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	1 Jan 1930
	The officers assigned the Group on the first of January 1930 were as follows:

	 
	 

	 
	GROUP HEADQUARTERS

Major Ralph Royce, Commanding

Captain Asa Etheridge 

Captain Victor H. Strahm

Captain Harlan W. Holden

1st Lt Robert D. Moor

lst Lt Alden R. Crawford

2nd Lt Harold Brown

2nd Lt Harry E. Wilson

	 
	 

	 
	17th PURSUIT SQUADRON

1st Lt Paul W. Wolf, Commanding 

2nd Lt Orrin L. Grover

2nd Lt Frank J. Coleman

2nd Lt Thayer S. Olds

2nd Lt Paul E. Shanahan

2nd Lt Carl Theis 

2nd Lt Ernest K. Warburton

2nd Lt Aubry Moore

2nd Lt Kenneth A. Rogers

2nd Lt Edwin R. French

2nd Lt Max H. Warren 

2nd Lt William M. Morgan

2nd Lt Donald L. Putt

	 
	 

	 
	27th PURSUIT SQUADRON

Captain Lotha A. Smith, Commanding 

lst Lt Marion L. Elliott

2nd Lt Charles Harrington

2nd Lt Bryant L. Boatner

2nd Lt Roger W. Rarney

2nd Lt George F. Smith, Jr.

2nd Lt Emmett F. Yost

2nd Lt Kingston E. Tibbetts

2nd Lt Austin A. Straubel

2nd Lt Norman D. Sillin

	 
	 

	 
	94th PURSUIT SQUADRON

1st Lt Harry A. Johnson, Commanding 

1st Lt Cecil E. Henry

2nd Lt Neil B. Harding

2nd Lt Paul B. Wurtsmith

2nd Lt Edward Alexander

2nd Lt Ralph C. Rhudy

2nd Lt Edward H. Underhill

2nd Lt Theodore M. Bolen

2nd Lt Durward O. Lowry

2nd Lt Flint Garrison, Jr.

	 
	 

	 
	57th SERVICES SQUADRON

1st Lt Walter E. Richards, Commanding 

1st Lt James E. Duke, Jr. 

2nd Lt Homer L. Sanders

2nd Lt Paul M. Jacobs

2nd Lt Lawrence W. Koons

	 
	 

	2 Jan 1930
	Second Lieutenants Aubry L. Moore, Max H. Warren, 17th Squadron, transferred to Duncan Field, Texas.

	 
	 

	5 Jan 1930
	Second Lieutenant Kingston E. Tibbetts, 27th Squadron, transferred to Duncan Field, Texas.

	 
	 

	7 Jan 1930
	Major General Frank Parker inspected personnel and equipment of the First Pursuit Group, scheduled to participate in Winter Test Flight to Spokane, Washington.

	 
	 

	 
	Eighteen P-1 type Curtiss Pursuit airplanes, 1 02-K Douglass Observation airplane, two C-9 Ford transports, and 1 C-1 Douglass Transport were moved to the ice of Lake St. Clair preparatory to take-off on the morning of the eighth. All airplanes of the flight were equipped with skis.

	 
	 

	8 Jan 1930
	A severe sleet storm struck the flight early this morning and equipment and planes were covered with a coating of ice, a takeoff being out of the question. The temperature was barely freezing and the heavy radio plane, a C-9 Ford transport was in danger of breaking through the ice.

	 
	 

	9 Jan 1930
	The C-9 Ford Radio plane broken through the ice during the night, the entire right ski being under water. All available personnel at Selfridge Field were turned out and put to work attempting to release the plane. A crew worked all night an finally succeeded in getting the plane on solid ground. Due to the weather not being sufficiently severe the flight was postponed another day.

	 
	 

	10 Jan 1930
	Eighteen P-1 airplanes, piloted by Major Ralph Royce, Commanding, First Lieutenants Alden R. Crawford, Kenneth A. Rogers, Marion L. Elliott, Paul W. Wolf, Cecil E. Henry, and Second Lieutenants Charles A. Harrington, Ernest K. Warburton, Ralph C. Rhudy, Austin A. Straubel, Donald L Putt , Norman D. Sillin, Paul B. Wurtsmith, Theodore M. Bolen, Paul M. Jacobs, Edward H. Underhill, Horner L. Sanders, and Robert K. Giovanolli took off from Lake St. Clair at 9:05 AM, bound for St. Ignace, Michigan. The 02-K observation plane flown by First Lieutenant Ennis C. Whitehead and carrying Mr. H. J. Adamson, representative of the Assistant Secretary of War for Air, failed to get off due to engine trouble. The pursuit flight reacted St. Ignace 11:20 AM, and proceeded to Duluth, Minnesota, arriving there at 3:20 PM. The two C-9 transports and the C-1 transport departed Selfridge Field 11:30 AM, and the C-9 piloted by Lieutenants Edwin R. French and Durward 0. Lowry, accompanied by two enlisted mechanics, arrived Munising, Michigan, 4:00 PM. The C-9 transport piloted by First Lieutenant James F. Duke, Jr., accompanied by nine enlisted mechanics and carrying the radio equipment, arrived St. Ignace, Michigan, at 5:10 PM.

	 
	 

	11 Jan 1930
	Captain Lotha A. Smith, Commanding 27th Pursuit Squadron, transferred to Fort Crockett, Texas.

	 
	 

	 
	The O-ZK Observation plane departed Selfridge Field for St. Ignace 8:40 AM. The 18 pursuit planes arrived Minot, North Dakota.

	 
	 

	12 Jan 1930
	With the temperature 20 degrees below zero, the Group attempted to start their engines for the next leg of the flight. The rear end of Lieutenant Bolen's engine was torn out by the starter because the motor was too cold to turn over, and it was decided to wait for the arrival of the transports with the plumbers fire pots. One C-9 and the C-1 arrived in the afternoon. The C-1 transport had been forced down about 25 miles from Minot due to a broken oil line, but after affecting repairs, proceeded to Minot, but met with another mishap when the right axle broke in landing.

