	1 9 3 1
	 

	 
	 

	6 Jan 1931
	Second Lieutenant Harry E. Wilson transferred from 27th Squadron to Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	28 Jan 1931
	War Department General Orders 2, confirmed the award of the Congressional Medal of Honor to Colonel Edward Rickenbacker, Specialist-Reserve, November 5, 1930, for deeds of Valor near Billey, France, 25 September, 1918.

	 
	 

	5 Feb 1931
	Second Lieutenant Frank J. Coleman, A. C., 36th Squadron, taxied P-12D airplane into PT-3A airplane at Selfridge Field, Michigan, 2:40 PM, resulting in slight damage to both planes.

	 
	 

	6 Feb 1931
	Second Lieutenant Paul Hinds, Air-Reserve, attached to 94th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	11 Feb 1931
	Captain Asa J. Etheridge, Group Headquarters, transferred to Hawaiian Department.

	 
	 

	12 Feb 1931
	Second Lieutenant Frank E. Quindry, Air-Reserve, attached 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	15 Feb 1931
	Eighteen P-12 airplanes, 1 C-4 airplane, twenty officers and eight enlisted men, under command of Captain Ross G. Hoyt, Air Corps, departed for Washington, D.C.

	 
	 

	16 Feb 1931
	The 17th Pursuit Squadron, A. C., completed the first mass night flight by any pursuit unit, departing Bolling Field, D. C., after dark and arriving at Selfridge Field, Michigan, 11:30 PM, having flown non-stop.

	 
	 

	22 Feb 1931
	Seventeen P-6 and one P-12C airplanes of the 36th Pursuit Squadron, A.C., departed for Chicago, Illinois, under command of First Lieutenant Lawrence Elliott. Upon arrival at Chicago, the flight attended the premier showing of the "Blue Flame", a play written and produced by Lieutenant Elliott's wife. After attending a party after the show, the squadron attempted to return to Selfridge Field, but ran into a storm near Gary, Indiana, where the flight broke up. Lieutenant Elliott proceeded thru to Selfridge Field, not having a radio in his plane. The remainder of the flight returned to Chicago and landed at Municipal Airport

	 
	 

	23 Feb 1931
	The 36th Squadron returned from Chicago, Illinois.

	 
	 

	26 Feb 1931
	Second Lieutenant, Sheldon B. Yoder, Air Reserve, 94th Squadron, and Harold P Lidster, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, transferred to Scott Field, Illinois.

	 
	 

	28 Feb 1931
	Captain Roderick N. Ott, 57th Squadron, escaped injury in crash of A-3 airplane at Erin, Tennessee.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Claris E. Johnson, Air-Reserve, 36th Squadron, transferred to Scott Field, Illinois.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Mark Hopkins, Air-Reserve, 36th Squadron, relieved from active duty.

	 
	 

	16 Mar 1931
	Second Lieutenant Charles B. Harvin and John M. Hodgson, Air-Reserve, attached 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	22 Mar 1931
	Fourteen Air Corps officers departed for Seattle, Washington, to ferry new P-12C and D-type airplanes to the First. Pursuit Group.

	 
	 

	23 Mar 1931
	Captain Rowland C. W. Blessley, Air Corps, 27th Squadron, sustained sprained back and shoulder injuries when P-12C airplane went into inverted spin, from which he could not recover, while in the vicinity of Utica, Michigan, 1:45 PM. Captain Blessley jumped and his parachute opened, just as he struck the ridgepole of a garage, from which he fell to the ground, sustaining severe bruises and contusions.

	 
	 

	25 Mar 1931
	Second Lieutenants Robert S. Butler, Alfred L. Gann, and Walter N. Pharr, Air-Reserve, attached 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	28 Mar 1931
	Second Lieutenant Curtis E. LeMay, 27th Squadron, escaped injury in crash of PT-3A airplane, six miles north of Selfridge Field, Michigan, 10:00 AM, after forced landing.

	 
	 

	30 Mar 1931
	Second Lieutenant Charles A. Coolidge, III, Edward W. Marshmeyer, and Arthur B. Strunk, Air-Reserve, attached 17th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Raymond P. Todd and William R. Swain, Air-Reserve, attached 27th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Addison G. Baler, Jr. and Roland L. Sansbury, 94th Squadron.

	 
	 

	3 Apr 1931
	Corporal Clarence P. Franks, 17th Pursuit Squadron, died at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, of injuries received in automobile accident.

	 
	 

	7 Apr 1931
	Second Lieutenant Curtis E. Smith, Jr. , Air-Reserve, attached 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	10 Apr 1931
	Second Lieutenant Ernest K. Warburton, A.C., 17th Squadron, leading 3 P-I2C airplanes departed for Scott Field, Illinois, to participate in Boy Scout Day at that place.

