	1 Jan 1943
	Lts Sauer and Meldrum Sears from the 71st claimed victory over two Ju. 52s.

	 
	 

	2 Jan 1943
	Capt Joe Glenn, 27th commander, sustained wounds while destroying an Me. 109. . Lts Mendenall and Weil each claimed an Me. 109, however Lt. Henry Smith was shot down and taken prisoner.

	 
	Capt. Runyon of the 27th received credit for a victory 

	 
	 

	7 Jan 1943
	Italian aircraft shot down Lt J.C. Harrison (Bugs) Lentz of the 94th who was subsequently captured and escaped from a sinking submarine. 

	 
	 

	10 Jan 1943
	A flight of four JU-88s bombed Biskra destroying three aircraft, damaging another, and wounding three enlisted men.

	 
	 

	11 Jan 1943
	During an escort mission to Bizert Lts. William Lovell and William Wilson of the 94th were killed.

	 
	 

	12 Jan 1943
	On a fighter sweep in the Gulf of Gabes, Joseph Smith of the 71st bailed out after the Germans shot down his aircraft. He reportedly died when machine guns fired at his parachute. 

	 
	 

	14 Jan 1943
	The 71st lost Lts Dalts and Meyer in combined attack with the 27th against airfields at Sousse and Sfax. T.H. Runyon of the 27th bailed out while wounded west of Gabes and captured.

	 
	Major Rudell of the 71st credited with a victory

	 
	 

	15 Jan 1943
	Lt McWherter died during a taxiing-take off accident, caused by the zero visibility brought upon by the blowing dust of Biskra.

	 
	 

	18 Jan 1943
	During an escort mission with B-17s to Castel Benito the group sent 38 P-38s. Lt Burton Weil went down to become a POW, Lts Stevens and Sulliven each claimed a Macchi 202.

	 
	The following received official credits for victories on this date, Capt. Stevens, Lt. Sullivan and Capt. Darrell Welch all of the 27th, each credited one.

	 
	 

	20 Jan 1943
	The group participated in a fighter sweep over the Tripoli area, strafing truck traffic on the Gabes-Ben Gardane road. Benton Miller of the 94th directly encountered a telephone pole and had somehow managed to nurse his aircraft safely back to Biskra.

	 
	 

	21 Jan 1943
	Captain John Eiland Jr. of the 71st credited a victory

	 
	 

	22 Jan 1943
	The 71st lost two pilots Lts Landers and Dunn during a strafing mission on vihicles on the Ben Gardane road.

	 
	 

	23 Jan 1943
	The 71st moved to Ain M'Lilla. This would prove to be a fairly brief excursion and the last time one of the squadrons would be located separately. 

	 
	 

	31 Jan 1943
	Capt. Joel Owens Jr. credited with victory while flying for the 27th

	 
	 

	4 Feb 1943
	The Group made a double effort with ten P-38s and 18 B-17s, followed by ten additional P-38s escorting a flight of 24 B-17s. Another flight of P-38s hit an airfield west of Gabes. Captain Rimke claimed an Me. 109.

	 
	Captain Rimke of the 94th and Lt. Lee Wiseman from the 71st each receive a single credit

	 
	 

	6 Feb 1943
	Lt Willis Mathews of the 94th receives cone victory credit

	 
	 

	8 Feb 1943
	The 27th and 9th begin a 125 mile move north of Biskra to Chateau d'un du Rhumel.

	 
	 

	14 Feb 1943
	15 Pilots flew 15 P-38s from the Lockheed installation in Belfast to Algiers

	 
	 

	17 Feb 1943
	The Group departed Biskra for Chateau d'un du Rhumel under command of the North African Strategic Air Force.

	 
	 

	22 Feb 1943
	Pilots who were part of the Bolero operation are given Air Medals. Lt Shahan received Silver Star for victory over Iceland.