	 
	 

	13 Jan 1930
	A new motor was expressed from Selfridge Field Michigan to replace the one damaged in Lieutenant Bolen's plane. Lieutenant Whitehead and Mr. Adamson in the 02-K were held over at Amasas, Michigan, due to the severe weather conditions, but managed to proceed late in the day to Wausau, Wisconsin. The pursuit flight proceeded to Glasgow, Montana, in elements of five and three planes, leaving Lieutenant Bolen at Minot. Prior to departure, the water and oil were drained from the engines and steam injected into the motors using hot blowers, actuated by blow torches. As a result of the heating operation, three radiators started leaking. The start was a long process, the last plane landing at Glasgow, Montana, just as the first plane took off for Great Falls, Montana, at 1:15 PM. In taking off the skis on Lieutenant Warburton's plane were so badly damaged that it became necessary to replace them with wheels. Handicapped by this wheel landing gear, Lieutenant Warburton nevertheless made a nice landing at Havre, Montana. Thirteen P-1s arrived at Great Falls, Montana, at 3:45 PM. Motor trouble necessitated Lieutenant Elliott making a forced landing at Hosey Post Office, Montana, some fifty miles from the nearest railroad, due to a broken piston. Lieutenant Wolf, Putt, and Warburton were overtaken by darkness and forced to land at Havre, Montana. During the flight to Great Falls, the temperature varied from ten degrees below zero to five above, winter fog and snow flurries, forcing the pilots to fly at an altitude of 200 feet and often below that. The level country made conditions ideal for flying with skis. All pilots were reported to be in excellent condition, while the planes required some minor repairs on the skis.

	 
	 

	14 Jan 1930
	The pursuit flight at Great Falls, Montana, was forced to delay their departure for Spokane due to snow flurries and low visibility. Aided by the willing citizens of Great Falls, the pursuiters worked all morning to start the motors and succeeded to do so, only to find their labors wasted. City officials arranged to have three steam boilers on the flying field the next day to facilitate the starting of engines. Lieutenant Wolf, Warburton, and Putt landed at Kalispell, Montana, but in landing, Lieutenant Putt broke a ski, causing him to nose up and break the propeller. Lieutenant Shanahan, in a C-9 with nine enlisted men, arrived at Minot, North Dakota, 8:00 AM and after refueling, took off for Glasgow, Montana. He arrived at Glasgow, Montana, about 12:00 noon and after refueling, took off for Kalispell, but was unable to get through the mountains and was forced to land at Havre, Montana.

	 
	 

	 
	Lieutenant Whitehead, with the Assistant Secretary of War, was forced back to Wausau, Wisconsin, due to bad weather. Lieutenant Marion L. Elliott, leaving his airplane under guard, was forced to make a trip to Big Sandy, Montana, the nearest telephone office, on horseback, from Hosey Post Office, Montana. In an attempt to get away from Great Falls, Lieutenant Crawford took off at 1:00 PM, but when five miles from the field, was forced to turn back due to heavy fog. The landing gear of Lieutenant Roger's plane collapsed and steps were taken to repair it locally.

	 
	 

	15 Jan 1930
	The temperature at Great Falls, Montana, was thirty degrees below zero when work was started on the engines. Through the use olive steam, hot Prestone, and hot oil, seven motors were started and one plane dispatched to Kalispell, Montana, piloted by Lieutenant Crawford. Lieutenant Sanders could not get off the ground due to the condition of the skis. The remainder of the planes took off and when about thirty miles from Kalispell, were forced to turn back because of the fog and mountains. Lieutenant Sillin was forced down at Brady, Montana, and Lieutenant Giovannolli at Powers, Montana, due to exhausted fuel supplies. The C-9, piloted by Lieutenant Shanahan, arrived at Kalispell, Montana. Lieutenant Harrington stated that the Eskimo garb seen at Great Falls was looked upon favorably by pilots suffering from cold and fatigue by working in stiff flying suits, but that they were extremely glad to receive the valuable experience repairing and maintaining their own planes in the field. Lieutenant Elliott arrived at Great Falls after a seventy-mile sleigh ride from the mountains at Big Sandy, Montana. The farmer who brought Lieutenant Elliott from Hosey Post Office came in through a raging blizzard and on arrival, one horse dropped dead and the farmer was taken to a hospital, where he was reported to be in critical condition. Arrangements were made to ship a new motor from Selfridge Field to Great Falls, where it was to be ferried to Hosey by transport plane. Lieutenant Duke in the C-9 radio ship was still at Amasa, Michigan, but the bad weather prevailed over the entire northern section of the United States.

	 
	 

	16 Jan 1930
	Taking heed of the harrowing flight of the six planes which were forced to turn back when within thirty miles of Kalispell on the previous day, the Group took all possible precautions before again attempting to cross this wild section of the mountains. The officers engaged in this flight suffered from the extreme cold. While awaiting weather reports, advantage was taken of the opportunity to have four skis repaired and to have three steam lines ready for starting the motors on the following morning. Goggles worn by the pilots were declared unsatisfactory because of frosting, which necessitated flying without them. Lieutenant Rogers was taken to a hospital with an infected foot, while Lieutenants Giovannoli and Underhill suffered from frozen noses. One boiler supplying steam to the plane froze while in operation and one of its pipes cracked. Another boiler was supplied, but efforts to get up sufficient steam while in the open were unavailing. Lieutenant Duke flew the C-9 radio plane to Wausau, Wisconsin, where it was grounded.

	 
	 

	17 Jan 1930
	A blizzard with thirty-five mile wind on the plateau airport at Great Falls foiled the attempts of the group to start their motors for the flight to Spokane. The temperature on this day was fourteen degrees below zero. Snow lashed by the wind drifted high about the ships. Officers working on the planes found it necessary to wear lined facemasks. Removing his gloves to fasten a bolt on his plane, Major Royce's hands were frozen, but he succeeded in thawing them out in time to avoid serious consequences. Lieutenant Straubel succeeded in starting his plane, but only at the expense of a frostbitten face. The three P-1s piloted by Lieutenants Wolf, Warburton, and Putt, and the C-9 transport piloted by Lieutenant Shanahan, with nine enlisted mechanics, took off from Kalispell at noon and arrived at Spokane about 4:30 P.M.

	 
	 

	18 Jan 1930
	Snow and poor visibility still held the thirteen P-1s at Great Falls. A broken cylinder on the right outboard engine of Lieutenant Duke's C-9 transport forced him to remain at Wausau, Wisconsin, to await the arrival of a new engine.

