	1934
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	1 Jan 1934
	The following types of airplanes were in use in the Group on the first day of January, 1934: 1 P-6A, 16 P-6E, 1 XP6C, 16 P-12E, 1 P-l2 7 YP-12K, 16 YIP-16, 2 BT-2A,1 BT-2B; 1 O-19B, 1O -33, 1 PT-3, 1 PT-3A, 1 C-4A,1 C-9, 1 C-24 and 1 OA-3, a total of 69 airplanes. All P6 types were assigned the 17th Squadron, the P-12types assigned the 27 squadron and the YIP-16 two place pursuit planes were in use in the 94th Pursuit Squadron. The miscellaneous types were assigned the 57th and 38th squadrons.

	 
	 

	5 Jan 1934
	Major Alai H. Gilkeson Air Corps, Group Executive, was directed to duty with the Civilian Conservation Corps as District Commander. 9th District, with Headquarters at Bay City, Michigan.

	 
	 

	9 Jan 1934
	Forty-two officers and twenty-two enlisted men in 34 pursuit type airplanes and two transport airplanes, under command Lieutenant Colonel Andrews, departed for Miami, Florida, to participate in the All-American Air Races.

	 
	 

	12 Jan 1934
	First Lieutenant Yantis H. Taylor, Air Corps, assigned Group Headquarters

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	16 Jan 1934
	Second Lieutenant Clark L. Miller, Air-Reserve, 94th Squadron, escaped injury when O-19B airplane he was attempting to take-off from Selfridge Field, Michigan, with load of foodstuffs for Camp Skeel broke in two just forward of vertical stabilizer.

	 
	Miami Flight returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan.

	 
	 

	22 Jan 1934
	Eighteen officer pilots and eighteen P-6E type airplanes of the 17th Pursuit Squadron under command Capte1n George P. Tourtellot, A. C., departed for Camp Skeel, Oscoda, Michigan, for aerial gunnery training in connection with quarterly test of aircraft with full military load.

	 
	 

	23 Jan 1934
	All available pilots of the 27th and 94th Pursuit Squadrons departed for Camp Skeel, Oscoda, Michigan, to participate in full military load tests of airplanes assigned this group.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Frank H. Evans, Air Reserve, 38th Pursuit Squadron, nosed over in deep sand with P-6E airplanes of the 17th Pursuit Squadron at Camp Skeel, Michigan, 10: A.M.

	 
	 

	24 Jan 1934
	Second Lieutenant Milhorne W. Reed, Air Corps, 17th pursuit Squadron, C escaped injury when he landed P-6E airplane on ice of Lake Van Etten after propeller blades had been shot off by shots from .50 calibre gun.

	 
	 

	28 Jan 1934
	While ferrying P-6E airplane from overhaul at Fairfield Depot to Selfridge Field, Michigan, Second Lieutenant Edwin R. French, Air Corps; l7thSquadron, forced down at Milan, Michigan, due to inclement weather and airplane flipped over in deep mud. Airplane returned to Fairfield Air Depot by truck for overhaul.

	 
	 

	30 Jan 1934
	The full military load tests of all airplanes of the First Pursuit Group having been completed, the 17th and 94th Pursuit Squadrons returned from Camp Skeel, the 27th Pursuit Squadron remaining to complete firing.

	 
	 

	31 Jan 1934
	Forty-seven airplanes of the Group ordered out from Selfridge Field and Camp Skeel to participate in search for four men reported marooned on ice floe in Saginaw Bay.

	 
	 

	1 Feb 1934
	Search for men missing on ice floe abandoned at 4:00 PM when men reported to have reached shore safely.

	 
	 

	9 Feb 1934
	Radio advice from the Chief of Air Corps that the Army Air Corps flay be called upon to carry all Air Mail in the United States resulted in the 27th Pursuit Squadron being recalled from Camp Skeel.

	 
	 

	11 Feb 1934
	Army Air Corps ordered to carry Air Mail by Executive Order. Thirty-five pilots from First Pursuit Group, together with ten P-12E and six P-6E type airplanes to be assigned this duty.

	 
	Shops of the 57th Service Squadron prepared to immediate1y rework 0-38 type airplanes assigned the Minnesota, Michigan, Utah and Colorado National Guard for this work. Post and Group immediately placed on a twenty-four hour operating basis.

	 
	 

	12 Feb 1934
	Captain Warren A. Maxwell, A. C., recalled from leave and assigned to Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	 
	 

	13 Feb 1934
	First Lieutenants Harlan T. McCormick, Alfred A. Kessler Jr. John W. Kirby, and Second Lieutenants Ernest K. Warburton, Norman D. Sillin, Curtis E. LeMay, Jesse Auton, George F. McGuire, George F. Schlatter, Howard M. McCoy, Clark N. Piper, Torgils Wold, Charles H. Anderson, Frank G. Jamison and Durward O. Lowry, Air Corps, detailed to Air Mail Duty.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Charles H. Anderson, Air Corps, 17th Squadron, forced to use parachute two miles east of New Haven, Michigan 9:20 AM when P-6E airplane shed wings while in power dive.