	 
	 

	11 Apr 1931
	Scott Field Flight returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan.

	 
	 

	13 Apr 1931
	Second Lieutenant Robert S. Butler, Air -Reserve, 36th Squadron, relieved.

	 
	 

	14 Apr 1931
	Second Lieutenant Edwin R. French and Francis H. Griswold, A.C., assigned 27th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Jesse Auton assigned 94th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Donald L. Putt and Norman D. Sillin, A.C., assigned 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	16 Apr 1931
	Eighteen P-12C airplanes, twenty officers and eighteen enlisted men of the 27th Pursuit Squadron, under command of Captain Rowland C. W. Blessley, A.C., departed for Fort Benning, Georgia, to participate in aerial demonstration at the Infantry School.

	 
	 

	 
	Seven P-12C airplanes of the 27th Pursuit Squadron departed for Scott Field, Illinois, under command of Second Lieutenant John M. Sterling, to participate in aerial demonstration.

	 
	 

	17 Apr 1931
	Two P-12C airplanes piloted by Second Lieutenants Roy H. Heiman, 17th Squadron, and Murle Estes, 17th Squadron, badly damaged in collision over Selfridge Field, Michigan, 2:OO PM.

	 
	 

	 
	P-12C airplane of the 94th Squadron, piloted by Second Lieutenant William R. Swain, Air-Reserve, badly damaged in forced landing near Hartford, Kentucky.

	 
	 

	18 Apr 1931
	Seventeenth Squadron flight returned from Scott Field, Illinois.

	 
	 

	22 Apr 1931
	Second Lieutenant Joe S. Anderson, Air-Reserve, attached 94th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants William B. Clements and Ashby H. Toulmin, Air-Reserve, attached 27th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant John V. Hodgson, Air-Reserve, transferred from 36th Pursuit Squadron to 17th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	28 Apr 1931
	Second Lieutenant William B. Clements, Air-Reserve, piloting P-12C airplane of the 36th Squadron, escaped injury in crash of P-12C near Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	 
	Twenty-seventh Squadron returned from Fort Benning, Georgia.

	 
	 

	29 Apr 1931
	Second Lieutenant Ernest K. Warburton, A.C., 17th Squadron, badly burned about face and hands when forced to jump from P-12C airplane which had caught fire over Detroit, Michigan, about 10:10 AM.

	 
	 

	1 May 1931 
	In a competition between squadrons of the First Pursuit Group, with 36th Pursuit Squadron attached, to determine which squadron should represent the Group in demonstration flights during the coming maneuvers, the 36th Pursuit Squadron, led Captain Victor H. Strahm was declared the winner.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Sansbury, Air-Reserve, 94th Squadron, was uninjured in the crash of P-12D airplane, three miles north of Selfridge Field during forced landing, at 3:00 PM.

	 
	 

	6 May 1931
	Two P-12Cs of the 27th Squadron, piloted by Second Lieutenants William R. Morgan and George F. Smith, badly damaged in collision over Selfridge Field, Michigan, 8:30 AM.

	 
	 

	7 May 1931
	Private First Class Cleo A. McSpadden, 27th Squadron, died at Port Hospital, Selfridge Field, Michigan, of diphtheria.

	 
	 

	8 May 1931
	First Lieutenant Harlan T. McCormick, Air Corps, assigned 57th Service Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Monty J. Tennes, Air-Reserve, 36th Squadron, and Mr. Sgt. Harry Gosnear, rescued in Lake St. Clair when OA-2 amphibian of the 57th Squadron struck submerged log and sunk at 8:50 AM.

	 
	 

	10 May 1931
	Private Herman Huneke, 17th Squadron, killed when parachute failed to open while he was making demonstration flight in civilian airplane at Detroit, Michigan.

	 
	 

	14 May 1931
	Second Lieutenant William R. Morgan, A.C., transferred from Group Headquarters to 27th Squadron.

	 
	 

	15 May 1931
	Sixty-six officers of the First Pursuit Group, with 21 officers of the 36th Pursuit Squadron attached, departed Selfridge Field, Michigan, under command of Major Gerald Brower, in 68 P-12, 17 P-6, 1 C-4, 2 C-9, and 4 C-1 airplanes to participate in Air Force maneuvers.

	 
	 

	16 May 1931
	The 36th Pursuit Squadron, under command of Captain Victor H. Strahm, representing the First Pursuit Group, lost in demonstration competition to the 95th Pursuit Squadron, 20th Pursuit Group, under command of Captain Hugh M. Elmendorf when squadron failed to open up formations sufficient to satisfy the judges.