	 
	 

	19 Jan 1930
	Major Royce, leading thirteen P-1s arrived Spokane, Washington, 4:00 PM, after having departed Great Falls Montana, 10:50 AM, by way of a stop for gas at Missoula. Lieutenant Boolean arrived Great Falls from Minot, North Dakota, 3:00 PM. In a telegram to First Pursuit Group Headquarters at Selfridge Field, Major Royce stated, "Having battled forces of King Winter ten days and won from them secrets of how they intend to aid enemies of the United States in war time, the First Pursuit rests here in Spokane, Washington, while battle wounds are healed." With the arrival of Lieutenant Boolean, whose motor was treacherously damaged by the enemy in skirmish at Minot, North Dakota, seventeen pursuit planes and one Ford transport now stand defiantly on the ice at Newman Lake, fifteen miles east of Spokane. Battered skis are being, repaired, motors looked over, valves checked, fabric patched and broken parts replaced, as well as can be done in the operation of a fighting unit far away from its base of supplies. One pilot and one pursuit plane are still in the enemy hands. Lieutenant Rogers in hospital at Great Falls, Montana, with an infected foot, and Lieutenant Aleut's plane being ill treated by blizzards on a bleak Montana hillside. However, this plane will soon be recaptured. New motor has arrived Great Falls, Montana, to be taken by Lieutenants Elliott and Canadian in Ford transport to the stranded plane, if landing there is possible. Douglass transport piloted by Lieutenants French and Shanahan holds an outpost at Minot and awaiting orders. Lieutenant Duke, with burned out right motor on Ford transport, awaiting new motor at Wausau, Wisconsin. Observation plane piloted by Lieutenant Whitehead and carrying Mr. Hans Adamson, representative of Assistant Secretary of War F. Trubee Davison, wil1 meet group along homeward flight, it having been hard pressed by the enemy.

	 
	 

	20 Jan 1930
	Lieutenant Bolen in P-1 departed from Great Falls, 10:00 A.M. and arrived Spokane, Washington 2:30 PM. Lieutenant French departed Minot, North Dakota 10:25 AM in C-1 and was forced down at Sidney, Montana, and axle broke in landing, necessitating shipment of right half of landing gear.

	 
	 

	21 Jan 1930
	Major Royce announced intention of starting return flight on the 22nd, barring violent weather. Engines were flight tested, and skis repaired, all but two sets being replaced on airplanes.

	 
	 

	22 Jan 1930
	Leaving Spokane, Washington, 10:45 AM, on the first leg of the return flight, the Group arrived Helena, Montana, 1:45 PM. The late take-off from Spokane was due to mounting three skis and engine starting troubles, necessitating abandoning a proposed thirty-five miles flight around Spokane. Visibility on the flight to Helena was perfect all the way across the mountains. Extreme cold was experienced at high altitudes. It was necessary to attain in order to clear the peaks. A temperature of twelve degrees below zero greeted the visitors when they landed at Helena.

	 
	 

	23 Jan 1930
	Meeting the forces of King Winter with a newly found weapon, namely the humble plumber's fire pot, the First Pursuit Group gained a signal victory in being able to start the engines at Helena, Montana, in time to arrive at Giles City, Montana, via Billings at 3:30 in the afternoon. At Helena, these fire pots proved the best means of warming the motors for starting in sub-zero weather. The planes were parked parallel to a spur of the Union Pacific Railroad. Half of them were warmed by steam lines from a locomotive on this spur, and the remainder by the fire pots. Starters were broken on four planes, necessitating turning the propellers by hand. These four were sent direct to Miles City without stopping at Billings, arriving shortly before the remaining thirteen ships of the Group and landing on the ice of Rattlesnake Lake. A series of snowstorms from Billings to Miles City forced the Group into echelon formation at a low altitude. The pilots, however, were growing accustomed to flying through such storms. In taxiing after landing at Helena, Montana, Lieutenant Bolen nosed up when the right side of his ship struck an iron pipe, resulting in breaking the right side of undercarriage and the propeller. Repairs permitted Lieutenant Bolen reaching Miles City shortly following the arrival there of the Group. The C-9 piloted by Lieutenant Shanahan left the fight at Helena, Montana, to ferry engine to Hosey Ranch for installation in P-1 piloted by Lieutenant Elliott.

	 
	 

	24 Jan 1930
	When the take-off from Miles City was made, the weather reports received indicated that snow flurries and a ceiling of 1000 feet would be encountered. As the group progressed, however, the visibility became poorer and the flying actually dangerous. When four miles east of Beach, North Dakota, the blizzard then raging made visibility impossible and the Group was forced down on the farm of A. H. Arnold. Lieutenant Warburton crashed within a few hundred feet of the farmhouse, receiving cuts about his head. He was taken to Beach in a wagon sled, no automobiles being able to get through on the roads. The forced landings were very difficult to make for all planes. Major Royce went through three wire fences and damaged his plane, a large dent being made in the tail surfaces. Taking parts from the wrecked airplane previously flown by Lieutenant Warburton, repaired this plane. Lieutenant Silraubel was forced down at Sentinel Butte, Montana. 

	 
	 

	25 Jan 1930
	The pursuiters busied themselves salvaging Lieutenant Warburton’s plane and repairing the other planes. Six pilots, Lieutenants Crawford, Straubel, Sillin, Rhudy, Underhill, and Wurtsmith succeeded in starting their engines through the use of plumber's fire pots and left for Bismarck, North Dakota. Lieutenant Warburton was sent to the hospital at Fort Lincoln, North Dakota, suffering from shock and cuts about his face, especially two deep cuts on his forehead and one on his chin. His plane was found to be a complete wreck, much worse than Lieutenant Warburton's injuries would have led one to believe. The blizzard the previous day prevented a detailed inspection of the plane after the crash. Lieutenant Warburton remembered nothing of the crash and it is presumed that he zoomed his plane to avoid the Arnold farmhouse looming, up before him in the blizzard, which caused him to lose flying speed and crashed on the right wing. The stabilizer and tail surfaces were good enough to be placed on Major Royce's plane. The instruments, machine guns, and one magneto were taken from the wreck, and what remained was nothing but junk and was hauled away from the Arnold farm. Six of the pilots spent most of the afternoon sewing up the holes in the wings of Major Royce's ship. The lower wings were spread and a fence post had gone through the bottom of the fuselage.

	 
	 

	 
	The snow was very deep and in drifts, and fences were taken down in order to move the ships into the largest open space for a takeoff. Had the blackest of the blizzard overtaken the Group five minutes later, they would have been over the Dakota Badlands and the landing of' the flight would probably have proven disastrous. Landing the previous day in a forty-mile gale and unable to see the ground, the windmill which almost proved to be the undoing of some of the pilots, gave them the wind direction, and with all of them circling to the left from force of habit, collisions were prevented. Installation of a new motor in the plane, which Lieutenant Elliott was forced to land in the mountains 55 miles east of Fort Benton, Montana, was completed. This particular job would make a good story in itself. The Ford transport piloted by Lieutenant Shanahan, which ferried the motor to the stranded ship, also carried Lieutenant Elliott as a passenger. The change of motors was effected and both planes took off from a rather precarious spot in the mountains and reached Great Falls at nightfall.

