	ca. Jan 1996
	While serving on temporary duty at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Senior Airman David Foscue, 1st Security Police, assisted in the rescue of a Cuban migrant, swimming in storm-churned waters, among waves cresting at five feet.

	 
	 

	1 Jan 1996
	Through the publication of special order GB-48, Air Combat Command (ACC) inactivated Detachment 1 of the 1st Operations Support Squadron (OSS). 

	 
	 

	2 Jan 1996
	Col William R. Looney III, 1st Fighter Wing (FW) Commander, conducted five "state of the wing" addresses with assigned personnel. Colonel Looney remarked on the accomplishments of the previous year, and outlined the Wing’s goals for 1996. 

	 
	 

	4 Jan-2 Apr 1996
	For the second consecutive year, the 1st Fighter Wing conducted 24-hour alert operations, monitoring the Iceland Military Identification Zone. The Wing rotated pilots and personnel from each of the fighter squadrons. In all, the Wing flew 207 sorties from Keflavik, Iceland. 

	 
	 

	6-20 Jan 1996
	The 94th Fighter Squadron deployed eight F-15s and 93 personnel to Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, for participation in Red Flag 96-2. The 94th provided offensive counter air support, flying 114 sorties during the two-week multi-national exercise. 

	 
	 

	8 Jan 1996
	Following eight inches of snowfall, and rain that turned to ice, Langley Air Force Base (AFB) closed to all but "mission essential" personnel. The base reopened to all personnel at 1200L on 9 January. The weather did not pose a danger to the 1 FW’s aircraft, as the majority were deployed to Southwest Asia, Keflavik, Iceland, and Nellis AFB, Nevada. The remainder were protected in the Wing’s hangars.

	 
	 

	26 Jan 1996
	Lt Col Kenneth E. Terry replaced Maj Michael Davieds as Chief, Wing Quality. 

	 
	 

	26 Jan 1996
	Lt Col Michael R. Oakes assumed command of the 1st Operations Support Squadron from Lt Col Kenneth E. Terry. Pg

	 
	 

	26 Jan 1996
	The 71st Fighter Squadron completed the return of 18 F-15s and 298 personnel from Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. The squadron deployed on 1 October, and flew x sorties in support of Operation SOUTHERN WATCH. 

	 
	 

	1-2 Feb 1996
	The 1 FW Inspection Division tested the Wing’s ability to support a Coronet Lightning deployment to checkered flag location, using COMACC OPlan 79. The exercise tasked deployment of 12 F-15s, 808 personnel, and over 470 short tons of equipment. However, due to poor weather, only half of the personnel marked for deployment processed. Evaluators rated the overall exercise as EXCELLENT. 

	 
	 

	15 Feb 1996
	Lt Col Donald E. Hunsuck replaced Lt Col Randall R. Schmidt as Chief, Wing Plans and Programs. 

	 
	 

	16 Feb 1996
	Maj Vitor Marques assumed command of the 1st Logistics Support Squadron from Maj Fred N. Garcia. 

	 
	 

	27 Feb 1996
	Air Combat Command publicly announced plans to move the squadrons of the 1st Rescue Group from Patrick Air Force Base, Florida, to Moody Air Force Base, Georgia, with assignment to the 347th Wing. 

	 
	 

	29 Feb 1996
	Four HH-60Gs and 82 personnel of the 41st Rescue Squadron returned from deployment to Kuwait. While deployed the squadron flew 129 sorties in support of the combat search and rescue mission. 

	 
	 

	4-8 Mar 1996
	The 1 FW conducted a Phase II, Operational Readiness Exercise. The exercise objective was to "demonstrate ability to support and employ air superiority forces and support CINC’s infrastructure and communications requirements in wartime environment." The exercise received a SATISFACTORY rating. 

	 
	 

	16-30 Mar 1996
	The 27th Fighter Squadron deployed eight F-15s and 115 personnel to Green Flag 96-3 at Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada. This exercise focused on complex electronic warfare engagements and concentrated night flying. The 27th flew 111 sorties during the joint-force exercise. 

