	2 Jan 1976
	The 1st Tactical Fighter Wing received its first F-15 aircraft, (AF 740083). Aircraft number740137 received on 18 December1975 was a TF-15 or two-seat version of the Air Force's newest Air-Superiority Fighter Aircraft.

	 
	 

	5-16 Jan 1976
	The 1 TFW Office of Safety conducted a general internal facilities and safety program inspect ion of 1 TFW units. The overview of the inspection pointed out: a need for improved housekeeping; discrepancies in publications management; and hazards encountered.

	 
	 

	6 Jan 1976
	The aircraft sound suppressor began operation under the supervision of Industrial Acoustics and McDonnell Douglas Aircraft Corporation.

	 
	 

	9 Jan 1976
	Virginia's First District Congressman, Thomas N. Downing, presided over a flightline ceremonial welcome to the first F-15. Approximately1000 spectators braved the sub-freezing weather to attend the arrival ceremony.

	 
	 

	10- 17 Jan 1976
	Three 1 TFW Senior Noncommissioned Officers performed temporary duty in Germany to assist Headquarters USAFE in performing a facilities survey for the F-15.

	 
	 

	12 - 16 Jan 1976
	A 9AF team conducted a maintenance and supply assistance visit to the 1 TFW. No ratings were given. However, the team made several recommendations which acted upon efforts for self-improvement. 

	 
	 

	26 Jan 1976
	Major Ronald G. Wertz assumed command of the 1st Organizational Maintenance Squadron vice Lt Col Francis J. Young, Jr., who rejoined the Deputy Commander for Maintenance Staff.

	 
	 

	31 Jan 1976
	President Gerald R. Ford visited Langley Air Force Base on his way to address a joint session of the Virginia State Senate and House of Delegates at Williamsburg. Personnel of the 1 TFW participated in preparations and security arrangements for this visit.

	 
	 

	31 Jan 1976
	A second F-15 was received from the manufacturer (740086).

	 
	 

	3 Feb 1976
	Two additional F-15s arrived (740084 and 740088).

	 
	 

	4 Feb 1976
	Another pair of F-15s arrived (74090 and 74091).

	 
	 

	14 Feb 1976
	The 1 TFW's seventh F model F-15 arrived (740087).

	 
	 

	17 - 23 Feb 1976
	The 1 TFW Deputy Commander for Maintenance conducted the first semi-annual inspection of his staff functions. The overall rating was satisfactory with all staff functions possessing the capability to perform the assigned mission.

	 
	 

	18 Feb - 6 Mar 1976
	Lt Col Thomas D. Miller, 1 TFW Chief of Safety, departed to Shaw AFB1 South Carolina to serve as investigating officer on a RF-4C major accident board. 

	 
	 

	23 Feb 1976
	CMSgt Claude Vann, Jr., assumed duties as the 1 TFW Senior Enlisted Advisor at Langley Air Force Base, Virginia. Sergeant Vann had been the Wing Maintenance Superintendent since its move to Langley.

	 
	 

	27 Feb 1976
	Tail Number AF 740092 F-15s arrived station.

	 
	 

	2 - 9 Mar 1976
	The Inspector General, Hq TAC, conducted a Management Effectiveness inspection (MEl) of the 1st TFW. The wing received a satisfactory rating.

	 
	 

	5 Mar 1976
	The 1 TFW received another F-15 (AF 740093).

	 
	 

	10 Mar 1976
	F-15 (AF 740094) arrived station. 

	 
	 

	12 Mar 1976
	The 27th Tactical Fighter Squadron held an open house in their new squadron building (Bldg 757). This was the formal acceptance ceremony of the new facility.

	 
	 

	17-29 Mar 1976
	Major Miroslav F. Blazek, Maintenance Supervisor, was Temporary Commander of the 1st Field Main tenance Squadron during Lt Col Nicholas Jones1 leave.

