemmie C. McCants. 

	 
	 

	17 Jun 1997
	Maj Michael E. Adams relinquished command of the 74th Air Control Squadron to Maj Mark A. Williams. 

	 
	 

	16 Jun 1997
	Lt Col Julie K. Stanely assumed command of the 1st Mission Support Squadron from Lt Col Cheryl L. Zadlo. 

	 
	 

	20-28 Jun 1997
	In conjunction with a real-world deployment to Saudi Arabia, the wing conducted a self-initiated operational readiness exercise, evaluating the Wing’s deployment capabilities. Evaluators rated the overall wing response as Satisfactory.

	 
	 

	28 Jun 1997
	The 71st Fighter Squadron deployed 18 aircraft and 320 personnel to Al Kharj, Saudi Arabia to enforce the Southern No-fly/drive Zone. 

	 
	 

	1 Jul 1997
	The 1st Fighter Wing’s Security Police Squadron (SPS) was redesignated as the Security Forces Squadron (SFS) in an official ceremony. 

	 
	 

	11 Jul 1997
	Staff Sgts Warren Byrd and Johnny Turner of the Air Traffic Control Squadron successfully guided a Beechcraft Baron 55 aircraft to a safe landing on Langley. The aircraft’s landing gear had malfunctioned and the pilot was forced to make a belly-flop landing resulting in minimum damage to both the aircraft and the runway. 

	 
	 

	16 Jul 1997
	Captain Brian Stone departed the Wing’s Executive Officer position for 1st Lieutenant Baroco to assume..

	 
	 

	16 Jul-29 Aug 1997
	The Medical Group setup the Air Transportable Hospital to be toured by the Air Force Surgeon General and other VIPs.

	 
	 

	26 Jul – 9 Aug 1997
	The 27th Fighter Squadron (FS) sent 120 personnel and 10 aircraft to Nellis AFB for Red Flag 97-4. 

	 
	 

	9-23 Aug 1997
	The 94th FS relieved the 27th at the Red Flag exercise at Nellis Air Force Base with 100 members. 

	 
	 

	29 Jul- 1 Aug 1997
	The Wing Conducted an Anti-terrorism/Anti-hijacking exercise. Overall rating was excellent. 

	 
	 

	1 Aug 1997
	Comptrollers are credited with the Air Force Financial Services Offices of the Year award. 

	 
	 

	18 Aug 1997
	Colonel Peter B. Mapes replaced Colonel Thomas H. Nelson as the Aerospace Medical Squadron commander at a ceremony held at Langley’s B-52 Memorial Park. 

	 
	 

	18-29 Aug 1997
	The 74 Air Control Squadron conducted a Warrior Flag Exercise at Ft. Story. 

	 
	 

	28 Aug 1997
	Upon Captain Kemeny’s move to Public Affairs, 2nd Lieutenant Shane Blackmer took over her position in protocol. 

	 
	 

	4 Sep
	Dedication of the Air Power Pavilion took place. The construction of the pavilion began22 January 1997 on 22 January 1997, and was completed on 15 August 1997 at a cost of $395,870. 

	 
	 

	4 -13 Sep 1997
	The 27th FS Deployed 15 F-15Cs and 175 personnel in support of the Weapons Instructor Course at Nellis AFB, Nevada. 

	 
	 

	5 Sep 1997
	The Air Force Thunderbird’s aerial demonstration arrives in preparation of Community appreciation day. 

	 
	 

	6 Sep 1997
	The 1st Fighter Wing hosted a Community Appreciation Day that drew over 130,000 spectators and conducted over 15 fly-bys, demonstrations and mock dogfights featuring aircraft ranging from the BT-13 to the B-2. 

	 
	 

	18-19 Sep 1997
	The Wing participated and attended in the Air Tattoo featuring the ACC Heritage Band F-15C fly-bys, silent drill team and a drum and fife corps from Williamsburg. 

	 
	 

	29 Sep 1997
	Major Walter N. Thorp replaced 2nd Lieutenant Patricia A. Lang as head of Wing Public Affairs. 

	 
	 

	1 Oct - 20 Nov 1997
	The 94th squadron deployed 18 aircraft and 260 personnel to support Southern Watch. In an effort to improve quality of life and aircrew retention General Hawley, ACC Commander, directed that all remaining tours at SWA would last 45 days.

	 
	 

	2 Oct 1997
	The 71st FS returned with 18 aircraft from Saudi Arabia for what is to be projected as the last of the 90 day tours at that location. 

	 
	 

	4 Oct 1997
	Maj David C Graves completed his command of the Operational Support Squadron and transferred it to Major Charles G. Wright. 

	 
	 

	6-24 Oct 1997
	Over 600 members of the Medical Group participated in the Continuing Medical Readiness Training designed to familiarize personnel with the care of patients in a hostile environment. 

	 
	 

	21 Oct 1997
	Brigadier General Theodore Lay II relinquished his command of the 1st Fighter Wing to Colonel Gary R. Dylewski. 

	 
	 

	21 Oct 1997
	The 1st Fighter Wing was presented with its fourth Air Force Outstanding Unit Award by Lieutenant General Franklin. 

	 
	 

	27 Oct 1997
	Chinese president, Jiang Zemin, warmly greeted by the 1st fighter Wing on his arrival at Langley Air Force Base. He toured the local area and left to meet with President Clinton. 

	 
	 

	31 Oct 1997
	The 74ACS conducted a Haunted Ramp exercise here at Langley AFB. 

	 
	 

	17, 19-20 Nov 1997
	The Wing conducted a Phase I Self-Initiated Operational Readiness Inspection. The Phase I was scheduled around the departure of the 27FS and occurred in the midst of the arrival of F-117s to support the strengthening of forces ordered by the President. The exercise was rated as Satisfactory. 

	 
	 

	18 Nov 1997
	Some 263 members of the 27th FS departed for Al Kharj, Southwest Asia to replace the 94th in its commitment to Southern Watch. 

	 
	 

	19-20 Nov 1997
	Ten F-117 aircraft arrived shortly after 1500 from Holloman AFB, New Mexico, for a stop over to its destination to Southwest Asia to bolster U.S. presence in the region in response to Iraq’s threats to shoot down reconnaissance aircraft. They departed at 1000 local on 20 November. 

	 
	 

	24 Nov 1997
	1st Lieutenant David M. Nyikes, a pilot from the 94th FS, pulled the ejection handle in his F-15 at approximately 0945 local. Lt Nyikes landed safely in the water approximately 72 miles off of the coast of Oceana. Investigation into cause of mishap initated. 

	 
	 

	5 Dec
	Comptroller Squadron shines again by winning five out of 12 first place awards. 


 

 