	 
	 

	19 May 1931
	Seven officers of the Group participating in maneuvers taken sick with mumps and returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	3 Jun 1931
	Second Lieutenant Arnold T. Johnson, Air-Reserve, 57th Squadron, slightly injured when XP-3A airplane he was ferrying from Fairfield Air Depot struck flagpole during landing at 6:25 PM, and crashed. The airplane was destroyed by fire.

	 
	 

	7 Jun 1931
	First Pursuit Group returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan.

	 
	 

	8 Jun 1931
	P-12D airplane piloted by Second Lieutenant Francis I. Jacobs, Air-Reserve, 94th Squadron, completely demolished in forced landing at Stultz Airport, Altoona, Pennsylvania, while being ferried to Camden, New Jersey, for installation of experimental radio equipment.

	 
	 

	10 Jun 1931
	Second Lieutenant Robert Merrill, Air-Reserve, 17th Squadron, escaped injury in crash of P-12C airplane at Hannibal, New York.

	 
	 

	11 Jun 1931
	Second Lieutenant Clarence F. Hegy, A.C., transferred from 36th Pursuit Squadron to Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	 
	 

	15 Jun 1931 
	Second Lieutenant Edward Marshmeyer, Air-Reserve, 94th Squadron, taxied P-12C airplane into parked P-12 airplane on line at Aerial Gunnery Camp, Oscoda, Michigan, with minor damage to both airplanes.

	 
	 

	 
	Captain George S. Warren assigned Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	 
	Captain Ennis C. Whitehead assigned Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	17 Jun 1931
	Second Lieutenant William R. Morgan, A.C., Group Headquarters, transferred to Chanute Field, Illinois.

	 
	 

	18 Jun 1931
	First Lieutenant Robert D. Moor, A.C., 17th Squadron, transferred to Wayne County Airport, Michigan, as instructor for the 107th Observation Squadron, Michigan National Guard.

	 
	 

	19 Jun 1931
	Second Lieutenant Frank J. Coleman, A.C., 17th Squadron, transferred to Hawaiian Department.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Edward F. Underhill, A.C., 94th Squadron, transferred to Duncan Field, Texas.

	 
	 

	21 Jun 1931
	C-14 airplane piloted by Second Lieutenant Horace J. Reid, crashed at Transcontinental Airport, Toledo, Ohio, during severe windstorm. No injury to pilot or passengers. Airplane shipped to Fairfield Air Depot by truck for major overhaul.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Durward 0. Lowry, A.C. , assigned 94th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	23 Jun 1931
	The following commendation was received by the Group:

WAR DEPARTMENT

Washington, D.C.

June 17, 1931

 

TO: Commanding General Sixth Corps Area

1. I desire to especially commend you, and all officers and enlisted men of your station who participated in the 1931 Air Corps Exercises, for the highly efficient manner in which they carried out all duties assigned them enroute to the concentration area at Dayton, Ohio, during the Exercises and enroute to their home station upon the conclusion of the exercises.

2. The loyal and prompt cooperation of all members of the units from your station in the maintenance of ground and air discipline contributed greatly to the establishment of a record for safe operation of such a large number of aircraft which, I predict, will never be surpassed.

3. The highly efficient conduct of the lst Pursuit Group, both on the Ground and in the air, under conditions closely approximating active field service, was particularly noteworthy during these exercises.

DOUGLAS MacARTHUR,

General, U.S.A.,

Chief of Staff

lst Ind.

Hq. Sixth Corps Area, Chicago, Illinois, June 20, 1931

TO: Commanding Officer, Selfridge Field, Michigan

In forwarding this commendation, I desire to add my congratulations upon this additional accomplishment of your fine command.

FRANK PARKER,

Major General, U.S.A.,

Commanding

	 
	 

	24 Jun 1931
	Major Brower leading 28 P-12C airplanes departed for Indianapolis, Indiana, to participate in aerial demonstration 

for CMTC trainees at Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana.

	
	 

	2 5 Jun 1931
	Indianapolis Flight returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants William R. Morgon, 17th Squadron, and Ralph Rhudy, 57th Service Squadron, transferred to 

Duncan Field, Texas.

	 
	 

	26 Jun 1931
	Second Lieutenant Paul M. Jacobs, A.C., assigned 27th Pursuit Squadron; Flint Garrison, Jr., A.C., assigned 94th Pursuit Squadron; and Lawrence Koons, A.C., assigned 17th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Private Charles Longava, 36th Pursuit Squadron, killed when struck by hangar door, blown off hangar sixteen during severe windstorm.

