	1 Jan 1944
	Lt Muffitt of the 94th crashed and was killed on an escort mission to Sofia, Bulgaria.

	 
	 

	7 Jan 1944
	The group only managed to get 20 aircraft in the air after ground aborts. After the bombers they escorted diverted to their targets the P-38s contended with 50-60 enemy aircraft alone. From the 94th, Lt Meredith crash landed in Yugoslavia. Lts Griffis and Devenney also of the 94th went down in flames south of the target area. Another pilot, Jack Pettus couldn't jettison the belly tanks in engage the enemy aircrarft and further plagued with a small fire in the right engine. He overcame these problems by making sudden motions with the plane, dropping the tanks, and feathering the burning engine. After all this Pettus even managed to strafe a train on the way back. From the 71st, Major Horace Hanes, squadron commander, went down with an engine fire but bailed out, returning two and a half months later. Reed Owens' parachute failed when he bailed out and F/O Lee Rowe after being hit in the Pilots Nacelle went down. Another 71st pilot Lt. Corbett, failed to return. 

	 
	 

	8 Jan 1944
	The air echelon moved to Salsola, north of Foggia with only 32 operable P-38s for the entire group.

	 
	 

	11 Jan 1944
	Afther flying with the 14th group on an bomber escort the 1st continued onto a target with 25-30 aircraft against the 1st's 16. Fortunately the engagement resulted in two Me. 109s claimed and all the groups aircraft returning safely.

	 
	 

	24 Jan 1944
	Apt James Hagenback left as commander of the 94th to return to the states with William Jacobsen coming in as a replacement. 

	 
	 

	January 1944
	Joe E. Brown stopped by, and in his typical fashion, entertained anyone who would listen in the Mediterranean theater with no fanfare or large entourage. 

	 
	 

	12 Feb 1944
	Aircrews delivered 15 new badly needed P-38H model aircraft to the group.

	 
	 

	10 Feb 1944
	The 94th and 71st flew a dive bombing and strafing mission to Montero Tondo Italy. Twelve P-38s dropped 24, 500-pound bombs on railroad sheds and tracks. Lt. Thomas Collier, a 71st pilot ended up caught in the bomb blast from the plane in front him and killed. 

	 
	 

	14 Feb 1944
	The group provided escort for B-24s bombing Verona.

	 
	 

	19 Feb 1944
	Without reason the group had been recalled after an hour into an escort mission

	 
	 

	22 Feb 1944
	The P-38s reached their schedule rendezvous point near Klagenfurt, Germany with a flight of B-24s which never showed up.

	 
	 

	23 Feb 1944
	An uneventful escort mission, for the group, of B-24s returning from Steyr, Germany. , started the 1st's participation in Big Week

	 
	 

	24 Feb 1944
	The group flew fourteen fighters to Steyr Germany, this time to accompany B-17s. LtCol Burton McKenzie, Group Operations Officer, ended up shot down and killed.

	 
	 

	25 Feb 1944
	An escort mission from an attack on the Messerschmitt factory at Tegensburg resulted in the loss of Lt. William Parsons of the 27th and nearly killed John Price who was hit in the face with glass when a shell exploded in the cockpit. Despite the loss of his left eye and instrumentation in his cockpit he made a successful landing in a rain storm back home with guidance from Lt. Frank Williams. Lt. Emmet Gresham, a 71st pilot and son-in-law of LtGen Carl Spaatz turned up missing in action. Needless to say the group received many inquiries as to any updates on Gresham's whereabouts. It turned out his P-38 was seen crashing into Prvic Island. None of his peers saw a chute but Gresham did successfully bail out, came under the custody of two unfriendly Yugolav nationals, escaped, and returned to the group on 12 Mar. 

	March
	13 missions, 12 escort missions one strafing mission to Lavariano and Udine airfields, this mission, flown with other groups to total 90 P-38s claimed three Ju. 88s, three Ju. 52s, three Do. 24s and one He. 111 destroyed with numerous probables. In addition to the enemy aircraft a locomotive, three motorcycle and five trucks were destroyed with extensive damage to a radar station. Harold Lindhurst from the 27th hit a high tension line and was lost.

	 
	 

	11 Mar 1944
	The 94th sent 11 P-38s to escort B-24s toward Toulon France. Lt.s Lathrope and Geyman, each downed and Me. 109. Dick Lee turned ace as he shot down two. The 27th sent eight on this same mission and claimed three victories, one Me. 109 each by by Francis Lawson and Armour Miller, and an FW 190 by Merle Brown.