	 
	 

	23 Feb 1943
	Two days after a hard drive by the Germans through Kasserine pass, the weather cleared enough for the 27th and 94th to strafe through the pass, encountering heavy anti-aircraft fire, from both friendly and enemy forces below, level with, and even above the P-38's low flight path. Of the 12 aircraft sent eight came back. Rimke and Chambers went down in the Pass and two more crash landed behind Allied lines north of Kasserine. Nearly every plane was hit. 

	 
	 

	24 Feb 1943
	The group mustered all the P-38s it could for a second day of strafing runs on Kasserine Pass.

	 
	 

	28 Feb 1943
	The 71st joined the 27th and 94th at Chateau D'um du Rhumel.

	 
	 

	3 Mar 1943
	Five pilots in the 71st reach the 150 hours 50 combat sorties required for reassignment. 

	 
	While on an escort mission to El Aouina Harry Dowd was killed. 

	 
	 

	8 Mar 1943
	All three squadrons escorted B-17s on an anti-shipping mission east of Bizerte After dogfighting Me. 109s and FW 190s the group destroyed five 109s and two Focke Wulfs; probable kills on five additional Me. 109s and damaged two 190s with no losses by the group.

	 
	 

	(Late) Mar 1943
	A P-38 captured and flown by a German pilot shot down Harold Lentz. Lentz crash landed in a desert canyon in North Africa. After struggling to get out of the cockpit constantly forgetting what had been attached between him and his aircraft, parachute, throat mic etc. friendly Arabs rescued him.

	 
	 

	5 Apr 1943
	While the 71st provided top cover, engaging enemy escort fighters, the 27th, along with the 82 group jumped an enemy force of 50-75 Ju. 52s, six Stukas, 20 Me. 109s and four FW-190s. The combined Lightening unit destroyed 11 JU. 52s, two 109s and two Stukas. In the melee two 27th pilots were lost, Donald Field and Donald Hilgert.

	 
	 

	10 Apr 1943
	The group destroyed 20 SM-75 and SM-82 transports, replacements for Rommel's Afrika Corps and eight Me. 109s or similar shaped Macchi 202s without any loss Colonel Garman and Capt Eiland led the 71st and engaged most of the transports.

	 
	 

	12 Apr 1943
	All three squadrons escorted a wave of B-17s on a mission against shipping assets at the Tunis docks. A running dogfight resulted in two Me. 109s and two FW 190s destroyed.

	 
	 

	13 Apr 1943
	During a bombing mission in the harbor at Porto Torres a P38 scored a hit on two freighters moored side by side the delivered munition ripped straight through the first and didn't detonate until it struck the second putting both out of commission.

	 
	The Group escorted B-17s to Caglari harbor.

	 
	 

	17 Apr 1943
	While escorting B-17s Captain James Harman, the 94th CO downed a Ju.88 but in turn hit and forced to parachute. His parachute had been strafed and Cpt Harmon subsequently killed along with Lt Anderson with the 27th. Lts. Matthews and Lowe both claimed a Ju. 88 and Harold Lentz claimed a probable on both an Me. 109 and an Me. 210.

	 
	 

	(early) May 1943
	Eddie Rickenbacker again visited the group. Enlisted members stood in line for hours only to be told Rickenbacker would only speak to pilots.

	 
	 

	6 May 1943
	Lts Burke and Bryson of the 27th lost while escorting B-17s to Trapani, Sicily.

	 
	 

	10 May 1943
	While strafing a Sicilian airfield Lt George Burger was reported missing.

	 
	 

	14 May 
	On a dive-bomb/strafing mission in the Cagliari area of Southern Sardinia. Lt Augustus Reese of the 94th ended up caught up in a bomb blast and killed. A Shellowater Texas native, Reese AFB in Lubbock Texas was named in his honor

	 
	 

	13 May 1943
	The last German forces in Africa surrendered ending the campaign known as Operation TORCH. The P-38s stayed until June flying dangerous werther recon missions over Sardinia, Scily nad other parts of Italy.