	 
	 

	29 Jun 1931
	Second Lieutenant Julius K. Lacey, A.C., 57th Squadron, Minthorne W. Reed, A. C., 17th Pursuit Squadron, 

transferred to Chanute Field, Illinois.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Ernest K. Warburton, A.C., 17th Squadron, transferred to Wright Field, Ohio.

	 
	 

	30 Jun 1931
	Seventeenth Pursuit Squadron, consisting of fifteen P-12 airplanes, under command of Captain Ross G. Hoyt, A.C., departed for West Point, New York, to participate in training of West Point Cadets.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Murle Estes and Paul M. Norman, 17th Squadron, Horace J. Reid, Edward C. Davis, Jr. , 

Edgar G. Carlisle, Jr. , 27th Squadron; Charles F. Scott, Jr. , Arnold T. Johnson, William W. McConnell, and 

Paul Hinds, 94th Pursuit Squadron, Air-Reserve, relieved from active duty training.

	 
	 

	I Jul 1931
	Second Lieutenant Donald L. Putt, A.C., transferred from 36th Pursuit Squadron to 17th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	First Lieutenant Joseph P. Morris, 57th Service Squadron, transferred to Wright Field, Ohio.

	 
	 

	2 Jul 1931
	Seventeenth Pursuit Squadron returned from West Point, New York.

	
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Norman B. Olsen, A.C., transferred from 36th Pursuit Squadron to Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Morley F. Slaght, A.C., 17th Squadron, transferred to Chanute Field, Illinois.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Harry E. Wilson, Group Headquarters, and Emmett F. Yost, 27th Pursuit Squadron, transferred to 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	3 Jul 1931
	P-12C airplanes of the 17th Squadron, piloted by Second Lieutenant John W. Kirby, A.C., badly damaged at Wertz, West Virginia, after ground looping after landing.

	 
	 

	6 Jul 1931
	Nine P-1 airplanes of the 27th Pursuit Squadron, under command of Second Lieutenant Roger M. Ramey, departed for Scott Field to participate in Reserve Officer Training at that place.

	 
	 

	7 Jul 1931
	Scott Field flight returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan.

	 
	 

	12 Jul 1931
	Second .Lieutenant Durward 0. Lowry, A.C., 94th Squadron, taxied C-14 airplane into gas truck parked on flight line, damaging elevators, airplane, and tank of truck.

	 
	 

	13 Jul 1931
	Captain Ennis C. Whitehead, A.C., transferred from Group Headquarters and assumed command of 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	14 Jul 1931
	Second Lieutenant Roger M. Ramey, A.C., 27th Pursuit Squadron, suffered severe eye injuries when P-12C airplane in which he was engaged in aerial gunnery practice spun into ground at Aerial Gunnery Camp at Oscoda, Michigan.

	 
	 

	15 Jul 1931
	Second Lieutenant Roger M. Ramey, A.C., 27th Pursuit Squadron, flown to Walter Peed General Hospital in C-14 air ambulance.

	 
	 

	 
	Three P-1 airplanes of the 17th Pursuit Squadron, commanded by Second Lieutenant Flint Garrison, Jr., A.C., departed for Camp McCoy, Sparta, Wisconsin, to participate in training of ROTC units at that place.

	 
	 

	17 Jul 1931
	Second Lieutenants John F. Bledsoe, Jr. , Richard Crabbs, Edward R. Jones, Herbert G. Robinson, Joe R. Sutherland, Air-Reserve, attached 17th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Carl R. Kaye and Charles W. Schott, Air-Reserve, attached 27th Pursuit Squadron

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Louis R. Black, George A. Hersame, Jr., William C. McDonald, Jr., and Roland C. McLaughlin, Air-Reserve, attached 94th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants E. H. Bobbitt, Will F. Day, Jr., Edgar B. Franklin, Henry F. Myers, Charles H. Pursley, and Claude B. White, Air-Reserve, attached lst Pursuit Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	18 Jul 1931
	Six P-1 and six P-12 airplanes of the 17th Pursuit Squadron, under command of Second Lieutenant Donald L. Putt, A.C., departed for Scott Field, Illinois, to participate in reserve officer training at that place.

	 
	 

	19 Jul 1931
	Scott Field Flight returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan.

	 
	 

	22 Jul 1931
	Captain Bartholomew Parks, Air-Reserve (14-day trainee) while landing O-2H airplane failed to see construction tower on new Headquarters and Operations Building and struck same, crashing airplane on flying field and escaping with minor injuries.