	 
	 

	23 Mar 1944
	Roane Sias returned to the 94th after being shot down on 20 Aug 1943.

	 
	 

	23-25 Mar 1944
	The fleet remained on the ground either by bad weather or from a stand down.

	 
	 

	26 Mar 1944
	A mission with all three squadrons terminated after two hours due to inclimate weather.

	 
	 

	28 Mar 1944
	The group completed an escort mission to northern Italy where the 27th got bounced by 25 fighters. Lt.s James Rodolff and Kenneth Harwig ended up shot down. The group claimed two destroyed and one probable. 

	 
	 

	29 Mar 1944
	The 27th lost another pilot, Lt. Merle Brown to enemy fighters during another escort mission to Bolzano.

	 
	 

	30 Mar 1944
	The 94th destroyed two Me. 109s one each taken down by Lts. Barlow and Hopkins. and the 71st brought down two De. 520s while escorting bombers over Sofia, Bulgaria.

	 
	 

	April 1944
	The group flew 18 escort missions and another single strafing run at Udine. The month totals included 31 enemy aircraft destroyed, ten probables at the cost of four pilots. The group also received the J model P-38s. These aircraft improved the canopy design to a flatter version to decrease distortion, the flight controls in the form of a two handed yoke, fuel capacity of the internal tank, and overall performance with the elimination of the 60 pounds of paint used to camouflage the aircraft, giving a very shiny appearance. 

	 
	 

	2 Apr 1944
	As the experience of the group grew, after almost 1,000 missions, and encounter with enemy aircraft resulted in seven Me 109's, three by Capt Ralph Thiessen of the 94th, and two FW 190s destroyed. 

	 
	 

	13 Apr 1944 
	The squadrons encountered 40 enemy aircraft and shot down two of them both Me. 109s by Lts. Scheikert and Barlow while shadowing B-17s to Gyor.

	 
	 

	 
	 

	16 Apr 1944
	This mission to Brazob Rumania turned out to the Group's 1000th mission of World War II.

	 
	 

	18 Apr 1944 
	The weather hampered another strafing mission set for Udine. Compensating the P-38s attacked targets of opportunity in Northern Italy. 

	 
	 

	21 Apr 1944
	The group flew its first mission against what would prove to be a deadly site, the Ploesti oil refineries in Rumania. The 1st Fighter Group alone end up with 18 pilots missing or killed during these operations.

	 
	 

	23 Apr 1944
	The Group sent up 36 aircraft on B-24 escort missions to Bad Voslau, Germany. Carlow and Harris from the 94th each damaged a single engine fighter. Charlie Howard shot down a Dornier 215 and Paul Vachon did damage to a single engine fighter. The 71st claimed it damaged four Me. 109s, in addition to an Me. 210 and one FW 190. The 27th destroyed three Me. 110s, two FW 190s and one Me. 109. Two probable victories, both against FW 190s and damage on six other enemy aircraft were also claimed. All this and the safe return of all P-38. 

	 
	 

	5-7 May
	Numerous escort missions flown over Ploesti Oil fields

	 
	 

	10 May 1944
	At a point near Graz, Yugolslia 10-12 enemy aircraft set after a straggling B-24 after a bombing run ober Wiener-Neustadt 

	 
	 

	12 May 1944
	During a strafing mission in the Po Valley, the 27th lost three plots, Lt.s Richard Cooley, Robert McIntosh, and James Lilly lost control in the intense weather. Lilly turned out to be the only one who lived or did not end up missing in action. He eventually bailed out only to be taken prisoner of war.

	 
	 

	17 May 1944
	While tasked to provide top cover for the 82nd Fighter Group to strafe enemy airfields at Villa Franca, and Ghedi, targets of opportunity in Italy, the 1st never found the 82nd and strafed targets themselves at a heavy cost. The aircraft of Lt.'s Schaper, Hammerstrom, and Duff, all of the 94th, fell victim to anti-aircraft guns. The squadron claimed two Me. 109s, and three Mc. 205s in addition to power stations, gun emplacement, and railway assets. Lt. Schaper had been considered dead when no parachutes were observed, but he bailed out at a dangerous altitude of 50 feet only to be taken prisoner. From the 27th Ronald Delaney parachuted from his burning aircraft near Pianoro, Italy. Captain Rafael and Lt. Joyce were hit but turned out more fortunate as the made emergency landings north of Termoli. The 27th also aimed their guns toward railway and military traffic to include two hangars at Reggio Emilia. setting afire a Macchi 202 fighter and damaging and destroying seven others. The 71st strafed at least three airfields damaging or destroying almost two dozen aircraft on the ground. This did not go without a price as Lt Franklin Pate, struck by Flak, crashed in flames near Reggio Emila Airdrome and Lt Lyle Morehead mad an unsuccessful attempt to bail out after his P-38 caught fire and flipped on its back, only to crash near Bologna. 