	 
	 

	19 Mar 1976
	The F-15 Sound Suppressor was tentatively accepted by Headquarters Air Force Logistics Command and the F-15 Special Project Office.

	 
	 

	20 Mar 1976
	Langley's special Bicentennial Open House attracted more than 87,000 people to celebrate the triple anniversaries of: America's 200th, Langley's 60th and Tactical Air Command's 30th.

	 
	 

	20-30 Mar 1976
	The last three squadron pilots of the 27th Tactical Fighter Squadron departed for F-15 Conversion Training.

	 
	 

	26-30 Mar 1976
	The Number of TF and F-15s reached 15 with the arrivals of two aircraft (AF 740098 and AF 740099) 26 March; one F-15 (AF 740100) 27 March and the last one (AF 740096) on 30 March 1976.

	 
	 

	28 Mar 1976
	Aircraft backing accident sheared the mounting bolts on the bottom half of the front clamshell doors of the Sound Suppressor. The Preliminary investigation found the bolts and their mounting plates to be too small.

	 
	 

	1 Apr 1976
	A ceremony marked the beginning of operations by the 71st Tactical Fighter Squadron. Hqs 4500 Air Base Wing, Special Order G-13 was~read under which Lt Col William B. Fanelli assumed command of the squadron. Colonel Larry.D. Welch, 1 TFW Commander, presented Colonel Fanelli with the squadron flag and scarf. An Open House of the squadron's new facility concluded the festivities.

	 
	 

	7 Apr 1976
	The 1st TFW conducted its initial electronic countermeasures training (ECM) missions against an EB-57 from the Vermont Air National Guard. 29 of 31 scheduled sorties were flown.

	 
	 

	Apr 1976
	The 1st TFW hosted its first meeting of the Joint Air Force Contractor Maintainability Evaluation Team (JMET). The coordinated was on a proposed data collection plan, the purpose of which was the determination of mature system maintainability valued for the F-15 weapons system.

	 
	 

	1 - 15 Apr 1976
	MSgt Sammy A. Williamson, 1 TFW Programs and Mobility Section, went TDY to England Air Force Base,-Louisiana for the purpose of gathering material and information from the 23rd Tactical Fighter Wing Programs and Mobility Section

	 
	 

	5 Apr 1976
	Lt Col William B. Fanelli, 71st TFS Commander logged 1.3 hours , of F-15 time as he made the squadron's first official flight.

	 
	 

	19 Apr 1976
	In accordance with Headquarters Tactical Air Command Special Order GA-15, the 6th Airborne command and Control Squadron was relieved from assignment to the 4500th Air Base Wing and was re assigned ~the 1st Tactical Fighter Wing.

	 
	 

	22 Apr 1976
	The initial air refueling of a 1st TFW F-15 by 6 ACCS KC-l35 was accomplished.

	 
	 

	26 Apr 1976
	The Aggressors from the 64th Fighter Weapons Squadron1 Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, arrived for a two week visit. The 64th, flying T-38 aircraft was to observe and serve as aggressors in air combat training with the 27 TFS. Pilots from the 71st were to be able to y observer missions in the backseat of the T-38s.

	 
	 

	30 Apr 1976
	The new 1st TFW Production Control facility with new furniture, improved communication capabilities new storage bins for items awaiting maintenance and a new conveyor system for receiving and distributing repairable assets was completed.

	 
	 

	3 May 1976
	A T-38 aircraft aggressor crashed off the east coast of Virginia at 0844 hours local. Captain James V. Phillips, 64 FWS, was reported as missing. 1stLt Neil G. Kacena, 71st TFS, was rescued at 1056 local.

	 
	 

	5 May 1976
	Captain Robert E. Allison represented 1st TFW's Weapons and Tactics Division to observe firings of AIM-7F and AIM-9J missiles at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida by the F-15 FOT&E Detachment.

	 
	 

	7May 1976
	The 1st TFW conducted a staff assistance visit to the 6 ACCS Life Support Section. As a result, requirements for storage cabinets and equipment to support the move to its new facility in building 355 were determined.