	 
	 

	24 Jul 1931
	C-14 airplane, piloted by Second Lieutenant A. H. Toulmin, Air-Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron, developed trouble during landing at Oscoda, Michigan, and dragged through jackpines for a length of about 2 miles before settling to rest. Passengers suffered slight cuts and bruises, and airplane was completely destroyed.

	 
	 

	30 Jul 1931
	First Lieutenant Marion L. Elliott, A.C., 36th Pursuit Squadron, transferred to Philippine Department.

	 
	 

	1 Aug 1931 
	Second Lieutenant Edgar B. Franklin, Air-Reserve, Group Headquarters, transferred to 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	First Reserve Officer encampment completed. Group trained four Lieutenant Colonels, seven Majors, twenty-four Captains, seventeen First Lieutenants, and fourteen Second Lieutenants during this encampment.

	 
	 

	3 Aug 1931 
	Corporal John Gibson, 27th Pursuit Squadron, died at Hospital, Selfridge Field, Michigan.

	 
	 

	6 Aug 1931
	First Lieutenant Harry A. Johnson, 94th Pursuit Squadron, forced to jump from P-12D airplane near Denmarsh, Michigan, 10:00 AM, when ship failed to recover from an inverted spin. The airplane struck a cottage on river bank, tearing off dining room and kitchen, and strewing furniture all over the lawn.

	 
	 

	7 Aug 1931
	Second Lieutenant Kenneth Mosher, Air-Reserve, 94th Squadron, and Second Lieutenant Robert Burns, A.C., 17th Squadron, forced to jump from P-12C airplanes near Selfridge Field, Michigan, 9:35 AM, following collision during combat maneuvers.

	 
	 

	8 Aug 1931
	Second Lieutenant Paul M. Jacobs, A.C., transferred from 17th Pursuit Squadron to 57th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Henry F. Myers, Air-Reserve, Group Headquarters, transferred to 27th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Charles H. Pursley and E. H. Bobbitt, Air-Reserve, Group Headquarters, transferred to 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	11 Aug 1931
	Second Lieutenant Claude B. White, Air-Reserve, Group Headquarters, transferred to 27th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	12 Aug 1931
	Captain Jack R. Adams, Air-Reserve (14-day +trainee) crashed BT-2B airplane on loan from Scott Field, near Jackson, Michigan, but escaped injury.

	 
	 

	 
	 

	1 3 Aug 1931
	Captain Leo Aukerman, Air-Reserve (14-day trainee) crashed P-1 airplane on flying field, but escaped uninjured. Later during the afternoon, Captain Aukerman was found dead in his quarters, death being attributed to heart failure.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Will F. Day, Jr. , Group Headquarters, transferred to 27th Squadron.

	 
	 

	14 Aug 1931
	Eighteen P-12 airplanes of the 17th Pursuit Squadron under command of Major George H. Brett, A.C., departed for Montreal, Canada, to participate in Third Annual Canadian Air Pageant.

	 
	 

	17 Aug 1931
	Canadian Flight returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan, 3:00 PM. 

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Will F. Day, Jr. , Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, forced to jump from P-12D airplane near Selfridge Field, Michigan, 8:25 AM, when airplane failed to recover from an inverted spin.

	 
	 

	 
	Captain Roderick N. Ott, A.C., 57th Service Squadron, transferred to Panama Department.

	 
	 

	25 Aug 1931
	Second Lieutenant Donald L. Putt, A.C., 17th Squadron, escaped injury when P-12C airplane nosed over on Selfridge Field, 10:15 AM.

	 
	 

	27 Aug 1931 
	Captain Ross G. Hoyt, Second Lieutenants Curtis E. LeMay, Jesse Alton, and Robert C. Merrill, departed in P-12C airplanes for Langley Field, Virginia, to participate in annual Aerial Gunnery and Bombing Matches.

	 
	 

	28 Aug 1931
	P-6A airplane, piloted by Second Lieutenant C. W. Schott, Air-Reserve, 30th Pursuit Squadron, nosed over in deep sand at Oscoda, Michigan, damaging propeller and rudder.

	 
	 

	29 Aug 1931
	Thirty-two P-12 airplanes, under command of Major Gerald Brower, A.C., departed for Cleveland, Ohio, to participate National Air Races. 

	 
	 

	1 Sept 1931
	Second Lieutenant Thayer S. Olds, A.C., 36th Squadron, forced to jump from XP-12 airplane over Lake Erie near Cleveland, Ohio, 1:00 PM, when airplane disintegrated in air due to structural failure.

	 
	 

	6 Sep 1931
	Participants in Annual Aerial Gunnery and Bombing Matches returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	7 Sept 1931 
	Air Race Flight returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan.