	 
	 

	14 Feb 1934
	Captain George P. Tourtellot, First Lieutenants James E. Parker, Earle E. Partridge, Second Lieutenants Norman .R. Burnett, Joe W. Kelly, Air Corps, and Second Lieutenants Bruce C. Pettigrew, John E. Cook, Frank H. Evans, Herman E. Hurst, Lloyd C. Bidwell, Charles P. Hollstein, Herman H. Portman, John V. Bordeno, Clyde H; Wood, Clarence P. Dittman, Charles R. Springer, John Stewart, John A. Way, John F. Strickler, Jr. , Newton H. Crumley, Charles D. Manhart, Edwin A. Warren, Everett Senter, William Sanders, William T. Arthur, Thomas J. Gaughen, Air-Reserve, assigned to Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	15 Feb 1934
	First Lieutenant Thayer S. Olds, and Second Lieutenant Emmett O1Donnell, Edwin R. French, Paul M. Jacobs and Francis I. Griswold, Air Corps, assigned to Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	16 Feb 1934
	Captains Fred C. Nelson and Audrey B. Ballard, Second Lieutenant Karl G. E. Gimmler, Air Corps, assigned to Air. Mail duty.

	 
	 

	17 Feb 1934
	Second Lieutenants Albert W. Shephard, Minthorne W. Reed, Air Corps, assigned to Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	19 Feb 1934
	First Lieutenant Yantis H. Taylor, Air-Corps, transferred from Group Headquarters to 94th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Arthur W. Meehan, Air Corps, transferred from 57th Service Squadron to 27th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Frederick W. Castle, Air Corps, 17th Squadron, resigned the service.

	 
	 

	18 Feb 1934
	Second Lieutenant John H. Gibson, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, forced to jump from 0-38 airplane near Mans-field, Ohio, 8:23 PM, while participating in Air Mail flight from Chicago, Illinois, to Cleveland, Ohio.

	 
	 

	22 Feb 1934
	Second Lieutenant Durward O. Lowry, Air Corps, 94th Pursuit Squadron, killed in crash of 0-39 airplane 4:00 AM near Deschler, Ohio. Lieutenant jumped from the airplane but parachute became fouled in tail surfaces.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Charles P. Hollstein, Air-Reserve, 17th Pursuit Squadron, suffered severe cuts about head and neck when P-13E airplane being flown on Air Mail duty crashed into side of mountains near Uniontown, Pennsylvania.

	 
	 

	23 Feb 1934
	Second Lieutenant Daniel C. Doubleday, Air Corps, transferred from Group Headquarters to 17th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	Second Lieutenant George. F. Schlatter, Air Corps. 17th Pursuit Squadron, escaped injury in crash of P-6E airplane after forced landing near Columbus, Ohio, while flying the air mail.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Norman R. Burnett, Air Corps, 17th Pursuit Squadron, suffered a broken leg in jump from 0-39 airplane near Fremont, Ohio, 4:00 AM while on air mail duty. Lieutenant Burnett successfully cleared the airplane but on landing struck a barn breaking his leg and settling in a ditch. He could hear people searching around for him but it was not until daylight that he was discovered in the ditch partially covered with snow.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Howard M. McCoy, Air Corps, 94th Pursuit Squadron, had forced landing in 0-39 due to engine trouble and sporadic bursts of fire. Immediately after landing, Lieutenant McCoy removed the mail pouches and the airplane shortly thereafter exploded.

	 
	Lieutenant Mitchell, Air-Reserve, Langley Field, had forced landing in YIP-16 airplane of the 94th Squadron near Elizabeth, Kentucky, completely demolishing the airplane.

	 
	 

	24 Feb 1934
	Military funeral services held at Selfridge Field, Michigan in the hangar of the 94th Pursuit Squadron, A. C., for Second Lieutenant Durward O. Lowry, Air Corps. Immediately after the services, the remains were shipped to Washington, D.C., for internment in Arlington National Cemetery.

	 
	 

	1 Mar 1934
	Second Lieutenant Frank G. Jamison, A. C., 27th Squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	4 Mar 1934
	Corporal Dewey Miracle, 94th Squadron, discharged by reason of physical disability resulting in injuries received in crash of P-16 airplane on 17 Jun 1933

	 
	 

	9 Mar 1934
	Second Lieutenant Karl G. E. Gimmler, A. C., 94th Squadron rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	10 Mar 1934
	Second Lieutenant Clement J. Gaster, Air-Reserve, 17th Squadron, assigned to duty in connection with Air Mail operations.