	 
	 

	10 May 1976
	(U) Captain Lee R. Cunningham assumed command of 1st TFW Headquarters Squadron Section.

	 
	(U) A 60 day program aimed at upgrading the quality of the F-15 Built-In-Test (BIT) system began. The program requested aircrews to record BIT data on avionics failures actually experienced. Aircrews experienced difficulty recording all requested data until additional information was provided by the 1st TFW Deputy Commander for Operations on 24 June 1976.

	 
	 

	11 May 1976
	The search for Captain Phillips was terminated by the Coast Guard and he was declared dead.

	 
	Representatives from NAVAIR, Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio and contractors from the Joint Management Responsibility (JMR) Branch, visited 1st TFW. The team checked modified communication's systems capability and made recommendations for routing of the aircraft oxygen hose to the helmet.

	 
	Lt Col Rodney A. Skoglund and CMSgt James B. Rose1 1st TFW Operations and Training, attended a conference hosted by the Virginia Capes Operating Area Coordinator (VACAPES). In an effort to explore a possible procedure to enhance training utilization of Warning Area 386, the scheduling responsibility for W386 was delegated to the 1st TFW for a 90 day trial period beginning 1 June 1976.

	 
	 

	17 May 1976
	Israeli students arrived for F-15 training, both from the Field Training Detachment and through a on-the-job training program to be developed by the 1st TFW Maintenance Training. The 1st TFW received its first notice of its responsibility in this program on 18 May 1976.

	 
	 

	27 May 1976
	The 1st TFW conducted its first practice mobility exercise. Problems were identified in load planning, communications, transportation, training, documentation and scheduling.

	 
	 

	2 Jun 1976
	(U) Seven ECM training sorties were flown against a B-52 from the 64th Bomb Wing of Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, North Carolina.

	 
	 

	8-10 Jun 1976
	A second meeting of the JMET was hosted by 1st TFW Production Analysis to discuss maintenance data from the month of March and April.

	 
	 

	11 Jun 1976
	An Air Defense exercise was conducted by 1st TFW pilots. The Wing achieved a 68 percent intercept rate, only a ground abort and a camera malfunction prevented this rate reaching 94 percent.

	 
	 

	11-15 Jun 1976
	The 1st TFW flew DACT (Dissimilar Air Combat Training) missions with A-4s and T-38s from the Naval Air Station, at Oceana, Virginia.

	 
	 

	16 Jun 1976
	The 1st TFW Exercise Order 8-76, published this date, provide guidance for the wing's participation in Red Flag VI exercises at Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada in July.

	 
	 

	17 Jun 1976
	The plan of instruction for the OJT Program for the Israeli students was completed.

	 
	 

	21 Jun 1976
	The Israeli on-the-job training commenced with TSgt John Sq Bank, 1st FMS Electric Shop as instructor.

	 
	 

	21 - 22 Jun 1976
	The 1st TFW Standardization/ Evaluation Division provided an abbreviated F-15 academic course for General Robert J. Dixon, Commander, Tactical Air Command. General Dixon then flew two sorties in the front seat of a TF-15 with Captain Dennis Ridnouer performing instructor pilot duties.

	 
	 

	26 Jun 1976
	Safety was the 1st TFW's mission this date. Safety Day '76 was day by which everyone stood back from their normal duties and checked their procedures, working conditions and facilities with safety in mind. There was no flying performed on this day.

	 
	 

	30 Jun 1976
	A second practice mobility exercise was conducted by the 1st TFW. There was a vast improvement over the first exercise, although there was still some problems identified.

	 
	 

	6-31 Jul 1976
	Red Flag exercise, Nellis AFB: eight aircraft from the 1 TFW participated.

	 
	 

	7-9 Jul 1976
	DACT flown against 4th TFW.

	 
	 

	12 - 23 Jul 1976
	DACT flown against 64th FWS T-38s.