	 
	 

	11 Sept 1931
	First Lieutenant Harry A. Johnson, A.C., leading nine P-12 airplanes of the 94th Pursuit Squadron departed for Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to participate in airport dedication.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Norman D. Sillin, A.C., and Technical Sergeant Lidias H. Albee, 36th Pursuit Squadron, escaped injury when C-22 airplane struck ditch at Wright Field and turned over.

	 
	 

	14 Sept 1931 
	Second Lieutenant Robert J. Hixson, Air-Reserve, 17th Squadron, relieved.

	 
	 

	17 Sept 1931 
	Second Lieutenant Carl F. Thiesen, Air-Corps, 17th Squadron, transferred to Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

	 
	 

	19 Sept 1931 
	Major Ralph Royce, Air Corps, awarded MacKay Trophy by Assistant Secretary of War, for leadership of First Pursuit Group during Spokane Flight in 1930.

	 
	 

	20 Sept 1931 
	Captain Ennis C. Whitehead, A.C. , leading six P-12 airplanes, departed for Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Maryland, to participate in anti-aircraft artillery and searchlight tests

	 
	 

	23 Sep 1931
	Second Lieutenant William B. Clements, Air-Reserve, 36th Pursuit Squadron, killed in crash of P-12D airplane at Dickerson, Maryland, 4:15 PM, while engaged in anti-aircraft tests.

	 
	 

	24 Sep 1931
	Aberdeen Proving Ground Flight returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	 
	First Pursuit Group departed for Oscoda, Michigan, to participate in tactical inspection of command by Commanding General, Sixth Corps Area. This tactical inspection consisted of gunnery and bombing demonstrations, inspection of aircraft, and aerial reviews.

	 
	 

	26 Sept 1931 
	Second Lieutenant Ronald L. Sansbury, Air-Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron, escaped injury in crash of P-12D airplane on Selfridge Field, Michigan, when engine cut out on take-off in formation.

	 
	 

	 
	Twenty-two P-1 airplanes, under command of Major Gerald E. Brower, A.C., departed for Chicago, Illinois, to participate in aerial demonstration.

	 
	 

	 
	Fifteen P-1 airplanes of the 27th Pursuit Squadron, under command Captain Rowland C. W. Blessley, A.C., departed for Indianapolis, Indiana, to participate in aerial demonstration of unemployed.

	 
	 

	27 Sep 1931
	Chicago and Indianapolis flights returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	28 Sep 1931 
	Second Lieutenant John M. Hodgson, Air-Reserve, 17th Squadron, relieved.

	 
	 

	1 Oct 1931
	First Lieutenant John S. Griffith, A.C., transferred to Group Headquarters from 17th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	3 Oct 1931
	Group Staff, consisting of Major Gerald E. Brower, Captain Ross G. Hoyt, Captain Rowland C. W. Blessley, First Lieutenant John S. Griffith, Second Lieutenants Thayer Olds, and six enlisted men departed for Battle Creek, Michigan, to simulate First Pursuit Wing in Sixth Corps Area Command Post Exercises. Major George H. Brett, A.C., commanding Selfridge Field, Michigan, acted as Army Air Officer.

	 
	 

	6 Oct 1931
	Group Staff returned from Camp Cutter, Battle Creek, Michigan.

	 
	 

	12 Oct 1931
	Second Lieutenant E. H. Bobbitt, Air Reserve, 36th Pursuit Squadron, landed a P-6A airplane at Selfridge Field about 1:55PM, after airplane had caught fire in air during tactical problem and burned the fabric completely off the right side of fuselage and lower wing.

	 
	 

	13 Oct 1931
	Second Lieutenants Frederick W. Castle, George F. Schlatter, Howard M. McCoy, Clark N. Piper, Mark E. Bradley, Jr. , William D. Eckert, Norman R. Burnett, Gerry L. Mason, Paul W. Blanchard, Harry A. Winters, Air Corps, assigned First Pursuit Group from Air Corps Training Center.

	 
	 

	16 Oct 1931
	Twenty-two officers, nine enlisted men, in twenty-one Pursuit and transport airplanes, under command of Major Gerald E. Brower, departed for Roosevelt Field, New York, to participate in aerial demonstration for the benefit of the unemployed of New York City.

	 
	 

	18 Oct 1931 
	Eighteen P-12C airplanes, 17th Pursuit Squadron, under command Captain Ross G. Hoyt, Air Corps, made mass night flight from Selfridge Field, Michigan, to Bolling Field, D.C.