	 
	 

	11 Mar 1934
	Second Lieutenant Francis H. Griswold, A. C. , 27th Squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	12 Mar 1934
	Captain Audrey B. Ballard, Air Corps, rejoined from Air Mail duty, transferred from Group Headquarters to 94th Pursuit Squadron and assumed command.

	 
	First Lieutenant Yantis H. Taylor, Air Corps, transferred from 94th Pursuit Squadron to Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	15 Mar 1934
	The 57th squadron won the championship of the Post Basketball League by defeating the 17th Pursuit Squadron in the play off.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Robert F. Travis, Air Corps, escaped injury in crash of P-16 airplane of the 94th Pursuit Squadron completely demolished &Jrinci orced landing near Cleveland, Ohio, while participating in Air Mail operations.

	 
	 

	17 Mar 1934
	Second Lieutenant Edward F. Tindall, Air Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron, assigned to Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	24 Mar 1934
	Second Lieutenant John W. Kirby, A. C., 57th squadron, Frank H. Evans, Air-Reserve, 38th Pursuit Squadron, Edwin A. Warren, Air-Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron, William I. Sanders, Air-Reserve, 27th Pursuit Squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	25 Mar 1934
	Second Lieutenant Rudolph Fink, Air Corps. assigned Group Headquarters.

	 
	Second Lieutenants Hamilton Smith, Jr., Lloyd C. Bidwell, John A. Way, William T. Arthur, Air-Reserve, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	31 Mar 1934
	Second Lieutenant Clark N. Miller, Air-Reserve, 94th Squadron, relieved from active duty.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Charles P. Hollstein, Air-Reserve, 17th Squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	2 Apr 1934
	Captain George P. Tourtellot, Air Corps, 17th Squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Newton Crumley, Air-Reserve, 27th Pursuit Squadron, and Private First Class William G. LeTarte, A.C. , 17th Pursuit Squadron, forced to jump by parachute from burning B-6A airplane 8:00 PM near Winfield, Pennsylvania, while on Air Mail duty. Neither airmen suffered injuries in the jump but both received cuts and bruises and Private LeTarte suffered a broken leg when the civilian who picked them up after the jump lost control of his automobile which crashed down the mountainside while taking them to town.

	 
	 

	3 Apr 1934
	Second Lieutenant John F. Strickler, Jr., Air-Reserve, 17th Squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	A YP-12K airplane of the 27th Pursuit Squadron assigned to Air Mail operations, destroyed at Cumberland, Maryland, when engine backfired while plane was being refueled.

	 
	 

	4 Apr 1934
	Second Lieutenant Paul W. Blanchard, 94th Pursuit Squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	6 Apr 1934
	Second Lieutenant Herman E. Hurst, Air-Reserve, Squadron, Charles D. Manhart, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	7 Apr 1934
	Second Lieutenant Ralph J. Moore, Air-Reserve, attached 17th Pursuit squadron, for active duty training.

	 
	 

	8 Apr 1934
	Second Lieutenant Ferett Senter, Air-Reserve, 27th squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	9 Apr 1934
	Second Lieutenant John V. Bordeno, Air-Reserve, 17th Squadron, and John A. Way, Air-Reserve, 94th Squadron, relieved from active duty.

	 
	 

	10 Apr 1934
	Second Lieutenant John O. Stewart, Clarence P. Dittman, William I. Sanders, Air-Reserve, 27th Pursuit Squadron, relieved from active duty.

	 
	 

	12 Apr 1934
	Second Lieutenant Bruce C. Pettigrew, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, and Corliss M. Corley, Air-Reserve, 94th Squadron, relieved from active duty.

	 
	 

	16 Apr 1934
	Second Lieutenant Newton D. Crumley, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	19 Apr 1934
	Captain George P. Tourtellot, Air Corps, transferred from Group Headquarters to 17th Pursuit Squadron, and assumed command.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Rudolph J. Fink, Air Corps, transferred from Group Headquarters to 57th Service Squadron.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Flint Garrison, Jr. , 57th Service Squadron, transferred to 17th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	Second Lieutenant John O. Stewart, Air-Reserve, 27th Pursuit Squadron, escaped injury in crash of P-6E airplane near Bellefontaine, Ohio, while on Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	21 Apr 1934
	Sergeant Harold C. Smith, 27th Pursuit Squadron, his wife, Edna; Corporal Roger P. Saums, 38th Pursuit Squadron, and his wife, Lucille, and Private 0' Trompke, 27th Pursuit Squadron, narrowly escaped drowning when sailboat owned by Private O'Trompke capsized in Anchor Bay, off Selfridge Field. All hands hung on to the capsized boat until Private James G. Dilley 94th Pursuit Squadron, wbo had observed their plight from shore, arrived in a canoe which he \vas forced to paddle with a board. When the rescued parties were taken aboard the canoe was dangerously overloaded but Private Dilly continued to paddle with the board, until all were brought ashore safely.