	 
	 

	18 May 1944
	The group flew the mission which earned it the third Presidential Unit Citation. It occurred inn very poor weather, which caused several groups of bombers from continuing to their objective. It turned out one of the exceptions was a B-17 unit the 1st picked up on their way from the Ploesti refinery. Enemy aircraft pummeled the entourage for over twenty minutes and after a B-17 had been crippled to the point it could not keep up with the rest of its peers, the German's in traditional fashion keyed in on the weakest prey. However the enemy aircraft underestimated the loyalty of the P-38 escorts to their "Big Friends" as they dove after them shooting down four and scattering the rest. When all had been said and done one P-38 went down but the pilot, Lt Frank Williams of the 94th, safely bailed out and subsequently recovered. Despite the viciousness of the dogfights the group incurred no casualties on this day. 

	 
	 

	31 May 1944
	Lt. Urich and Robert Rasmussen, both of the 27th, ended up missing after another Ploesti mission. Ulrich ended up to be a prisoner of war but learned much later through the Swedish Red cross of Rasmussen's demise and the fact he was buried in Rumania.

	 
	 

	4 Jun 1944
	The Group celebrated their second anniversary overseas in style enjoying a chicken and steak dinner while being entertained by the USO troop.

	 
	 

	6 Jun 1944
	Despite the raids on Ploesti including the one the group participated in today the refinery still produced a substantial amount of petroleum. In addition, decoys of the refinery were fabricated to throw the bombers off track.

	 
	 

	10 Jun 1944
	Frustrated at the minimal effect of the high altitude raids on the refinery the 15th Air Force planned a low level dive bombing attack. At dawn, 45 aircraft from all three squadrons of the group met 48 P-38s of the 82nd Fighter who led the attack. Air aborts took out of the attack a total of 21 P-38, nine from the 1st Group. A segment of the 71st, Blue flight ended up cut off by the 82nd through a series of navigational corrections. Enroute to the target the 71st spotted At least a half-dozen Dornier bombers. When the 71st attacked them, they underestimated the numbers of Rumanian IAR 80s, often mistaken for the FW-190s, escorting the bombers. Although six were shot down, two by Shepard, two by Hoenshell and one each by Hisey and Flack, the 71st lost nine aircraft within the minutes. The pilots were Willie Flack, Lts, William Potter , Joseph Jackson, Vernon Baker, Albert Smith. Rudolph Janci and Ralph Hisey were also shot down but became POWs. Later Carl Hoenshell who shot down at least three aircraft, including the two bombers was killed himself on the way home when he was caught without ammunition. While this occurred, the 94th literally busted through an unexpected covey of enemy aircraft at low altitude to include more Do-217 bombers, an FW-190 aircraft, and trainer type bi-planes. Also at this time, the 82nd group along with the remaining aircraft from 27th and 71st Blue Flight still escorting them climbed to prepare for the dive bomb run. Something, most likely communication from the aircraft the Group ran into to the ground, tipped off the Ploesti defense forces and the beginnings of a smoke screen and a hail of anti aircraft welcomed what was supposed to be a surprise attack. The AAA fatally struck seven P-38s as the 82nd rained down 36, 1,000 pound bombs on the cracking plant, storage tanks, and refinery units. Two more were lost in strafing attacks on the return to Italy. After the attack targets of opportunity presented themselves. The 27th engaged 30-40 Me 109s resulting in four destroyed, four more damaged and two probable victories against the enemy. This happened at the cost of four 27th aircrews Cpt August Bischoff caught a wingtip while strafing and was killed. Harry Noone fell into enemy hands. William Mclellen ended up in partisan custody until late June and James Joye died. One 94th aircraft, flown by William McClellan, went down but the enemy captured him. Overall, the 1st lost 14 of its own but shot down 18 aircraft, including five from a single pilot, Herbert Hatch one of the few the 71st who survived. This resulted in the heaviest loss ever experienced by the group in a single day during the entire war.