	 
	 

	19 Oct 1931 
	17th Pursuit Squadron made mass night flight from Bolling Field, D.C., to Selfridge Field, Michigan, by way of Wright Field, Ohio, where intermediate stops were made. New York flight returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	 
	Following commendation from the Commanding General, Sixth Corps Area, was received:

"HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS AREA

Chicago, Illinois

13 October, 1931

 

1. I desire to express my gratification to you, Major Brower, and the individual pilots of the First Pursuit Group who took part in the tactical inspection and air demonstration given at Fort Sheridan on September 26th. The maneuvers of the unit as a whole and as individual planes merit the highest commendation.

2. A copy of this letter will be attached to the efficiency report of all officers concerned.

FRANK PARKER

Major General, U.S.A.,

Commanding"

	 
	 

	22 Oct 1931 
	Second Lieutenants Francis I. Jacobs, Kenneth R. .Mosher, Joe Shirley Anderson, Air-Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron, and Robert W. Humphreys, Ashby H. Toulmin, Air Reserve, 27th Squadron, relieved from active duty.

	 
	 

	23 Oct 1931
	Seven P-6A and one P-6 airplanes of the 36th Pursuit Squadron transferred to Fairfield Air Depot, for overhaul and conversion to P-6D type, after airplanes had been grounded due to failures of upper wings.

	 
	 

	26 Oct 1931
	Six P-12 airplanes commanded by Major Gerald E. Brower, A.C., departed for Washington, D.C., to participate aerial demonstration for Army Mutual Air and Relief Society.

	 
	 

	28 Oct 1931 
	Second Lieutenants Benton W. Davis, John B. Adams, Mayhue D. Blain, Lawrence 0. Brown, John D. Pitman, William H. Dum, James 0. Guthrie, Cecil Hefner, Robert Holtan, Charles Hughes, Joseph D. Lee, Phares McFerren, Joseph Muffatt, John Parlette, Elbert H. Schlanser, Robert Talbot, Lee C. Weber, and Charles M. Wilson, Air-Reserve, assigned lst Pursuit Group from Air Corps Training Center. 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	30 Oct 1931 
	Second Lieutenant Claude E. Brignall, John M. Pincomb, Felix Waitkus, Robert L. Gann, and Hamilton Smith, Air-Reserve, 36th Pursuit Squadron, relieved from active duty.

	 
	 

	 
	Washington Flight returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	1 Nov 1931 
	Second Lieutenant Henry A. Winters, Air Corps, and Mayhue D. Blaine, Air-Reserve, transferred to 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Benton William Davis and John Brook Adams, Air-Reserve, attached 94th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	3 Nov 1931 
	Twelve P-12 airplanes of the 94th Pursuit Squadron, under command of First Lieutenant Harry A. Johnson, A.C., departed for Bolling Field, D.C., to participate in garden party for benefit of Army Relief Fund.

	 
	 

	 
	 

	4 Nov 1931 
	Flight returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Joseph D. Lee, Jr., Air-Reserve, transferred to 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	5 Nov 1931 
	Aerial Gunner Camp at Oscoda, Michigan, formally designated Camp Skeel by General Orders 10, War Department, in honor of Captain Bert E. Skeel, Air Service, formally commanding officer of 27th Pursuit Squadron, killed October 4, 1924 at Wright Field, while competing in Pulitzer Trophy Races.

	 
	 

	7 Nov 1931
	Second Lieutenant Charles M. Wilson, Air-Reserve, assigned 17th Squadron, Joseph D. Muffat, Air-Reserve, 94th Squadron, Phares McFerrin, Air-Reserve, transferred to 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	9 Nov 1931
	Second Lieutenant Clark N. Piper, Air Corps, assigned 27th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	10 Nov 1931
	Second Lieutenants Charles Hughes, Air-Reserve, assigned 17th Pursuit Squadron, Robert Talbott, and Robert Holtan, Air-Reserve, assigned 27th Pursuit Squadron; Lee C. Weber, James Oscar Guthrie, William H. Dum, and Lawrence 0. Brown, Air-Reserve, transferred to 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	12 Nov 1931
	Second Lieutenant Norman R. Burnett, Air Corps, assigned 17th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants John D. Pitman and Clyde A. Parlette, Air-Reserve, transferred to 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Elbert H. Schlanser, Air-Reserve, attached 94th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Cecil Hefner, Air-Reserve, attached 27th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	16 Nov 1931
	Second Lieutenant Frederick W. Castle, George F. Schlatter, and Paul W. Blanchard, Air-Corps, assigned 17th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Howard M. McCoy, Air Corps, assigned 94th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Mark E. Bradley, Jr. , William D. Eckert, Air Corps, transferred to and assigned 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	17 Nov 1931 Second lieutenant Gerry L. Mason, Air Corps, assigned 17th Pursuit Squadron.
	Second Lieutenant Gerry L. Mason, Air Corps, assigned 17th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	29 Nov 1931 Second 1-@ioutenaiit Charles A. Coolidge, III, Air-Reserve,
	Second Lieutenant Charles A. Collidge, III, Air-Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron, escaped without injury in crash of P-12C airplane at Dexter, Michigan.