	 
	 

	24 Apr 1934
	Brigadier General William C. Mitchell, retired, donor of the Mitchell trophy', visited the Group.

	 
	 

	 
	 

	26 Apr 1934
	Private First Class Donald Gagnier, 57th Service Squadron, killed in motorcycle accident at Cleveland, Ohio, while performing messenger service in connection with Air Mail operations.

	 
	 

	29 Apr 1934
	Second Lieutenant Edward F. Tindall, Air-Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	30 Apr 1934
	Master Sergeant Willian Lentz, 94th Pursuit Squadron, retired with rank of Captain, after 30 years service.

	 
	 

	4 May 1934
	First Lieutenant Walter E. Todd, A. C., assigned Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	5 May 1934
	First Lieutenant George F. Schlatter, A.C. , Second Lieutenants John E. Cook, Thomas J. Gaughen and Charles R. Springer, Air-Reserve, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	6 May 1934
	Second Lieutenant Clement J. Gaster, Herman E. Portman, Air-Reserve, l7th~ Squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	7 May 1934
	Second Lieutenant Emmett J. Corrigan, Air-Reserve, assigned 17th Pursuit Squadron for active duty.

	 
	 

	8 May 1934
	Second Lieutenant Joe W. Kelly, Torgils Wold, Air Corps, 94th Squadron, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	Second Lieutenant John E. Cook, Air-Reserve, 17th Squadron, relieved from active duty.

	 
	 

	9 May 1934
	First Lieutenant James E. Parker, Second Lieutenants Clark N. Piper and Norman D. Sillin, Air Corps, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Edwin A. Warren, Air-Reserve 94th Pursuit Squadron and Staff Sergeant Joe Gonzales, 38th Pursuit Squadron, forced to use parachutes 10:00 AM near Flint, Michigan, when tail group of C-33 airplane failed.

	 
	 

	11 May 1934
	First Lieutenant Thamer S. Olds, Second Lieutenants Edwin R. French, Curtis E. LeMay and Charles H. Anderson rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	
	 

	12 May 1934
	Second Lieutenant Paul A. Jacobs, Air Corps, rejoined from Air Mail duty. 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Harold J. Moore, Air-Reserve, transferred from Group Headquarters to 17th Squadron.

	 
	 

	13 May 1934
	First Lieutenant Earle E. Partridge, Second Lieutenants Jesse Auton, Minthorne W. Reed. Air Corps, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	15 May 1934
	Second Lieutenant Charles R. Springer, Air-Reserve, 27th Pursuit Squadron, relieved from active duty training.

	 
	 

	17 May 1934
	Captain Fred C. Nelson, Second Lieutenant Ernest K. Warburton, Air Corps, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	18 May 1934
	Captain Warren A. Maxwell, Air Corps, transferred from Group Headquarters to 38th Pursuit Squadron, U A. C., and assumed command, relieving Second Lieutenant Roger M Ramey, Air Corps.

	 
	 

	19 May 1934
	First Lieutenant Harlan T. McCormick, Second Lieutenant Daniel C. Doubleday, Air Corps and Second Lieutenant Clyde H. Wood, Air Reserve, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	Second Lieutenant John H. Gibson, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, and Private William D. Trousdel, 38th Pursuit Squadron, escaped injury in wreck of P-16 airplane at Olney, Illinois, 3:00 PM

	 
	 

	20 May 1934
	Second Lieutenant Frank J. Findley, Air-Reserve, Inactive (Michigan Reserve District) and Private George J. Scott, 7th Pursuit Squadron, killed when BT-2A airplane crashed and burned immediately following take-off from field at Marysville. Michigan, 2:30 PM.

	 
	 

	22 May 1934
	Second Lieutenant George F. McGuire, A. C. , rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	 

	23 May 1934
	Second Lieutenant Frank J; Jamison, Air Corps, 27th Squadron, uninjured in wreck of P-12K airplane at Plymouth, Michigan, 9:00 AM.

	 
	 

	24 May 1934
	Second Lieutenant Daniel C. Doubleday, Air Corps, transferred from 17th Pursuit Squadron to Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	 
	 

	26 May 1934
	First Lieutenant Alfred A. Kessler, Jr. , Air Corps, rejoined from Air Mail duty.

	 
	85th Division, Organized Reserve, conducted course in aircraft identification at Selfridge Field, Michigan, under direction of Major Samuel F. Hawkins, C. A. C. unit instructor, using airplanes of the First Pursuit Group.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Newton H. Crumley, Air-Reserve, 27th Pursuit Squadron, escaped injury in forced landing and wreck of P-12K airplane near Cumberland, Mary land, white on aviation training flight.