	 
	 

	21 Mar 1996
	An F-15C of the 27th Fighter Squadron (tail 82-0023) crashed upon take-off during the squadrons participation in Green Flag 96-3. 

	 
	 

	21 Mar 1996
	Maj Janet E. Nichols assumed command of the 12th Airlift Flight from Col John A. Budelier. 

	 
	 

	25 Mar 1996
	Col (Sel) Stephen R. Brown temporarily assumed command of the 1st Operations Group from Col Felix Dupre.

	 
	 

	28 Mar 1996
	Col Stephen A. McGuire assumed command of the 1st Medical Operations Squadron from Lt Col Mary I. Glaser. 

	 
	 

	29 Mar 1996
	Col James A. Marker assumed temporary command of the 1st Support Group during Col Terry S. Thompson’s deployment to Air Expeditionary Force II. Col Thompson resumed command of the Group on 4 July 1996. 

	 
	 

	29 Mar 1996
	Maj Carl L. Wilson assumed temporary command of the 1st Mission Support Squadron during Lt Col Cheryl L. Zadlo’s deployment to Air Expeditionary Force II. 

	 
	 

	31 Mar-4 Apr 1996
	A 120-person team of the 74th Air Control Squadron deployed to Elizabeth City, North Carolina. The team, led by the squadron’s commander Maj Michael E. Adams, practiced their wartime mission—providing air picture from a bare environment. 

	 
	 

	1 Apr 1996
	Col Gregory W. Foraker temporarily assumed command of the 1st Logistics Group (LG) from Col William R. Beechel. Col Beechel deployed to Air Expeditionary Force II, and resumed command of the 1 LG on 31 May 191996. 

	 
	 

	1 Apr 1996
	Lt Col Emil J. Kleemann assumed temporary command of the 1st Operations Support Squadron from Lt Col Michael R. Oakes during the commander’s deployment to AEF II. 

	 
	 

	3-4 Apr 1996
	Lt Gen John P. Jumper, Ninth Air Force Commander, visited Langley Air Force Base. In addition to touring the base, General Jumper spoke with members preparing for the Air Expeditionary Force deployment. 

	 
	 

	8 Apr 1996
	Maj John T. Abbott assumed temporary command of the 1st Communications Squadron from Lt Col Richard M. Jensen. Lt Col Jensen deployed to Air Expeditionary Force (AEF) II, and resumed command of the squadron 1 May 1996.

	 
	 

	11 Apr 1996
	Col Felix Dupre assumed temporary command of the 1 FW from Brig Gen William R. Looney III, during General Looney’s deployment as Commander of the 4417th Air Expeditionary Force, Provisional. General Looney resumed command on 29 June 1996.

	 
	 

	28 Mar-12 Apr 1996
	The 1st Fighter Wing’s Inspection Division used the Air Expeditionary Force deployment as an opportunity to evaluate the Wing capabilities. Evaluators rated the deployment as EXCELLENT. 

	 
	 

	12 Apr 1996
	Lt Col David M. Rhodes assumed temporary command of the 94th Fighter Squadron during Lt Col Timothy L. Wolters deployment as Commander, 1194th Fighter Squadron (P). Lt Col Wolters resumed command on 29 June 1996. 

	 
	 

	12 Apr-28 Jun 1996
	The 1st Fighter Wing deployed 12 F-15s and over 600 personnel to Shaheed Mwaffaq Air Base, Jordan, for participation in Air Expeditionary Force II. The Wing helped validate the AEF concept—the ability to provide combat air power with a rapid, response for in a bare base environment. 

	 
	 

	12 Apr 1996
	Lt Col Tommi Young assumed command of the 1st Component Repair Squadron from Lt Col (Sel) Richard G. Matthews. Pg

	 
	 

	19 Apr 1996
	In observance of Earth Day 1996 (22 April), the 1st Fighter Wing stood down for half a day, allowing assigned personnel to participate in scheduled activities. Over 30 environment booths provided information, and a Thomas Jefferson impersonator spoke on environmental issues.