	 
	 

	26 Jan 1930
	The nine pilots at Beach, North Dakota, succeeded in warming up their motors and took off at noon for Bismarck, North Dakota. Lieutenant French and Lowry, piloting the C-1 equipped with wheels, passed over the ground at Beach when the group was still working on the engines and were about to make a landing when they were waved on. It was fortunate that the pilot's attention was attracted just before he was preparing to land with his wheels in the snow-drifted fields, as it looked good from the air. Half an hour out of Beach and when near Richardson, North Dakota, the flight struck a snowstorm, which necessitated their turning back and circling. They reached Bismark at 1:20 PM, serviced, lunched, and took off again, seven of them reaching Fargo, North Dakota, at 4:55 PM, Lieutenant Elliott and Rogers roared in five minutes later. The C-1 arrived at Fargo with the Group. The six pursuit planes led by Lieutenant Crawford took off from Bismarck soon after the Group led by Major Royce arrived, and reached Fargo, North Dakota at 4:30 PM, The Ford transport left Great Falls at daybreak and reached Miles City, just as Lieutenant Elliott and Rogers were preparing to leave for their next stop. Lieutenant Duke in the Radio C-9 arrived at Minneapolis, Minnesota, with all engines in poor condition.

	 
	 

	27 Jan 1930
	Taking off from Fargo at 10:30 AM, the Group reached Minneapolis, Minnesota, at 12:30, completing another leg of their Arctic Patrol Flight. The C-9 from Bismarck reached Fargo just as the group was preparing to take off for Minneapolis and joined the flight. Including the disabled radio plane at Minneapolis and remembering that the P-1 flown by Lieutenant Warburton had crashed, the entire group, with the exception of the O-2K piloted by Lieutenant Whitehead, and which had returned to Dayton, Ohio, was again intact. The flight from Fargo was almost blocked by a snowstorm shortly after takeoff, but the Group determined to push on, climbed over this storm, circled until a hole was found in the clouds, and then flew out of the storm area, having clear weather into Minneapolis, except for occasional snow flurries.

	 
	 

	28 Jan 1930
	Completing all the necessary repairs, the twenty ships left Minneapolis shortly after noon and favored by clear and cold weather, landed at 2:45 P.M. on the excellent airport at Wausau, Wisconsin. Utilizing the now famous plumber's fire pot, no difficult was encountered with the mechanics.

	 
	 

	29 Jan 1930 
	The group departed Wausau, Wisconsin, 9:20 AM, after an easy start with plumber's fire pots. A landing was made at Escanaba, Michigan, where the planes were serviced and the group had lunch. Soon after leaving Escanaba, Lieutenant Sillin was forced down a Cooks, Michigan, due to a broken connecting rod. Lieutenant Elliott recalled his experience at Hosey Ranch and landed beside him to render whatever assistance he could and later took off, reaching Selfridge Field, Michigan, at 6:00 PM. The Pursuiters reached Selfridge Field, Michigan, shortly after dark and in flightly flown formation, fifteen planes roared down the hangar line dipping in salute to the home airdrome. Lieutenant Shanahan, piloting a C-9, transport arrived after darkness had settled over the field at 6:20 PM.

	 
	 

	30 Jan 1930
	Lieutenant Duke, piloting the radio transport, and Lieutenant French and Lowry in the C-1 transport were held over at Bay City, Michigan, due to weather and did not reach Selfridge Field, until 12:00 noon.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Paul E. Shanahan transferred from 17th Squadron to 57th Squadron.

	 
	 

	31 Jan 1930
	Second Lieutenant Francis H. Griswold, Air-Reserve, 57th Squadron; Lieutenants Llewellyn 0. Ryan, Hanlon H. Van Auken, Sidney J. Nelson, Robert W. Burns, Air-Reserve, 17th Squadron; Stewart P. Wright, Curtis E. LeMay, Clarence F. Hegy, William R. Morton, Norman B. Olsen, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, Herbert H. Tellman, Jesse Auton, Edward L. Anderson, George B. McClellan and Louis A. Vaupre, Air-Reserve, 94th Squadron, relieved from active duty to accept appointments as Second Lieutenants Air Corps, Regular Army.

	 
	 

	1 Feb 1930
	Second Lieutenants Llewellyn 0. Ryan, Hanlon H. Van Auken, Sidney J. Nelson, Robert W. Burns, assigned 17th Squadron. Second Lieutenant Curtis E. LeMay, Clarence F. Hegy, William R. Morgan, Norman B. Olsen, assigned 27th Squadron. Second Lieutenants Herbert H. W. Tellman, Jesse Auton, Edward H. Anderson, George B. McLellan, and Louis A. Vaupre assigned 94th Squadron. Second Lieutenant Francis H. Griswold and Stewart P. Wright assigned 57th Service Squadron.

	 
	 

	2 Feb 1930 
	While ferrying supplies to Lieutenant Sillin, forced down at Cooks, Michigan, the C-9 transport piloted by First Lieutenant Harry A. Johnson was forced down at Alba, Michigan, due to engine failure. In Indiana, the airplane struck a stump, demolishing the landing gear and right wing and damaging the fuselage. No injury was suffered by the pilot or mechanics. Repairs having been completed on Lieutenant Sillin's airplane, he arrived Selfridge Field, Michigan, 5:15 PM, completing the Winter Test Flight of the First Pursuit Group.

	 
	 

	19 Feb 1930
	First Lieutenant Joseph T. Morris assigned 57th Squadron.

	 
	 

	20 Feb 1930
	Second Lieutenant Homer L. Sanders transferred from 57th Squadron to 27th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	First Lieutenant James E. Duke, Jr. , transferred from 57th Squadron to 94th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Charles F. Scott, Jr., Air Reserve, transferred from 94th Squadron to 57th Squadron.

	 
	 

	21 Feb 1930
	Six P-1 airplanes under command Major Royce departed for Hancock, Michigan, to inspect landing fields. Flight forced down at Newberry, Michigan, on account of fog.

	 
	 

	23 Feb 1930 
	Hancock Flight arrived Hancock, Michigan, 4:00 PM.

	 
	 

	24 Feb 1930
	Hancock Flight returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan, Lieutenant Hanlon H. VanAuken piloting P-1C had forced landing in plowed field five miles north of Selfridge Field dome to fog. Airplane slightly damaged in landing.

	 
	 

	25 Feb 1930
	Second Lieutenant Richard E. Cobb assigned 94th Squadron from 15th Observation Squadron.

	 
	 

	28 Feb 1930
	Second Lieutenant John M. Sterling, John W. Kirby, Emmett O'Donnell assigned Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	1 Mar 1930
	Second Lieutenant Horace J. Reid, Air-Reserve, attached 27th Squadron.