	 
	 

	29 May 1934
	Second Lieutenant Clyde H. Wood, Air-Reserve, 17th Pursuit Squadron, relieved. from active duty.

	 
	 

	3 Jun 1934
	First production type P-26 airplane received at Selfridge Field, Michigan, piloted by First Lieutenant Bryant L. Boatner, A. C.

	 
	 

	4 Jun 1934
	Captain Audre B. Ballard, Air Corps, relieved command 94th Pursuit Squadron and transferred to Air Corps Tactical School. First Lieutenant Earle E. Partridge, A. C. , assumed command.

	 
	 

	5 Jun 1934
	Second Lieutenant John E. Cook, Air-Reserve, attached 94th Pursuit Squadron for active duty.

	 
	 

	8Jun 1934
	Second Lieutenant Emmett O'Donnell, Air Corps, transferred from 57th Service Squadron to 38th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	9 Jun 1934
	Captain Cornelius J. Kenney, Air Corps, assigned Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	11 Jun 1934
	Technical Sergeant Frank J. Siebenaler, 94th Pursuit Squadron, pilot, and Corp9ral William B. Buckley, 57th Service Sc1uadron, crew-chief, escaped injury when C-4A airplane was completely wrecked at Camp Skeel, Michigan, after engines cut out on take-off.

	 
	 

	12 Jun 1934
	First Lieutenant Leo H. Dawson, Air Corps, assigned; 38th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	15 Jun 1934
	Second Lieutenant Roger M. Ramey, Air Corps, 38th Pursuit Squadron, transferred to Randolph Field, Texas.

	 
	Second Lieutenants John H. Gibson, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, and Herman H. Portman, 17th Squadron, relieved from active duty training for violation of orders.

	 
	 

	16 Jun 1934
	Second Lieutenant Arthur Meehan, Air Corps, 27th Pursuit Squadron, transferred to Randolph Field, Texas.

	 
	 

	22 Jun 1934
	Second Lieutenant Flint Garrison, Jr. , 57th Service Squadron, escaped injury when P-26A airplane which he was testing prior to acceptance from the Boeing Aircraft Company, turned over on asphalt runway at Seattle, Washington, and was completely wrecked..

	 
	 

	23 Jun 1934
	Second Lieutenant Albert W. Shephard, Air Corps, rejoined from Air Mail duty, being the last officer from this command left on this duty.

	 
	 

	26 Jun 1934
	Cadet Detachment formed at Selfridge Field, Michigan, under command Second Lieutenant Clark N. Piper, Air Corps, by transfer of Flying Cadets Victor L. Anderson, Allan T Bennett, William W. Harding, George A. Hatcher, Jr. , J. Stanley Holtoner and Joe G. Scnneider, from Kelly Field, Texas.

	 
	 

	29 Jun 1934
	Second Lieutenant Daniel J. Corrigan and Harold J. Moore, Air-Reserve, 17th Pursuit Squadron, relieved from active duty.

	 
	During the month of Jun 1934, twenty-six P-26 type airplanes had been received and placed in commission in the First Pursuit Group.

	 
	 

	2 Jul 1934
	Second Lieutenant Jesse Auton, Air Corps, 94th Pursuit Squadron, transferred to Headquarters Sixth Corps Area to act as personal pilot for the Corps Area Commanding General, Major General Preston Brown.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Charles B. Harvin, Air-Reserve, attached 94th Pursuit Squadron for active duty training.

	 
	Second Lieutenant John O. Stewart, Air-Reserve, attached 27th Pursuit Squadron for active duty training. 

	 
	 

	10 Jul 1934
	94th Pursuit Squadron departed for Oscoda, Michigan, to participate in gunnery training of all officers and cadets who had not previously fired. In order to facilitate the firing of the squadron, six P-6E airplanes of the 17th Squadron and two P-12E airplanes of the 27th Squadron were loaned to the 94th Squadron.

	 
	 

	13 Jul 1934
	Second LIeutenant Clark N. Piper, Air Corps, transferred from 27th Pursuit Squadron to Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	14 Jul 1934
	First Lieutenant Frank J. Coleman, Air Corps, assigned Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	18 Jul 1934
	Sergeant John White, 27th Pursuit Squadron, committed suicide at Mount Clemens, Michigan, by shooting himself through the head with an Army pistol.

	 
	 

	24 Jul 1934
	P-12E airplane flown by Lieutenant Colonel Andrews, Group Commander, ground looped on landing and broke spar in lower right wing.

	 
	 

	2 Aug 1934
	A severe rain and wind storm in the afternoon tore roofs off the hangars, broke windows and scattered debris around the reservation and flying field, disrupting operations for the ensuing two days.