	 
	 

	25 Apr 1996
	The 1 FW Inspection Division conducted a no-notice Major Accident Response Exercise (MARCHE). The exercise tested the Wing’s response to an F-15 crash resulting in mass casualties. The Inspection Division rated the exercise performance as EXCELLENT. 

	 
	 

	29 Apr 1996
	CMSgt Gerald T. Kennedy replaced CMSgt Marc A. Mazza as 1 FW Senior Enlisted Advisor. 

	 
	 

	3 May 1996
	The 1 FW and ACC concluded the 1996 Air Force Assistance Fund drive. The combined organizations raised $124,810, exceeding the $88,171 goal. Langley AFB donations exceeded those of any other ACC base.

	 
	 

	5 May 1996
	SSgt Gregory S. Henneman replaced CMSgt Robert A. Beggs as 1 FW Historian. 

	 
	 

	20 May 1996
	Lt Col John A. Butler assumed command of the 1st Medical Support Squadron from Lt Col James P. Cerha. 

	 
	 

	21 May 1996
	Fifteen people were injured and 10 taken to the hospital after chemical material from the fire extinguisher system was released into the air at the Air Combat Command Computer Systems Squadron.

	 
	 

	21 May 1996
	General Ronald R. Fogleman, Air Force Chief of Staff, announced the winner of the 1995 Hughes Achievement Award—the 27th Fighter Squadron. The annual award recognized the top air superiority or air defense squadron in the Air Force. 

	 
	 

	28-30 May 1996
	The 1st Fighter Wing Inspection Division conducted a no-notice hurricane evacuation exercise (HUREX). The HUREX tested the Wing’s response to a fast-moving hurricane, threatening Langley Air Force Base. Evaluators rated the exercise as EXCELLENT. 

	 
	 

	3 Jun 1996
	Col Stephen J. Haney assumed temporary command of the 1st Dental Squadron from Col James S. Knight. 

	 
	 

	14 Jun 1996
	The 1st Fighter Wing conducted a "Safety Day." With the beginning of the summer, this day focused on outdoor activities, and prevention of recreational accidents. The day began with a squadron commander’s forum, and throughout the day briefings were conducted at the base theater.

	 
	 

	15 Jun 1996
	1Lt Patricia A. Lang temporarily assumed the position of Public Affairs Officer from Maj Edward G. Worley. 

	 
	 

	13-15 Jun 1996
	General Fogleman toured the 1st Fighter Wing. Among his stops, the Chief visited the F-15 simulator, received a Gold Flag briefing, and met with members of the 27th and 71st Fighter Squadrons. On 14 June, General Fogleman spoke at the Wing’s annual warrior banquet. 

	 
	 

	25 Jun 1996
	A bomb outside the Khobar Towers dormitory facility in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia exploded, taking the lives of 19 Air Force members and injuring hundreds. Among the 19 killed, five served with the 71st Rescue Squadron, supporting the combat search and rescue mission: Capt Christopher J. Adams, Capt Leland T. Haun, MSgt Michael G. Heiser, SSgt Kevin J. Johnson, and A1C Justin R. Wood. 

	 
	 

	25 Jun 1996
	Eighteen F-15s and 300 personnel of the 27th Fighter Squadron deployed to Dhahran Air Base, Saudi Arabia, assuming operation Southern Watch responsibility from the 58th Fighter Squadron of the 33d Fighter Wing, Eglin Air Force Base, Florida. 

	 
	 

	28 Jun 1996
	Col Irving L. Halter Jr. assumed command of the 1st Operations Group from Col (Sel) Stephen R. Brown (temporary). 

	 
	 

	2 Jul-21Sept 96
	The 41st Rescue Squadron deployed four HH-6OGs, 74 personnel and associate equipment to Kuwait in support of Operations Southern Watch. Operating from Kuwait City International Airport and then Camp Doha, Kuwait, the deployed forces flew 89 sorties in support of the combat search and rescue mission.