	 
	 

	3 Mar 1930
	Second Lieutenant Morley F. Slaght, Minthorne W. Reed, Air-Reserve, attached 17th Squadron.

	 
	 

	4 Mar 1930
	Second Lieutenant Edward G. Davis, Charles A. Thompson, George F. McGuire, Air-Reserve, attached 27th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second L. Lieutenant John W. Kirby transferred to 27th Squadron, from Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Emmett O'Donnell transferred to 94th Squadron from Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	5 Mar 1930
	The basketball season at Selfridge Field came to a close, with the 57th Service Squadron winning the trophy as a result of having won 15 games and lost only one. The Group Headquarters was second with twelve games won and three games lost.

	 
	 

	6 Mar 1930
	While ferrying an 0-2 observation airplane from Selfridge Field, Michigan, to San Antonio, Texas, Second Lieutenant Joseph Bulger was forced to jump by parachute near Sparta, Missouri, due to dense fog.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Richard E. Cobb, ferrying a C-1 transport to Wright Field, Ohio, lost a wheel shortly after takeoff'. Upon arrival at Wright Field, pilot informed him before landing and Lieutenant Cobb landed the airplane on one wheel, without damage to the airplane or injury to his passengers.

	 
	 

	12 Mar 1930
	Second Lieutenant Forest H. Malick Air-Reserve, attached 17th Squadron.

	 
	 

	13 Mar 1930
	Second Lieutenant Julius K. Lacey, Air-Reserve, attached 17th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Jarred V. Crabb, Arnold T. Johnson, Carl E. Feldmann, and Will W. McConnell, Air Reserve, attached 94th squadron.

	 
	 

	18 Mar 1930
	Lieutenant Harry A. Johnson, leading six P-12s, departed the Boeing factory, Seattle, Washington, 1:00 P.M., for Rockwell Field, California. These planes were being flown to Mather to equip the second squadron of the First Pursuit Group scheduled to participate in the air force maneuvers on the West Coast. Major General Frank Parker, Commanding General, Sixth Corps Area, visited the Group and commended pilots of the First Pursuit Group, who participated in the Spokane Flight.

	 
	 

	20 Mar 1930
	Six pilots of the Group departed for Seattle, Washington to obtain the third increment of P-12B airplanes for the Group.

	 
	 

	 
	Lieutenant Johnson's flight arrived March Field, California, 3:40 P. M. The Commanding Officer, Selfridge Field, Michigan, received the following letter of commendation:

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS AREA

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

18 March 1930

"1. I am in receipt of the letter from the Board of Commerce of Mount Clemens, expressing gratitude for the service rendered by your command in the recent fire.

2. I should be glad to have you express to your command, at the appropriate time and place, the great satisfaction which such service gives this headquarters. Nothing brings is closer to our civilian community than its understanding of our ability and desire to assist them whenever they need our help.

FRANK PARKER

Major General, U.S.A.

Commanding." 

	 
	 

	23 Mar 1930
	One officer, six enlisted mechanics in C-2A departed for Mather Field, California, to participate in Air Force maneuvers.

	 
	 

	24 Mar 1930
	Two Officers, five enlisted men in C-9 airplanes departed for Mather Field, California.

	 
	 

	25 Mar 1930
	Twenty-two P-1 and three C-9 airplanes at Selfridge Field departed 9:00 AM, but were forced to return to Selfridge Field at 11:55, after battling bad weather for two hours in an attempt to reach Chanute Field, Illinois.

	 
	 

	26 Mar 1930
	Three C-9s and twenty two P-1s again departed Selfridge Field, Michigan, but were forced to turn back by a blizzard. One C-9 was forced down at Fort Wayne, Indiana, landing at Baer Airport when the blizzard was at its heaviest.

	 
	 

	 
	Captain Strahm leading six P-12B airplanes departed Seattle.

	 
	 

	27 Mar 1930
	Group departed Selfridge Field 7:30 AM and was forced to return at 9:20, due to extremely severe weather conditions over northern Indiana. A second attempt at departure at 12:50 resulted in the Group returning to Selfridge Field at 1:40 PM.

	 
	 

	28 Mar 1930
	Twenty-two P-1 and two C-9 airplanes, under command Major Royce, departed Selfridge Field 9:45 PM, arriving Chanute Field 9:45 AM. The flight departed Chanute Field, Illinois, 11:30 AM and arrived Fort Crook, Nebraska 3:45 PM.

	 
	 

	 
	Captain Hayes' leading 1 C-1, 2 P-3As, and four P-1 airplanes departed Selfridge Field 5:00 PM.

	 
	 

	29 Mar 1930
	P- 1 flight departed Fort Crook, Nebraska, 10:45 AM, arrived Cheyenne, Wyoming, 4:30 PM.

	 
	 

	 
	First Lieutenant Maril L Elliott, leading six P-12Bs, departed Seattle, Washington, for Mather Field, 2:15 PM.

	 
	 

	30 Mar 1930
	P-1 Flight departed Cheyenne, Wyoming, 9:00 AM, for Reno, Nevada, but was forced back by snowstorms at 10:15 AM.

	 
	 

	1 Apr 1930
	Second Lieutenant Lawrence W. Koons transferred from 57th Squadron to 17th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	P-1 Flight departed Cheyenne, Wyoming, 8:30, arrived Salt Lake City, 1:00 PM.

	 
	 

	 
	First Lieutenant Robert D. Moore, 17th Squadron, forced to land at Rock Springs, Wyoming, due to engine failure.

	 
	 

	2 Apr 1930
	Nineteen P-1 airplanes departed Salt Lake City, Utah, 8:00 AM, arrived Mather Field, California, 1:00 PM. Lieutenant Moor in P-1 arrived Mather Field 2:00 PM, having made repairs at Rock Springs.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Jesse Alton, 94th Squadron, in P-1 forced down at Shafter, Nevada, due to engine failure. Temporary repairs were made and plane flown to Reno, Nevada, and held there pending arrival of new engine from Mather Field. Second Lieutenant Francis Griswold, 27th Squadron, in P-1 arrived Reno, Nevada, 6:00 PM.

	 
	 

	3 April 1930
	Lieutenant Griswold in P-1 arrived Mather Field, California, 11:20

	 
	 

	16 Apr 1930
	First Lieutenant Audrey B. Ballard assigned 57th Squadron.

	 
	 

	23 Apr 1930
	P-5 airplane 27-330, 94th Squadron, slightly damaged when it caught fire in hangar No. 8 about 11:00 PM. Quick action on the part of the sentry on duty undoubtedly saved the airplane from destruction.

	 
	 

	24 Apr 1930
	Second Lieutenant Norman D. Sillin, 27th Squadron, nosed over in P-1 at Reno, Nevada. The pilot escaped injury, but the airplane was damaged beyond repair.