	 
	 

	6 Aug 1934
	The 94th Pursuit Squadron rejoined from Camp Skeel.

	 
	 

	9 Aug 1934
	The 27th Pursuit Squadron, consisting of 18 officers in 6 YP-12K, 4 P-12E and 4 P-6E airplanes, 77 enlisted men, under command of Captain Rowland C. W. Blessley, A. C. , departed for Camp Skeel, Michigan.

	 
	 

	10 Aug 1934
	Second Lieutenant Newton D. Crumley, Air-Reserve, 27th Pursuit Squadron, relieved from extended active duty training.

	 
	 

	17 Aug 1934
	Captain Fred C. Nelson, Second Lieutenant Charles B. Harvin, Air-Reserve, Staff Sergeant Raymond A. White-head, 38th' Pursuit Squadron, and Private First Class Herbert L Chesbro, 57th Service Squadron, in O-A3 airplane departed for Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to conduct search for three boys missing in sloop since Aug 1934

	 
	 

	28 Aug 1934
	O-A3 airplane returned from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the bodies of the missing boys having been recovered by the Coast Guard.

	 
	 

	29 Aug 1934
	Second Lieutenant George F. McGuire, Air Corps, 27th Pursuit Squadron, transferred to Chanute Field, Illinois, as student at Air Corps Technical School.

	 
	 

	31 Aug 1934
	Lieutenant Colonel Frank M. Andrews, Captain R. C. W. Blessley, Captain Cornelius J. Kenney, First Lieutenants Leo H. ]~awson, Yantis H. Taylor and Walter E. Todd, Air Corps, Staff Sergeant Taylor C. Carr, Sergeant John E. Allen, Corporals John A. Brock, Joseph W. Kellogg, Private First Class Harold Schneider and Private Walter Kreuter, departed by rail for Raritan Arsenal], Metuchen, New Jersey, to participate in GHQ Air Force Command Post Exercises as First Pursuit Wing Headquarters.

	 
	Twenty two officer pilots in 21 P-26A type airplanes, under command Captain George P. Tourtellott, Air Corps, departed for Cleveland, Ohio, to participate in the National Air Races.

	 
	 

	1 Sep 1934
	Captain Audrey B. Ballard, Air-Corps, 94th Squadron, transferred to Air Corps Tactical School.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Clement J. Gaster, Air-Reserve, 17th Pursuit Squadron, piloting a P-6E~airp1ane departed Selfridge Field, Michigan, 1:45 PM for Cleveland, Ohio, and never arrived at his destination. His plane is believed to have been lost in Lake Erie.

	 
	 

	2 Sep 1934
	Extensive search ordered by all available airplanes both at Selfridge Field, Michigan, and Cleveland Ohio, of the area over Lake Erie over which Lieutenant Gaster may have passed.

	 
	 

	3 Sep 1934
	Search of Lake Erie for airplane flown by Lieutenant Gaster abandoned.

	 
	17th Pursuit Squadron returned to Selfridge Fiel4 from Cleveland. Ohio.

	 
	 

	7 Sep 1934
	The 27th Pursuit Squadron returned to Selfridge Field from Camp Skeel, having completed the required aerial gunnery training and having expended 43, 250 rounds of ammunition and dropped 402 bombs without accident.

	 
	 

	8 Sep 1934
	The 17th Pursuit Squadron, consisting of 19 officers, 50 enlisted men and 14 pursuit airplanes of the P-6E and P-12E types, under command Captain George P. Tourtellot, departed for Camp Skeel, Michigan.

	 
	 

	10 Sep 1934
	The General Headquarters Command Post Exercises having been completed, the Group Staff and headquarters rejoined from Raritan Arsenal.

	 
	 

	12 Sep 1934
	First Lieutenant Walter E. Todd, Air Corps, pilot, and five enlisted men of the 17th Pursuit Squadron, passengers, escaped serious injury when the C-14 airplane in which food and supplies were being ferried to Camp Skeel, crashed at Otter Lake, Michigan. Inasmuch as the meat aboard the transport was being relied upon for supper, the 17th Squadron was forced to maintain itself as best it could.

	 
	 

	13 Sep 1934
	Captain George P. Tourtellot, A. C. , commanding 17th Pursuit Squadron, and Captain Steven Guzak, Medical Corps, Surgeon, Camp Skeel, demonstrated their ability as desciples of Isaac Walton and supplied the 17th Squadron with fish during the temporary shortage of food.

	 
	First Lieutenant James E. Parker, A. C. , 57th Service Squadron, attached to the 1 7th Squadron for gunnery training, while demonstrating his ability as a log roller, fell into Lake Van Etten and was saved from drowning by prompt action on the part of the onlookers.