	 
	 

	19 May 1943
	27th Ace John Wolford was KIA

	 
	 

	22 May 1943
	Donald Lowe of the 94th was hit by anti-aircraft fire on a mission to Boca di Falco airfield near Palmero, Sicily. He ended up lost after being forced to bail out over the water

	 
	27th pilot Jrobert Brits missing in action near Sardinia.

	 
	 

	 
	 

	Early June
	Captain John Eilan relieved as 71st C.O. by Captain Joe Miles.

	 
	After escorting a York transport en route to Tripoli the group discovered the identity of its passenger, the King of England.

	 
	 

	5 Jun 1943
	Lt Ed "Bo" Shaw of the 27th shot down and taken prisoner

	 
	 

	20 Jun 1943
	While the Group escorted B-26 Maurauders to Castelvetrano in Sicily, Lts James Cronin and Edward Esser, both of the 94th were reported missing after heavy resistance. They ended up as prisoners of war. Lt. Leon Thompson went down and Herbert McQown was wounded, both were from the 27th. The group accounted for a total of eight 109s in two seperate engagements.. Harold Lentz of the 94th alone claimed three in 45 seconds. 

	 
	 

	24 Jun 1943
	While dive bombing in Sardinia 94th pilot John Hay went down and Lts David Conn and Thurman Nielson went down Nielson became a prisoner of war and Conn was reported missing in action. On the same mission Gilbert Butler found himself stranded from his flight with four Me 109s after him. He remained ahead of the 109s on a run for home even with a left engine shot out. Knowing they would hit him while landing Butler made a 180 and faced his enemies. By "beutiful shooting, accident, luck, or all three" he hie the lead 109 and splashed it. When he turned again for home with three 109s remaining and firing at him Butler rammed rudder and skidded the plane. He turned again and downed a second 109 after which the remaining two "bugged out."

	 
	 

	25 Jun 1943
	Five pilots ended up missing after another Bocca di Falco dive bombing attack including XO Cpt. Stentz, Lts Bennett, Hall and Freng of the 27th, and Max Rayburn of the 94th. It turned out Max received serious wounds to the right arm and landed near a hospital in Tunis where he received medical treatment and some helpful advice.

	 
	 

	Late Jun
	The Group moved to Mauter #3 a dry lake bed south of Ferryville, Tunisia and a mile north of Mateur. 

	 
	 

	1 Jul 1943
	Major Too Weelensiek took over the 94th from Maj George Sutcliffe.

	 
	 

	10 Jul 1943
	OPERATION HUSKEY began with eight separate strafing and dive bombing missions to eastern, southeastern and central Sicily. Two pilots ended up missing and two pilots killed, Lt. Robert Kuba, a 27th pilot seen to crash into an enemy tank, and Howard Gilliam from the 94th.

	 
	 

	11 Jul 1943
	Dive bombing and strafing continued. Four more pilots ended up missing. Lt.s Chapman and Diamond collided in mid air, however Chapman would bail out and return to his unit on the 16th after evasion. On the second pass late in the afternoon anti aircraft fire from tanks hit Dee Johnson from the 94th. Johnson managed to keep his plane flying for awhile until he plunged into the sea. Charlie Brown, a 27th pilot bailed out over the target area when he was hit by anti-aircraft fire, resulting in a bizarre encounter with Italian troops.

	 
	 

	15 Jul 1943
	After being ordered to bombard a bridge in Catania, the 94th, Jack Hanton noticed Lt. Holcomb flying erratically, suddenly Hocmb struck Boggess cutting the two both tail booms and both drove straight into the ground. 

	 
	 

	16 Jul 1943
	The 94th commander, Otto Wellendiek, and Archie Jackson were directed to deliver what turned out to be a set of invasion maps to Sicily.

	 
	 

	17 Jul 1943
	This day consisted of massive bombing raids on the Naples area a major hub of transportation for assets from Germany to Sicily.