	 
	 

	15 Jun 1944
	The group engaged in another costly strafing raid, losing two 94th pilots, Lts Dugglesby and Crandall by AAA at the Orange Plan de Dieu Airdrome in France. An FW-109 shadowed the flight for awhile before the group decided to shoot it down. Aver a half dozen additional enemy aircraft on the ground were also destroyed.

	 
	 

	16 Jun 1944
	On an escort mission to the Labau oil blending plant near Vienna, the group encountered roughly 30 enemy fighters. Phillip Smith and Bob Van Slice each destroyed an Me-109. Unfortunately, George Loughmiller, Thomas Vitale, and Samuel "Dusty" Barnes were all shot down in the Lake Balaton area.

	 
	 

	24 Jun 1944
	A newly trained Lt Maryln Kobiske from the 94th died, when he crashed just a mile north of Salsola air base. This incident reflected the one in ten loss due to local accidents involving training, orientation or testing flight.

	 
	 

	7 Jul 1944
	Renowned composer, Irving Berlin visited the 1st Fighter Group to have dinner with Colonel Richard and enjoy a P-38 piggy back ride with 71st pilot Howard Standridge.

	 
	 

	15 Jul 1944
	Major Francis Bucky Harris assumed command of the 94th. Major Francis Pope took relieved Cpt Thomas Rafael of the 27th. 

	 
	 

	16 Jul 1944
	Lt Jack Hughes died in a mid air collision with a 82nd Fighter Group P-38 on an escort mission to Wiener-Neudorf, Austria. Lt. Charles Morris crash landed, but uninjured, at Salsola. Lt Frank Holcomb endured an injury incurred by flak which had badly broken his right arm on a 400 mile trek back to home base. 

	 
	 

	18 Jul 1944
	The 27th came close to redeeming the group of its past losses during bomber escort mission over the Manzell Dornier Works. The 27th's 14 aircraft ended up being the only squadron in the position to engage a flight of 90 enemy fighters focusing on the bombers. After fierce dogfighting, the 27th came out of it unscathed with 14 confirmed victories and 11 more probable while successfully protecting their objectives.

	 
	 

	28 Jul 1944
	In a move out of character with German fighters, eenemy planes ignored the the bobers the group escorted to directly engage the aircraft from the 27th. 

	 
	 

	Jul 1944
	During this time the Group learned the fate of two of their aircrews, Lt William Grieshaber and Cyril Nolen. Lt William Grieshaber escaped his aircraft which crashed off the coast on 10 August 1943, swam to the shore only to be discovered, searched, robbed and shot in cold blood by German soldiers. Cyril Nolen who went down earlier in the war, on 20 April ended up as a POW but escaped with buddy Dick Mart and worked their way through dangerous obstacles to American lines.

	 
	 

	6 Aug 1944
	The group flew an uneventful and successful escort mission to the airfields at Plan de Dieu and Valence France.

	 
	 

	10 Aug 1944
	As part of Operation ANVIL, the invasion of Southern France, the air echelon began their move to Aghione airfield, Corsica.

	 
	 

	15 Aug 1944
	D-Day, and the Group, tasked to dive bomb some targets, were distracted by 11 Me. 109s. Robert Longoworth shot one down while it fired at Major James Morehead who was in a dive and looking for victory of his own. 

	 
	 

	18 Aug 1944
	Lt. Harold Kline of the 71st, failed to return. The Group left Corsica to return to Italy

	 
	 

	19 Aug 1944
	The 27th lost Lt. Lauren Erickson. A flight of eight aircraft composed of both the 27th and 94th strafed an ammunition laden train west of Avignon and headed for the invasion front. The resulting explosions from this mission crippled three aircraft. Dick Arrowsmith crash landed not far from the target area, Walter Gonring also crash landed at Cape Calvi, Corsica, and Cpt Tom Maloney a leading ace in the 27th with eight victories ditched in the Ocean just off the French Coast. After drifting toward the beach, a land mine welcomed him back on shore and Maloney spent three days drifting in and out of consciousness. Eventually he moved inland to find water by means of pulling himself backward in a sitting position. This ordeal itself lasted five more days and after constructing a makeshift raft, he navigated a marsh into a French settlement from where he was taken to a French hospital where little could be done, than subsequently into the more capable hands of U.S. Army medics. After a week hiding out with a French family, the French Resistance took him through the lines back to Corsica. 

