	1 Mar 1971
	Col. Robert F. Titus assumed command of the 1st TFW from Col. Travis R. McNeil, who was nominated for Brigadier General and transferred to Hq US S TRIKECOM.

	 
	The 301st MMS was activated and assigned to the 1st TFW with Maj. Lyle E. Spraggins commanding. The 301st was a consolidation of the munitions loading crews assigned to each squadron, the munitions storage people from FMS and the staff of the 3lOst were from the Wing.

	 
	 

	8 Mar 1971
	The first RTU class started training with the 45th TFS. This would become Alpha squadron only after the 46th and 47th started training their RTU students. Then the Alpha, Bravo, Charlie designations would rotate with the class closest to completion being Alpha, the next Bravo, and the newest class as Charlie Squadron.

	 
	 

	25 Mar 1971
	836th Air Division was functionally deactive on this date as part of TAC's program to eliminate Air Divisions as a part of the command chain between wings and numbered Air Force. Officially the 836th was deactivated fu11~ on 30 Jun 71, however it ceased to be functionally active unit of command on the above date.

	 
	 

	6 May 1971
	Col. Howard W. Leaf becomes the commander of the 1st TFW when Col. Titus was transferred to Kadena AB, Okinawa, to command the 18th TFW:

	 
	 

	14 May 1971
	Shootout among the TFS Commanders determines the distribution of new squadron designations of 94th, 27th and 71st TFS. The re-designation of the squadrons was officially effective 1 July thereby completing the job started in Oct 70 with the redesignation of the 1st to MacDill and restoring the historical integrity of the 1st. To determine which squadron received which designation, Col Leaf had the commanders of the 45th, 46th and 47th TFS shoot it out: fly 3 straffing passes at the Avon Park Gunnery Range and the high scorer got first pick. The 47th became the 94th with a score of 113 out of 126 from Lt Col Donald W. Martin, 47th TFS Commander. 46th became the 27th and the 45th became the 71st. 

	 
	 

	8 Jun 1971
	15th FMS - not redesignated with the rest of the wing due to the fact that a MAC. unit held the 1st FMS title - was notified that the Air Force Chief of Staff directed the 1st FMS designation to be moved from Forbes AFB, Kansas (MAC) to MacDill. The designation was effective 1 July.

	 
	 

	2 Jul 1971
	The 1st hosts Redesignation Ceremonies affecting the four units mentioned above.

	 
	 

	7 Sep 1971
	F-4E s/n 66-0316 was out on a ground attack training mission when the aircraft commander noted a fire light on for the left engine. As soon as the engine was shut down a fire and overheat light for the right engine came on. The flight leader confirmed massive flames trailing the aircraft several ships lengths. The crew ejected at 6,000 feet. Ejection and recovery were normal with neither crewman injured. The aircraft impacted in a nearby vacant pasture.

	 
	 

	30 Sep 1971
	The second major aircraft accident in a month hit the1st when F-4E s/n 66-0332 of the 27th TFS was flying a night ground attack training mission. Several minutes after take-off th4 Master Caution and Right Generator Out Light illuminated. Oil pressure in the right engine dropped and the engine was turned to idle. Shortly the aircraft began losing utility pressure and also had begun a down wing leg of the maximum possible for a final approach. The flight descended to 1700 feet but as the effected aircraft edged into the final approach pattern to MacDill, controlability was less than marginal. Into the shallow 15-20 degree turn the aircraft started a slow roll to the right. The pilot and rear seater ejected at about 500 feet and the aircraft impacted in Tampa Bay. Both crew members survived ejection.

	 
	 

	1 Nov 1971
	Col Walter D. Druen, Jr., assumes command of the 1st from Col. Leaf who was reassigned to Hq TAC.