	 
	 

	19 Jul 1943
	For the first time in the war, Rome is marked as a bombing target

	 
	 

	22 Jul 1943
	Group escorted B-26s toward the railroad yards at Rome. Also, Robert Viall escorted PBY on a air-sea rescue mission

	 
	 

	5 Aug 1943
	Lt Harold Herr, victim of a malfunctioning compass, strayed far off course and bailed out off the coast of Sardinia. After three weeks in a dinghy a passing freighter finally picked him up.

	 
	 

	9 Aug 1943
	All three squadrons escorted B-26s to Angitola on two separate missions. After the raid three enemy fighters challenged the 71st but were driven away. The 27th incurred more damage as two of the planes were hit so badly the aircraft needed to make emergency landings in Sicily. 

	 
	 

	10 Aug 1943
	The 94th suffered losses during a bombing/strafing mission near Bova, Italy with the 71st. Lt Glenn Terry crashed and exploded on railroad tracks, William Grieshaber, caught fire from being hit and crashed , and Lt. John Wilson went down in the sea. 

	 
	 

	12 Aug 1943
	After attacking Grazzianise Airdrome in Italy, Lts Miller and Peters of the 71st Squadron were forced to bail out over the sea when they encountered and tangled with an estimated 25 aircraft.

	 
	 

	13 Aug 1943
	The group worked with the 82nd group in an escort of over 100 B-26s on a massive raid against railroad yards, industrial areas and airfield in and around Rome. Donald Kienholz scored a victory over an Me. 109.

	 
	 

	14 Aug 1943
	General Spaatz visited the airfield accompanied by Generals Doolittle, and Webster. Departing Colonel Garman and the squadron commanders all received decorations.

	 
	The allies concluded Operation HUSKEY, the securing of Sicily.

	 
	 

	20 Aug 1943
	On a return to the Naples area five of the group's P-38s escorting the B-26s to Caserta were lost. Robert Allan, Philip Sager, Jr. and Roane Sias of the 94th went Down Sias bailed out and after being captured, escaped, He returned to the squadron in 1944. Sager recovered in a German hospital and left behind to advancing American forces when the Germans evacuated. From the 27th Lts Adolphus Webb and Harold Post went down.

	 
	 

	23 Aug 1943
	P-38s aircrews of the 82nd Fighter Group combined with the 1st to practice for the raids at Foggia 

	 
	 

	25 Aug 1943
	Major Gorge Rush led the mission to Foggia resulting in over 47 German planes destroyed with only two planes lost from the 1st group alone. Marcel Willams of the 27th bailed out after being hit by flak, Robert Viall of the 71st could not release his belly tanks, forced to leave the formation and never heard from again. For this mission the group received its first Presidential Unit Citation.

	 
	 

	26-27 Aug 1943
	The group returned to escorting B-26 to Italy, Grazzianise airfield, to Caserta, and to Naples.

	 
	 

	28 Aug 1943
	The group escorted B-26s to Aversa and encountered 25-30 enemy aircraft. The group destroyed three but Lts Rudnick, Winegar, Catledge, Warren and Phillips were reported missing. Phillips turned up the next day however, the other three, with the exception of one, Catledge, never did. When Catledge did return in the spring of 1944 he told of his downing, imprisonment, double escape and evasion. He also explained one of the aircraft, piloted by Rutlidge, went straight down into the ground. While imprisoned Catledge met David Deisenroth from the 1st. 

	 
	 