	 
	 

	14 Sep 1934
	First Lieutenant John M. Sterling, Air Qorps, assigned Group Headquarters.

	 
	First Lieutenant Hanlon H. Van Auken, Air Corps, Group Headquarters, assigned 94th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	19 Sep 1934
	First Lieutenant Bryant L. Boatner, Air Corps, Group Headquarters, transferred to Hawaiian Department.

	 
	 

	22 Sep 1934
	Second Lieutenant Curtis E. LeMay, 27th Pursuit Squadron, transferred to Hawaiian Department.

	 
	 

	27 Sep 1934
	Major Ralph Royce, Air Corps, assigned Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	2 Oct 1934
	Captain Edwin J. House, Air Corps assigned Group Headquarters

	 
	Flying Cadet Joe G. Schneider, Air Corps, attached 17th Pursuit Squadron, while firing tow target mission at Camp Skeel, lost sight of target during dive and flew into target and tow line. Cadet Schneider landed the airplane at Camp Skeel with target wrapped about his head and neck and free end of tow line rapidly winding around propeller hub.

	 
	 

	4 Oct 1934
	Ralph Royce, Air Corps, assumed command of the First Pursuit Group, relieving Lieutenant Colonel Frank M. Andrews, Air Corps.

	 
	 

	5 Oct 1934
	Second Lieutenant Edward F. Tindall, Air Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron, relieved from active duty training.

	 
	 

	9 Oct 1934
	During combat practice between three P-26 airplanes of the 94th Squadron, Second Lieutenant John E. Cook, Air-Reserve, collided with Second Lieutenant Thomas J. Gaughen, Air-Re serve, at about 11:20 AM near Waldenburg, Michigan. Lieutenant Gaughen was forced to jump from his disabled airplane but Lieutenant Cook flew his airplane back to Selfridge Field when an inspection of the airplane after landing, disclosed this airplane to be damaged beyond economical repair.

	 
	 

	10 Oct 1934
	Lieutenant Colonel Frank M. Andrews, Air Corps, relinquished command of Selfridge Field, Michigan, to Major" Ralph Royce, and was transferred to the Office of the Chief of Staff, preparatory to becoming Commanding General of the General Headquarters Air Force shortly to be organized. The following memorandum was published on his departure:

	 
	Upon relinquishing the command of Selfridge Field and the First Pursuit Group, Air Corps, the undersigned wishes to express to all personnel, both military and civilian, his profound appreciation of their loyal support and ready and willing cooperation in the performance of all military duties and on all other occasions. The station and duty of the undersigned at Selfridge Field, though brief, has been most pleasant and enjoyable and it is with a feeling of regret that he must make his departure.

F. M. ANDREWS, LtCol, Air Corps, Commanding

	 
	Second Lieutenant Paul M. Jacobs, Air Corps, 17th Pursuit Squadron, escaped injury when P-6E airplane nosed over at Camp Skeel, after tire blew out during landing. Wings and tail group were immediately dispatched to Camp Skee] by wrecking truck and the airplane was repaired in time to be flown to Selfridge Field with the remainder of the squadron.

	 
	 

	12 Oct 1934
	The 17th Pursuit Squadron rejoined from Camp Skeel and the Gunnery Camp was closed.

	 
	Second Lieutenant Paul W. Blanchard. Air Corps, transferred from 94th Pursuit Squadron to 57th Service Squadron.

	 
	 

	13 Oct 1934
	Wing Commander C. H. Keith, and Squadron Leader Major H. S. V. Thompson, British Royal Air Force visited the First Pursuit Group.

	 
	 

	15 Oct 1934
	The Distinguished Flying Cross awarded First Lieutenant Russell Merideth A.C. retired, formerly a member of the 17th Pursuit Squadron, 1st Pursuit Group, for heroic conduct on mercy flight to Beaver Island, Michigan, on 7 Feb 1923

	 
	 

	23 Oct 1934
	Captain Edwin J. House, A. C. , transferred from Group Headquarters to 94th Pursuit Squadron and assumed command. First Lieutenant Earle E. Partridge relieved of command.

	 
	 

	27 Oct 1934
	P-26 A airplane piloted by Second Lieutenant John F. Strickler, Air-Reserve, 17th Pursuit Squadron, badly damaged at Port Columbus, Ohio, 2:10 PM when blown over while taxiing in high wind.

	 
	 

	12 Nov 1934
	Corporal James G. Dilley, 94th Pursuit Squadron, awarded the Soldier's Medal, 8:50 AM following ground review, for heroic conduct in rescuing five persons from Lake St. Clair, 21 Apr 1934

	 
	 

	13 Nov 1934
	P-26A airplane piloted by Second Lieutenant Lloyd H. Bidwell, Air-Reserve, 17th Pursuit Squadron, damaged when airplane nosed over after brakes locked on landing at Selfridge Field, 14:30 AM.