	 
	 

	18 July 1996
	The lst Fighter Wing Plans and Inspection Division conducted an anti-terrorism exercise, measuring the wing's response capability. The exercise received an overall rating of Marginal. Pg 102

	 
	 

	27Jul-10 Aug 96
	The 71st Fighter Squadron deployed 10 F-15s and 119 personnel for participation in Red Flag 96-4. The Ironmen flew 157 sorties in Air Combat Command's preeminent war simulation exercise. 

	 
	 

	19-20 Aug 96
	The lst Fighter Wing Plans and Inspection Division conducted a self initiated operational readiness exercise. The exercise tested the wing's deployment and employment capabilities. The inspector's rated the overall exercise as Excellent.

	 
	 

	30 Aug-3 Sept 96
	The 1st Fighter Wing prepared for a possible deployment under Operation Desert Focus. In response to Iraqi aggression, the Air Force laid plans for an Air Expeditionary Force deployment into the area of responsibility. Although the Wing's aircraft and personnel stood ready, the deployment never took place.

	 
	 

	25 Aug-3Dec96
	The 74th Air Control Squadron deployed 124 personnel to Ali Al Salem Air Base, Kuwait in support of Operation Southern Watch. The squadron provided 24-hour "air picture" as the most forward deployed Air Force unit in the area of responsibility.

	 
	 

	7-15 Sep 96
	Eleven members of the lst Communications Squadron competed in Combat Challenge, the Air Force's annual communication competition.

	 
	 

	26 Sep 96
	The 1st Medical Group set up its air transportable hospital. The exercise, nicknamed Air Care 1996, demonstrated the ttbility to provide medical care in a chemically hardened facility, fielded the prototype blood transshipment center, and tested the use of telemedicine.

	 
	 

	Oct 96
	Aircraft and personnel of the 71st Rescue Squadron returned from Saudi Arabia, after providing continuous Operation Southern Watch coverage since 1993. The squadron was relieved of its combat search and rescue mission, as they prepared for relocation from Patrick Air Force Base, Florida to Moody Air Force Base, Georgia.

	 
	 

	5 Oct 96
	The 27th Fighter Squadron returned from Saudi Arabia, completing their three month deployment under Operation Southern Watch. The squadron flew 671 sorties, enforcing the no fly zone over Southern Iraq.

	 
	 

	5-19 Oct 1996
	For the second time in three months, the 71st Fighter Squadron deployed to Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada for participation in Red Flag. During this phase, the squadron deployed 1 0 F-1 5s, 1 1 0 personnel, and flew 136 sorties. 

	 
	 

	6 Oct 96-10 Jan 97
	The 94th Fighter Squadron deployed six F-15s and 125 personnel to Incirlik, Turkey for support of Operation Provide Comfort. The deployment marked the first time the wing used its air-to-air weapons in support of the northern no-fly zone.

	 
	 

	4-7 Nov 96 
	Less than six weeks before a scheduled operation readiness inspection (ORI), the 1st Fighter Wing conducted its first practice exercise. The "phase-11" tested the ability to employ combat air power and survive and operate in a combat environment. The Wing received a rating of Satisfactory for the exercise. 

	 
	 

	18-22 Nov 1996
	For the third consecutive year, the 1 st Fighter Wing's team participated in the Air Force Top Dollar Competition. The team earned the honor through earlier victories at numbered air force and command level competitions. 

	 
	 

	2-5 Dec 96
	As the final tune-up before the ORI, the wing conducted a self initiated operational readiness exercise. Honing combat skills before evaluation, the Wing's Inspection Division rated the wing as Excellent. 

	 
	 

	13-20 Dec 96
	The Air Combat Command Inspector General conducted an ORI of the lst Fighter Wing. The wing was evaluated in every area of combat employment, ability to survive and operate, and mission support. Overall, the Wing received a rating of Excellent from the command inspection.