	 
	 

	28 Apr 1930
	The First Pursuit Group, under command of Major Ralph Royce, and consisting of twenty P-1 and eighteen P-12B airplanes departed Mather Field, California, for Selfridge Field, Michigan. Upon arrival at Salt Lake City, Utah, the Group flew formation for about thirty minutes and after landing, individual exhibitions totaling about one hours flying were made.

	 
	 

	29 April
	The Group departed Salt Lake City, Utah, for Denver, Colorado, via Cheyenne, Wyoming. At Denver, the Group made a demonstration and performed exhibition flying for some twenty-thousand people from all over the West, who ran special trains from points as far as two-hundred miles. The following poem appeared in the Denver Sunday Post of April 27, 1930:

THE FIRST PURSUIT

By Gene Lindberg

Look, thru the haze where the range is high --

What are those dots in the far-off sky,

Dwarfed with the dimness of distant things?

Onward they come! Can you see the Wings?

Peaks lift their heads in a grim salute,

Hailing the flight of the First Pursuit.

Listen! The wind brings a throbbing hum,

Faint as the roll of a muffled drum...

Louder it grows -- to a battle cry,

Roared at the earth from a screaming sky!

Even the Thunder God's voice is mute,

Drowned by the song of the First Pursuit.

 

Miles are but shadows that race below,

Skimming the plains and the mountain snow.

Canyons and cliff tops go rolling by,

Under the keels of these ships that fly!

Rock fingers reaching to rend and loot

Stretch up in vain for the First Pursuit.

Soldiers who fight as the eagles fight,

Hurdle our range on a peaceful flight.

No man who sees them can wonder why,

This is their motto: "To Win or Die".

Denver, the state and the west salute,

Welcoming proudly the First Pursuit.

	1 May 1930
	Second Lieutenant Charles A. Thompson, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, relieved.

	 
	 

	2 May 1930
	Second Lieutenant Harold Brown, Air Corps, Group Headquarters, killed in crash of P-1B near Mexico, Missouri, while enroute to Selfridge Field from Denver.

	 
	 

	 
	Group arrived Selfridge Field, Michigan, 4:45 PM.

	 
	 

	 
	One P-1, one C-9, two officers, and three enlisted men departed Selfridge Field, Michigan, for Fon-du-Lac, Wisconsin, to act as escort for the Commanding General, Sixth Corps Area.

	 
	 

	5 May 1930
	Major Gerald E. Brower assigned First Pursuit Group.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant John M. Sterling transferred from Group Headquarters to 17th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant John W. Kirby, Group Headquarters, transferred to 27th Squadron.

	 
	 

	8 May 1930
	As a result of a bowling tournament held during the past month, the Fifteenth Observation Squadron won the trophy with a record of fourteen games won and two games lost. The 27th Squadron took second place with twelve games won and four games lost.

	 
	 

	10 May 1930
	Major Brower commanding twenty one P-1 airplanes departed for Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, to participate in joint Air Corps-Anti-aircraft exercises, where the Group was to act as Defense Forces in the Demonstrations. 

	 
	 

	12 May 1930
	Group took of 9:15 AM, sighted and attacked three attack planes 2 miles southwest of Perrymand 9:22 AM, attacked three planes 9:25 AM 2 miles south of Magnolia; attacked three bombers 3 miles west of Betterton 9:30AM; attacked three bombers 2 miles north of Harford 9:35AM, landed 10:00AM. Squadron took off 2:05 PM to patrol eastern sector of 45 miles line adjacent to Annapolis. Sighted and attacked flight of bombers Chase, Maryland, 2:20PM; attacked three bombers 2:50 PM near Bay Shore, Maryland; landed 3:15 PM.

	 
	 

	13 May 1930
	Group cleared airdrome 9:20 to patrol western sector. Attacked flight of three attack planes in vicinity of Logan Field 9:40 A.M. attacked three bombers 9:45 A.M. northeast of Logan Field; 9:45 A.M. attacked three attack planes in vicinity of sparrows Point. 9:45 attacked three, attack planes in vicinity of Sparrows Point. 9:45 attacked 3 attack planes northeast of Bay Shore, Maryland, attacked three bombers 8 miles southeast of Sparrows Point. Squadron landed 11:05 AM. Group again cleared 2:05 PM and at 2:20 PM attacked three bombers over Bay Shore and three bombers over Grange. At 2:30 six attack planes were attacked over Logan Field. At 2:35 "C" flight attacked three bombers midway of sector. Group landed at 4:05 PM.

	 
	 

	 
	 

	14 May 1930
	Captain Harlan W. Holden, Group Headquarters, transferred to 15th Observation Squadron. Group took off at 9:15 AM and at 9:38, three attack planes were attacked 2 miles east of St. Lansdowne; at 9:45 AM, three bombers were attacked over Glenburnie; at 9:57 AM, three bombers were attacked near Camp Meade. Group landed 1l:05 AM. Group cleared airdrome 2:20 PM and attacked three bombers near Sparrows Point at 2:40, then patrolled sector until landing at 3:40 PM due to poor visibility.

	 
	 

	15 May 1930
	Major Ralph Royce transferred to General Staff of the Army, Washington, D.C. Major Gerald E. Brower assumed command of First Pursuit Group. Group took off 9:20 to patrol western portion of defended area, attacked three attack ships 9:45 AM south of Edgewood, and three bombers 9:50 AM near Bay Shore, Maryland. Group landed 11:05 AM. The Group cleared the airdrome at 2:25 PM at 2:45, one bomber was attacked over Pooles Island at 2:50 one bomber attacked three miles east of Sparrows Point and two over Laurel. At 2:57, one bomber was attacked over Edgewood Arsenal. Group landed at Bolling Field, D.C., 3:45 PM.

	 
	 

	16 May 1930
	Group cleared Bolling Field 9:15 AM and attacked bomber over Sparrows Point 9:40. Three attack planes were sighted at Rockhall, Maryland, 9:30 AM, and pursued and attacked at Melitola 9:45 AM. One bomber attacked four miles north of Worton, 9:50 AM. Group landed at Phillips Field 11:05 AM. Group cleared airdrome 1:55 PM and attacked Bomber No. 1 2:15 PM, four miles east of Edgewood Arsenal at 15,000. Bomber No. 2 attacked three miles northeast of Aberdeen 2:20 PM at 12, 000 feet. Bomber No. 41 attacked at 5, 000 feet over Pooles Island 2:25 PM. Bomber No. 53 attacked at 14, 000 feet, four miles east of Phillips Field 2:40 PM. Bomber No. 3 attacked at 6, 000 feet over Harford 2:52 PM. Bomber No. 52 attacked at 17,000 feet, three miles Northeast of Betterton, 3:00 PM. Attack flight of three planes intercepted at 2:44 PM, just before reaching objective at Phillips Field. Group landed 4:00 PM.