	30 Aug 1943
	An escort mission protecting B-26s to their target at Aversa marshalling yards. During this time two waves of German fighters challenged the bombers and P-38s in a battle which numbered 75 highly aggressive and persistent aircraft against 44 P-38s. The group ended up with 13 pilots not returning from the mission, five of those from the 94th were lost; Lts John Cram, Ralph Peck, Charles Woodward, David Parlett and Harold Rigney. Hal Rigney and David Parlett were captured, escaped and returned to the squadron in the summer of 1944, Jack Pettus turned out to be the only #4 man to return. An interesting fact surrounds the downing of Hal Rigney. Rigney flew in a rear positioned and noticed a stray P-38 flew in behind him. When this P-38 started firing it hit Rigney causing him to bail out. It a captured P-38 flown by a German was the culprit. Parlett bailed out burned and bruised into the water where he was picked up and taken prisoner he shared the same prison with Catledge captured two days previously. The 71st lost five, Lts John Wiley, Clarence Southard and Walter Morrison were missing. Lr Ralph Turrentine was presumed killed in a mid-air collion with German fighters. The 27th lost Lts Harry Warmker, Clifford Randol, Jerome Weinberg and F/O Donald Deisenroth. This turned out to be the greatest lost the group suffered in a single day and earned it the second Presidential unit citation.

	 
	 

	3 Sep 1943
	Italy surrenders to the allies.

	 
	 

	4 Sep 1943
	The group strafed German airfields around Naples.

	 
	 

	9 Sep 1943
	Operation AVALANCHE, the landings at Salerno.

	 
	A four ship flight from the 94th operating for a brief time out of Dittaino, strafed German reinforcements in a valley. Heavy antiaircraft fire hit two of the aircraft heavy enough to bring them down. James Dibble, the flight lead ended up killed and Stan Wojcik bailed out with severe burns around his face and eyes.

	 
	 

	10 Sep 1943
	The group flew ten missions Lt Stanley Stuber of the 71st bailed out after being attached F/O Joseph Boyd also went down. Both pilots returned to the squadron.

	 
	 

	11 Sep 1943
	Lt Marion Phillips, of the 71st was lost on an early morning mission over the ocean. The 71st flew in intense Salerno operations the first of the four missions started at 0455 for beach area patrol. In mid morning 11 P-38s from all three squadrons dive bombed and strafed in southern Italy. At 11:15 11 more P-38s went on patrol and 12 27th P-38s departed Dittaino at 1540 hours assigned to the Capri-Salerno. Some 12 to 15 aircraft were encountered and Lt Rodney Fisher of the 71st shot down an FW 190 and two Me. 109s bringing his total victories to five. The Lightenings returned at 1930 hours to complete the ninth mission of the day. A typical day at Dittaino for each of the squadrons. 

	 
	 

	12 Sep 1943
	The group kept busy with repeated dive-bombing and strafing attacks against elusive and dangerous ground attacks and help save the Allies from being driven into the sea.

	 
	 

	15 Sep 1943
	The group dropped men and planes into a wheat field in Sicily overlaid with steel matting to support the Allied invasion at Salerno.

	 
	 

	18 Sep 1943
	After the successful invasion of Italy contributed by the group through a total of 87 missions, the squadrons regrouped at Mateur and enjoyed a well deserved break from operational flying to last two weeks. 

	 
	 

	22 Sep 1943
	The group provided escort for units of the Regia Aeronautica. Over 200 aircraft transferred to North Africa.

	 
	 

	1 Oct 1943
	Americans take over Naples

	 
	 

	3 Oct 1943
	The 71st lost three pilots in dive bombing missions. Lts Hobart Vincent and James Commer collided in mid-air. Ralph Parrish also failed to return from the mission. 

	 
	 

	5 Oct 1943
	The group moved to Gambut Libya, near Tobruk in support of the evacuation of british troops caught on the German invaded island of Cos in the Dodecanese. The worst enemy faced while at Gambut came in the form of sandstorms. 

	 
	 

	15 Oct 1943
	After fighting the sandstorms in Libya the group returned to Mateur only to contend with the rainstorms turning what was a dry lake bed into a sea of mud.

	 
	 

	21 Oct 1943
	P-38s from all three squadrons escorted B-26s to targets in Italy when they were jumped by about fifteen enemy aircraft. The P-38s claimed five 109s an one FW 190 at the cost of three 71st pilots, Lts Junior Downing and John Lion together with FO Spaulding failed to return

	 
	 

	23 Oct 1943
	The 27th engaged 20 enemy aircraft and downed three of them plus several probables. Lt Dwight Terry ended up among the missing. Planes form the 71st and 94th flying ahead of the 27th heard a fight had engaged but couldn't locate it.