	 
	 

	20 Aug 1944
	Lt Robert Taylor and Lt Walter St. John, both from the 94th crashed in flames.

	 
	 

	Aug 1944
	As the group's planes lined up to take off for a mission a B-17 taking off the same runway, crashed into it, holding up the mission until the debris were cleared and 

	 
	 

	Aug 1944
	Five P-38s were lost and two pilots killed when one of the aircraft crashed on the runway and forced the other aircraft waiting to come down to run out of fuel while circling around. 

	 
	 

	31 Aug 1944
	The Group flew an unusually delightful mission to transport nearly 1,000 repatriated Allied airman to include six pilots from the 1st: Lt Harry Noone (27th) , Edward Ulrich (27th), Herbert Foor (27th), Ralph Hisey (71st), and Raymond Geyman (94th). 

	 
	 

	Sep 1944
	Lt Raymond Maxfield returned after being hit by Flak west of Bologna on 5 June 44.

	 
	 

	Sep 1944
	For unknown reasons a pilot from the 1st pursuit group ended up tasked to go on a shuttle mission to a host airfield in Poltava Russia to bring back a barely repaired P-38.

	 
	 

	11 Sep 1944
	Six pilots departed to pick up new P-38s at Burtonwood, just outside Liverpool England. After their arrival the pilots were told their planes wouldn't be ready for another week. Good news for them since they spent the time waiting in London.

	 
	 

	Oct 1944
	Because of bad weather only 14 missions were flown the entire month

	 
	 

	14 Oct 1944
	Following an escort mission to Bleckhammer, Germany the squadron strafed targets of opportunity on the return. After he was his aircraft was hit, Howard Dale bailed out and ended up captured. another damaged aircraft, piloted by Bill Doughtery fared better landing at Foggia airfield after ground fire severed his hydraulic line.

	 
	 

	Oct 1944
	In a training accident, Lt Robert Jurgensen crashed and was killed during a local orientation flight.

	 
	 

	20 Oct 1944
	During a escort mission of B-17s attacking oil targets near Ragensburg, Germany the group encountered heavy and accurate Flak south of Bologna Italy. Two aircraft from the 71st were hit, two others collided in mid-air, and another incurred damage when debris from the collision struck it. The aircraft which collided piloted by Lts Olsen and Twedt and the third party hit by the debris, Lt Wisner went down without any visible signs they ejected. Capt Elliot, one of the aircraft hit by ground fire crash landed at Duress, Italy uninjured.

	 
	 

	Nov 1944
	Improved weather allowed for a dozen bomber escort missions, three strafing/dive bombing missions in Yugoslavia and an escort/strafing mission in Vienna. Targets consisted of transportation systems to hamper any German counterattack against the Russians.

	 
	 

	7 Nov 1944
	Major Bucky Harris led a strafing mission on enemy convoys in Yugoslavia. 

	 
	 

	16 Nov 1944 
	Lt Chester Heien led the 94th on a strafing attack against truck convoys near Sarajevo, Yugoslavia. Two pilots, Evert Johnson of the 27th and Edward Steffani from the 71st were lost. A third pilot landed safely in a damaged aircraft at Salsola. 

	26 Nov 1944
	The group encountered Germany's jet fighter for the first time. Lt Royal Nyby of the 94th led a flight returning from a photo escort mission to Munich. Near Innsbruck at 26,000 feet the flight spotted the Me 262. The jet plane made a pass from the stern at the filght and one pilot, Guy Thomas of the 94th seemed to disappear. It turned out Thomas had been shot down and spent time in a German hospital before dying from his wounds on December 4th.

	 
	 

	Dec 1944
	The group flew nine bomber raids during this month. The accident/loss rate increased. Early in the month Lt Louis Driggs and Richard Sykes of the 94th bailed out and was injured on return form a photo escort mission. Sykes was shot up and bailed out near Russian lines south of Budapest. 

	 
	 

	6 Dec 1944
	Although the 27th shot down an He-111, so many people were involved no individual claimant was determined.

	 
	 

	31 Dec 1944
	Capt Bob Bostwick led the 94th and group in a fighter sweep near Munich, Tegensburg, and Passau, Germany. As a result, six parked enemy aircraft, two rail station houses, five locomotives, one power station , a radar station an numerous freight cars were destroyed.