	 
	 

	17 May 1930
	Group cleared airdrome 9:20 AM. Nine attack planes intercepted on outskirts of Baltimore 10:30 AM. Seven bombers intercepted 10:40 AM, one mile south of Sparrows Point, Maryland, and followed until group was reinforced by two flights patrolling in other portions of sector, after which eighteen P-1s delivered an attack four miles southwest of Phillips Field at 10:57. Group landed at 11:15 AM. In these maneuvers, no radio messages were sent to the pursuit unit once it had cleared the ground, and the interceptions were particularly difficult to make.

	 
	 

	19 May 1930
	Second Lieutenant Emmett O'Donnell transferred from Group Headquarters to 94th Squadron. 

	 
	 

	 
	Aberdeen flight returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	20 May 1930
	Second Lieutenant Harry E. Wilson transferred front Group Headquarters to 27th Squadron.

	 
	 

	23 May 1930
	94th Squadron, consisting of 19 officers in 19 P-1 airplanes under command of First Lieutenant Harry A. Johnson, departed Selfridge Field 9:10 AM for Groton, Connecticut, landing at Mitchell Field, New York, at 11:45 AM.

	 
	 

	24 May 1930
	94th Squadron departed Mitchell Field, New York, 2:15 PM, arrived Groton, Connecticut 3:15 PM.

	 
	 

	 
	Three C-9 airplanes transporting 22 enlisted men departed Selfridge Field 11:30 AM, arrived Groton, Connecticut, 4:55 PM, for participating in Minor Joint Army-Navy Exercises.

	 
	 

	26 May 1930
	Second Lieutenant Richard E. Cobb, 94th Squadron, transferred to Duncan Field, Texas.

	 
	 

	 
	Nineteen P-1 airplanes, under command First Lieutenant Harry A. Johnson, participated in first phase of joint Army Navy Exercises, acting as scouting fleet.

	 
	 

	27 May 1930
	During period 5:00 to 7:30 AM, the Group acted as Defending pursuit in repelling an air bombardment attack on Harbor Defenses of Long Island Sound. During the third phase, from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM, the defending pursuit delivered attacks on ground troops attempting landings on Long Island Sound.

	 
	 

	28 May 1930
	During the early hours of the morning, the pursuit group defended the New London Naval Station from aerial bombardment. Three P-l airplanes, under command of 2nd Lieut. Bryant L. Boatner, departed for Houghton, Michigan, to train ROTC candidates.

	 
	 

	29 May 1930
	Second Lieutenant Homer L. Sanders, 57th Squadron, transferred to Duncan Field, Texas.

	 
	 

	30 May 1930
	94th Pursuit Squadron departed Groton., Connecticut, 9:00 AM, arriving Mitchell Field, NY, 10:00 AM, departing Mitchell Field at 11:3.0 AM, the group arrived Selfridge Field 1:30 PM.

	 
	 

	31 May 1930
	Second Lieutenant Edward L. Anderson, A. C., 94th Squadron, resigned.

	 
	 

	 
	Houghton Field returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan. 

	 
	 

	 
	The transport flight, carrying the enlisted men who participated in the Army-Navy Exercises and had been forced back to Mitchell Field the previous day due to bad weather, departed Mitchell Field 9:05 AM, after being forced down at Hornell and Buffalo New York, on account of bad weather, arrived Selfridge Field, 4:25 PM.

	 
	 

	2 Jun 1930
	Twenty-one officers, eight enlisted men in twenty P-1s, and one C-9 airplane, under command Captain Victor H. Strahm, departed for Kingston, Ontario, Canada, to attend opening of Canadian National Air Meet. When the squadron dived over Kitchener, Ontario, Canada, Second Lieutenant Morley F. Slaght, Air Corps, 17th Squadron, was thrown out of the P-1B airplane he was piloting, and saved his life by resorting to his parachute.

	 
	 

	4 Jun 1930
	Canadian Flight returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan.

	 
	 

	6 Jun 1930
	Nineteen P-1 airplanes, one 0-2 airplane, twenty officers and one enlisted man, under command of Colonel Charles H. Danforth, Commanding Officer, Selfridge Field, departed for Brantford, Ontario, Canada, to attend dedication ceremony at Brantford Municipal Airport.

	 
	 

	 
	First Lieutenant Robert D. Moor transferred from Group Headquarters to 17th Pursuit Squadron and assumed command.

	 
	 

	 
	First Lieutenant Paul W. Wolf relieved command 17th Pursuit Squadron and transferred to Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	8 Jun 1930
	Brantford Flight returned to Selfridge Field. Second Lieutenant Charles A. Harrington, 27th Squadron, transferred to Panama Department.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Robert K. Giovannoli, Morley F. Slaght Minthorne W. Reed, Forest H. Malick, Air-Reserve, 17th Squadron relieved.

	 
	 

	8 Jun 1930
	Second Lieutenant Jarred V. Crabb, Carl R. Feldmann, 94th Squadron; Julius K. Lacey, Group Headquarters, and George F. McGuire, 27th Squadron, relieved.

	 
	 

	9 Jun 1930
	Six P-1 airplanes, under command Captain Victor H. Strahm, participated in dedication of airport at Elgin, Illinois.

	 
	 

	 
	Master Sergeant Patrick Foy, 17th Squadron, retired after 30 years service, after formal review and retreat.

	 
	 

	14 June 1930 
	Staff Sergeant Isaac McCaghran, 17th Squadron, died at Selfridge Field, Michigan.

	 
	 

	 
	Three P-1 airplanes, under command Captain Victor H. Strahm, departed for Mitchell Field, New York, to participate in Governor's Island Military Tournament and Garden Party.

	 
	 

	 
	Nine P-1 airplanes of the 27th Squadron commanded by First Lieutenant Paul W. Wolfe, participated in dedication of Royal Municipal Airport, Madison, Wisconsin.

	 
	 

	16 Jun 1930
	Second Lieutenant Carl R. Feldmann, appointed Second Lieutenant Regular Army and assigned 94th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant George F. McGuire commissioned and assigned 27th Squadron.

	 
	 

	17 Jun 1930
	Second Lieutenant Austin A. Straubel, 27th Squadron, transferred to 57th Squadron.

	 
	 

	18 June 1930 
	Forty-three officers, thirty-six enlisted men in 21 P-1s, 1 P-12B, and 4 C-9 airplanes, under command Major Gerald E. Brower, departed for Chicago, Illinois, to participate in Army Military Tournament and Exposition at Soldier's Field.