	 
	 

	31 Oct 1943
	The ground echelon of the group arrived at Caglirari, Sardinia after nearly a year after landing near Oran. The group conducted a month of dual operations with the air components still in Africa.

	 
	 

	6 Nov 1943
	The group's air echelon moved to Djedeida, about 60 miles from Tunis.

	 
	 

	7 Nov 1943
	Lt Paul Binsley of the 71st disappeared without explanation. Although a test flight, the loss of his horizon over the sea seemed the most probable cause.

	 
	Conditions at Djedeida worsened with an unguarded environment absent of floors and stoves in the tents against a penetrating rainy cold. 

	 
	The 27th flight surgeon, Archibold Adams rummaged through a Quartermaster installation, vacated by a fire due to the explosion of a nearby ammunition dump. He covertly loaded an ambulance with tow dozen large cans of boned chicken. He shared this delicacy only among the other 27th pilots who consumed it only after the hours of darkness and have sworn to secrecy. 

	 
	The group flew one of its longest missions escorting B-24s to Athens with an outgoing fuel stop in Sicily. The mission log from one aircrew showed a duration of 9:05 hours. 

	 
	 

	21 Nov 1943
	During an escort of B-26s to bomb railroad bridges in Italy, several enemy aircraft were engaged with damage to two of the group's planes. 

	 
	Lt. Russell Williams blew a tire on a dirt strip and tipped up and over upside down. While delays to extricate were ordered with fear of a fire Lt. Williams choked on his helmet strap and died.

	 
	 

	9 Dec 1943
	The air echelon flew to Gioia del Colle, Italy. Major Hanes transferred to group as Operations Officer and Capt Lee Wiseman assumed command of the 71st.

	 
	 

	Dec 1943
	While escorting B-26s two 71st pilots Lts George Parker and Edward Tanner collided in mid air and became prisoners of war. Lt Elson Bondra, a Petdog pilot was killed in a running 20 minute encounter with 15-20 enemy aircraft. 

	 
	Once established at Gioia, two escort missiont to Greece were flown. The first to the Athens dock area Kalamki Airdrome 71st pilot James Ferguson turned back due to low oxygen and jumped on by three Mc. 202s. He turned into them and hit the lead aircraft. 

	 
	 

	20 Dec 1943
	The balance of the group left Cagliari by boat enroute to Naples.

	 
	Returning from an escort mission to Greece, Lt. Harmer Lipowicz and F/P Charles Brown, all of the 94th crashed into the hills were after the weather had closed in on them. The 27th lost Francis Mackle in the same manner.

	 
	 

	21 Dec 1943
	The ground echelon departed Cagliari harbor destined for Naples. 

	 
	 

	22 Dec 1943
	The group arrived at Naples where everyone received tasks at the harbor to include loading, sorting mail and guard duty.

	 
	 

	25 Dec 1943
	Members spent Christmas unloading their ship in Naples. A mission escorting B-17s into the Udine in poor visibility, the 27th fought four to eight FW 190s. After a round of confusing maneuvers on both the part of fighter and bomber the p-38s ended up with the wrong wing of bombers bound for Bolzano Italy. Although the planes ran out of gas the aircraft all landed safely on allied fields. 

	 
	 

	29 Dec 1943
	The group arrived at Foggia, Italy, also know as Salsola.

	 
	 

	30 Dec 1943
	Pilots flew on an interesting but unsuccessful rescue mission to keep any Germans from an area in Albania where a C-47, loaded with 12 nurses, overshot Italy and crash landed. The P-38s were eventually called back and the nurses escaped by boat.

	 
	 

	31 Dec 1943
	Personnel status of the Group at the end of 1943 were as follows.

KIA:21

Missing: 76

Prisoner of War: 16

Accidental Deaths: 6

Wounded/Injured: 16

Escaped and returned: 7