	 
	 

	14 Nov 1934
	The Curtiss-Wright Trophy Race using P-6E airplanes being scheduled for the day on which the Mitchell Trophy Race was to be run, all available P-6E airplanes were turned over to the 17th Pursuit Squadron for toning up. In addition to this use of the P-6E's the squadron was to fly an eighteen plane formation flight and to make a nine plane demonstration of dive bombing tactics. In some cases mechanics worked all night to change engines in time for the races and to permit some slow time to be run on the engines. In several cases after the engines were changed, prestone leaks developed requiring engine change on the evening of the races.

	 
	 

	16 Nov 1934
	Major Adlai H. Gilkeson, Air Corps, Group Headquarters, relieved from duty with the Civilian Conservation Corps and transferred to Corps Area Headquarters, Eight Corps Area.

	 
	 

	17 Nov 1934
	The Mitchell Trophy Races were revived at Selfridge Field, Michigan, after a lapse of five years due to construction work going on at this post. The race being a closed race for pilots of the First Pursuit Group only, further restricted by the provision that a pilot could fly in the race only once further heightened the interest in the revival.

	 
	The program consisted of a dog fight between two P-12E airplanes of the 27th Pursuit Squadron; formation flying; and dive bombing by six airplanes of the Naval Reserve Aviation Unit at Grosse Ile; Tactical maneuvers and dive-bombing by the 17th Pursuit Squadron, under command of Captain George P. Tourtellot; balloon bursting by two P-12E airplanes of the 27th Pursuit Squadron. The Junior Birdman Trophy Speed dash of a one mile measured course was won by Second Lieutenant Daniel C. Doubleday, 17th Pursuit Squadron, in P-26A at 240:366 M. P. H. The Curtiss-Wright Trophy Race was won by Second Lieutenant Th6mas J. Gaughen, Air Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron, in P-6E at 190:535 MPH, Second Lieutenant Charles R. Springer, Air-Reserve, 27th Pursuit Squadron, being second at 190:446 MPH. The Mitchell Trophy Race was won by Captain Fred C. Nelson, Air Corps, 57th Service Squadron, at a speed of 216.832 MPH in P-26A airplane, a new record. Captain George P. Tourtellot, A. C. , 17th Pursuit Squadron, finished second.

	 
	 

	19 Nov 1934
	Captain Rowland C. W. Blessley, A. C., transferred from Group Headquarters to the 27th Pursuit Squadron and assumed command.

	 
	First Lieutenant Frank J. Coleman, A. C., transferred from Group Headquarters to the 38th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	First Lieutenant Leo H. Dawson, A. C., transferred from 38th Pursuit Squadron to Group Headquarters.

	 
	First Lieutenant Yantis H. Taylor, A. C. , transferred from Group Headquarters to the 94th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	First Lieutenants John M. Sterling and Walter E. Todd, A. C., transferred from Group Headquarters to 17th and 27th respectively.

	 
	First Lieutenant Harlan T. McCormick, A. C., transferred from 17th Pursuit Squadron to Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	23 Nov 1934
	Major Ralph Royce, A. C. , pilot, and Second Lieutenant William F. Murray, Air-Reserve (inactive), escaped injury in crash of P-30 airplane 8 miles west of Utica, New York, when engine failed at low altitude.

	 
	 

	27 Nov 1934
	Second Lieutenant Charles R. Springer, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, was forced down at Springfield, Oklahoma due to engine failure. On attempting to start engine after repairs, engine backfired and set P-12K airplane afire, completely destroying airplane and engine.

	 
	 

	28 Nov 1934
	Second Lieutenant John E. Cook, Air-Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron, relieved from active duty.

	 
	 

	7 Dec 1934
	First Lieutenant Earle E. Partridge, A. C., transferred from 94th to 38ti Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	14 Dec 1934
	First Lieutenant Taylor S. Olds, A. C., Group Headquarters, transferred to Hawaiian Department.

	 
	 

	15 Dec 1934
	Second Lieutenants Ernest K. Warburton and George F. Schlatter, A. C. transferred to 57th Service Squadron from 94th and 17th Pursuit Squadrons, respectively.

	 
	 

	23 Dec 1934
	Sergeant Alfred J. Strom, 38th Pursuit Squadron, died in Walter Reed Hospital, Washington, DC.

	 
	 

	24 Dec 1934
	First Lieutenant Lee Q. Wasser, Air Corps, assigned Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	28 Dec 1934
	Second Lieutenants David W. Hutchinson, William J. Bell, Air Corps, assigned Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	31 Dec 1934
	Second Lieutenants Charles B. Harvin, Hamilton Smith Jr., Air Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron, relieved active duty