	 
	 

	21 Jul 1976
	Air Defense Exercise.

	 
	 

	26-29 Jul 1976
	1 TFW practice ORI.

	 
	 

	1 Aug 1976
	Lt Col John R. Britt assumed command of the 94th TFS.

	 
	 

	5 - 6 Aug 1976
	DACT flown against Navy aggres8ors.

	 
	 

	7 Aug - 4 Sep 1976
	Red Flag VII: eight aircraft.

	 
	 

	9 - 10 Aug 1976
	Hurricane Belle threat and evacuation.

	 
	 

	9 - 13 Aug 1976
	DACT flown against Navy aggressors.

	 
	 

	19 Aug 1976
	Bird Watch warning program went into effect.

	 
	 

	28 Aug 1976
	Maj Daniel C. Deibler became 1 TFW Executive Officer.

	 
	 

	30 Aug - 1 Sep 1976
	Lt Gen James V. Hartinger, 9AF Commander, visited 1 TFW.

	 
	 

	31 Aug - 2 Sep 1976
	1 TFW practice ORI.

	 
	 

	1 - 17 Sep 1976
	DACT flown against 65th TFS.

	 
	 

	7 - 8 Sep 1976
	Soviet Awareness presentation by Red Eagle Roadshow.

	 
	 

	11 Sep - 9 Oct 1976
	Red Flag VIII: 24 aircraft, first full squadron deployment.

	 
	 

	14 Sep 1976
	Occupancy of new CINCLANT/6ACCS joint facility.

	 
	 

	15 Sep 1976
	1 Lt C. Douglass Couto became 1 TFW Headquarters Squadron commander.

	 
	Missile incident 76-1, loose/missing head screws.

	 
	 

	17 Sep 1976
	Ribbon cutting at CINCLANT/6ACCS facility.

	 
	 

	20 - 24 Sep 1976
	DACT flown against 48th FIS F-1068.

	 
	MSET visit to 1 TFW.

	 
	 

	30 Sep 1976
	1 TFW practice mobility.

	 
	 

	10 Oct 1976
	1 TFW aircraft and crews complete Red Flag VIII: return to Langley AFB.

	 
	 

	12 Oct 1976
	Major (later Lt Col) Miroslav F. Blazek assumed command of 1st FMS.

	 
	 

	13-15 Oct 1976
	1 TFW practice ORI.

	 
	 

	15-24 Oct 1976
	DACT flown against Navy F-4s.

	 
	 

	16 Oct 1976 
	Eight aircraft deployed to Nellis AFB for Red Flag 77-1

	 
	 

	16-22 Oct 1976
	Two aircraft deployed to Eglin AFB for WSEP.

	 
	 

	6-11 Nov 1976
	E-3A (AWACS) lOT & E Tactical Test, Luke AEB: 28 1 TFW aircraft participated. 

	 
	 

	15 - 24 Nov 1976
	DACT flown against Navy F-4s (VF-11/VF-31), Oceana NAS, Virginia

	 
	 

	29 Nov 1976-3 Dec 1976
	DACT flown against Marine F-4s (VFMA-l22), Beaufort MCAS South Carolina.

	 
	 

	1-3 Dec 1976
	Sonic Wave 77-1: 6 ACCS participated CINCLANT exercise.

	 
	 

	3 Dec 1976
	1st CEVG team evaluated 6 ACCS Stan/Eval personnel.

	 
	 

	6 - 10 Dec 1976
	DACT flown against 65th FWS F-5 aggressors.

	 
	 

	8 - 12 Dec 1976
	Vigilant Overview exercise, McChord AFB: Eight aircraft from 1 TFW participated.

	 
	 

	10-17 Dec 1976
	Red Flag 77-2 Nellis AFB: Eight 1 TFW aircraft participated.

	 
	 

	13 Dec 1976
	1 TFW Maintenance Complex nominated for 1976 DAEDALIAN Maintenance Award

	 
	 

	13-16 Dec 1976
	1 TFW practice ORI.