	 
	 

	2 Dec 1931 P-12 airplanes piloted by Second Lieutenants Hanlon H. Van Auken, Paul W. Blanchard, Air Corps, 94th Pursuit Squadron, badly damaged in collision over Selfridge
	P-12C airplanes piloted by Second Lieutenants Hanlon H. VanAuken and Paul W. Blanchard, Air Corps, 94th Pursuit Squadron, badly damaged in collision over Selfridge Field, Michigan, 9:25 AM.

	 
	 

	3 Dec 1931 
	Second Lieutenant Emmett F. Yost, Air Corps, transferred to Hawaiian Department.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant John M. Sterling, A.C., 17th Pursuit Squadron, transferred to Hawaiian Department.

	 
	 

	8 Dec 1931 
	Hangar sixteen, occupied jointly by the 57th Service Squadron and 36th Pursuit Squadron, destroyed by fire after blowtorch being used by mechanic exploded. Staff Sergeant Raymond A. Whitehead, 57th Service Squadron, slightly burned about face and arms when torch exploded.

	 
	 

	9 Dec 1931 Second Lieutenant Clarence F. Hegy, Air Corps, transferred
	Second Lieutenant Clarence F. Hegy, Air Corps, transferred from Group Headquarters to 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	17 Dec 1931 Second Lieutenant Lawrence Koons, Air Corps, Second Lieutenant Charles M. Wilson, Air-Reserve, Sergeant Walter Lawver, 17th Pursuit Squadron, killed in collision of and PT-3A airplanes near New Baltimore, Michigan, 3:00 PM during combat maneuvers.
	Second Lieutenant Lawrence Koons, Air Corps, Second Lieutenant Charles M. Wilson, Air-Reserve, and Sergeant Walter Lawver, 17th Pursuit Squadron, killed in collision of P-12C and PT-3A airplanes near New Baltimore, Michigan, 3:00 PM, during combat maneuvers.

	 
	 

	18 Dec 1931
	Captain George H. Warren, Air Corps, transferred from Group Headquarters to Post Headquarters.

	 
	 

	24 Dec 1931
	Second Lieutenant E. H. Bobbitt, Air-Reserve, 36th Pursuit Squadron, killed in crash of P-6A airplane at Bald Knob, West Virginia. When pilot and plane were unreported at destination, plans were made to search the area of line of flight.

	 
	 

	25 Dec 1931
	Second P-6A airplanes of the 36th Pursuit Squadron departed for Middletown, Pennsylvania, to institute search for Second Lieutenant E. H. Bobbitt, Air-Reserve, 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	26 Dec 1931
	Six planes of the 17th Pursuit Squadron departed for Cumberland, Maryland, to assist in search for plane of Second Lieutenant E. H. Bobbitt, Air-Reserve.

	 
	 

	27 Dec 1931 
	Six planes of the 27th Pursuit Squadron departed for Sulphur Springs, Virginia, to assist in search for plane of Second Lieutenant E. H. Bobbitt, Air-Reserve.

	 
	 

	28 Dec 1931 
	Six planes of 94th Pursuit Squadron departed for Elkins, West Virginia, to assist in search for plane of Second Lieutenant E. H. Bobbitt, Air-Reserve.

	 
	 

	29 Dec 1931
	The new permanent hangars were accepted by the government and associated to organizations.

	
	 

	 
	Reward for discovery of the wreckage of Lieutenant Bobbitt's airplane was offered by his father, Dr. E. H. Bobbitt of Kurtz, West Virginia.

	 
	 

	31 Dec 1931
	The twenty-five planes engaged in the search for Lieutenant Bobbitt, Air-Reserve, 36th Pursuit Squadron, returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan, when the body and plane which had crashed and burned on Bald Knob, West Virginia, were discovered by a party of deer hunters.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Robert C. Merrill, Roy H. Heiman, Air-Reserve, 17th Pursuit Squadron, Hugh 0. Coleman, Air-Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron, William R. Allemang, 27th Pursuit Squadron, Monty J. Tennes and William P. Poe, Air-Reserve, 36th Pursuit Squadron, relieved from active duty.

	 
	 