	 
	 

	21 Jun 1930
	Second Lieutenant Sidney J. Nelson, Air Corps, 17th Squadron, resigned.

	 
	 

	25 Jun 1930
	Second Lieutenant Carl R. Feldmann, Air Corps, 94th Squadron, seriously injured in crash of P-12B on landing at Curtiss Reynolds Airport, Chicago, Illinois.

	 
	 

	28 Jun 1930
	Second Lieutenant Jarred V. Crabb, commissioned and assigned Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	29 Jun 1930
	Second Lieutenant James R. Gray, Harold A. Kidster, Claude L. Brignall, Claris E. Johnson, Kenneth W. Mosher, Edgar C. Carlisle, Robert J. Hixson, Robert W. Humphreys, Francis I. Jacobs, John N. Pincomb, Lloyd L. Sailor, Felix Waitkus, Air-Reserve, attached to lst Pursuit Group.

	 
	 

	30 Jun 1930
	Chicago Military Tournament Flight returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	 
	Captain Roderick N. Ott transferred to Group Headquarters from 15th Observation Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	First Lieutenant Alden R., Crawford transferred from Group Headquarters to Wright Field, Ohio.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Kenyon Trevor, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, and Charles F. Scott, Jr. , Air-Reserve, 57th Squadron, relieved.

	 
	 

	1 Jul 1930
	First Lieutenant Neil B. Harind, 94th Squadron, transferred to Duncan Field, Texas. The Commanding Officer, First Pursuit Group, received the following letters of commendation:

"HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS AREA

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

30 June 1930

The Commanding Officer,

1st Pursuit Group, 

Selfridge Field, Michigan

I desire to commend you for your zeal and efficiency in contributing to the success of the Military Tournament and Exposition at Soldier Field, Chicago, Illinois.

This event has reflected the greatest credit upon the Army and has made a deep impression upon this community.

FRANK PARKER

Major General, U.S.A."

 

	 
	 

	 
	 

 

 

"NINTH NAVAL TRAINING DISTRICT

GREAT LAKES, ILLINOIS

30 June, 1930

The Commanding Officer

Selfridge Field, Michigan

On three occasions, the Commandant had the pleasure of seeing the planes from your field in formation during the Army show in Chicago, and he would like to have the Commanding Officer know that he is filled with admiration for the splendid formation work and excellent flying they did on all occasions.

The Commandant will appreciate very much if you will bring this letter to the attention of the pilots who w3re present in Chicago, and express his admiration to them for their excellent work.

D. O. LAKE

Captain, U.S.N.

Commandant 9th District"

	 
	 

	2 Jul 1930
	First Lieutenant Cecil E. Henry, 94th Squadron, transferred to Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant John Y. Sterling transferred from Group Headquarters to 17th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Kenneth A. Rogers transferred from17th Squadron to 57th Service Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Jarred V. Crabb, Group Headquarters, transferred to 94th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant John F. Egan assigned 17th Squadron.

	 
	 

	5 Jul 1930
	Seventeenth Pursuit Squadron designated as training organization for First Reserve Officer Training Camp, and forty-three Air Reserve and one Medical Reserve officers attached for training.

	 
	 

	7 Jul 1930
	Second Lieutenant Robert K. Giovannoli, Minthorne W. Reed, and Morley F. Slaaht commissioned in Regular Army and assigned 17th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Julius K. Lacey commissioned and assigned 57th Service Squadron.

	 
	 

	11 Jul 1930
	Second Lieutenant George B. McLellan, 94th Squadron, resigned.

	 
	 

	17 Jul 1930
	Second Lieutenant James H. Gray, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, relieved.

	 
	 

	19 Jul 1930
	First Reserve Officer Training Camp completed. Second Reserve Officer Training Camp placed under 27th Pursuit Squadron for training, and fifty Air-Reserve officers of the Fifth Corps Area attached for training.

	 
	 

	26 Jul 1930
	First Lieutenant Aubrey B. Ballard, Group Headquarters, transferred to 57th Service Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Thirteen officers, eighty-six enlisted men, and thirteen P-1B airplanes of the 17th Pursuit Squadron departed by air for Oscoda, Michigan, for aerial gunnery practice.

	 
	 

	29 Jul 1930
	Twelve P-12B airplanes, 94th Squadron, under command First Lieutenant Harry A. Johnson, participated in dedication of James Clements Airport, Bay City, Michigan.

	 
	 

	1 Aug 1930
	Second Reserve Officers Training Comp completed. Third Officers Training Camp placed under 94th Pursuit Squadron for training, and seventy officers of the Sixth Corps Area attached for active duty training.

	 
	 

	 
	Seven enlisted men, First Pursuit Group, placed on detached service at Camp Perry, Ohio, as scorers for National Rifle Matches.

	 
	 

	4 Aug 1930
	First Lieutenant John S. Griffith assigned 27th Squadron.

	 
	 

	15 Aug 1930
	Second Lieutenant Carl F. Theisen and Curtis E. LeMay, 27th Squadron, taxied P-1B airplanes into each other on landing from tactical problem.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant William R. White, Air-Reserve, attached 17th Squadron.

	 
	 

	16 Aug 1930
	Second Lieutenant Robert K. Giovannoli, 17th Squadron, transferred to Bolling Field, D. C.

	 
	 

	 
	Third Reserve Officers Training Camp completed.

	 
	 

	17 Aug 1930
	Fourth Reserve Officers Training Camp placed under 17th Pursuit Squadron for training, and seventy Air-Reserve officers of the Sixth Corps Area attached for active duty.

	 
	 

	18 Aug 1930
	First Lieutenant Tames E. Duke, Jr., 94th Squadron, transferred to Duncan Field, Texas.

	 
	 

	20 Aug 1930
	Captain Roderick N. Ott transferred to 57th Service Squadron from Group Headquarters and assumed command.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants John W. Kirby and Clarence F. Hegy transferred from 27th Pursuit Squadron to 57th Service Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Nine P-12F airplanes of the 94th Pursuit Squadron under First Lieutenant Harry A. Johnson participated in dedication ceremony of Kohler Airport, Kohler, Wisconsin.

	 
	 

	22 Aug 1930
	First Lieutenant Raymond E. Culbertson assigned 57th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Corporal Rudolph J. Baumgartner, 27th Squadron, died at Chicago, Illinois

	 
	 

	 
	Twenty-eight P-12B airplanes under command Captain Victor H. Strahrn departed for Chicago Municipal Airport to attend All-American Air Races.

	 
	 

	23 Aug 1930
	Private Ralph H. Cristy, 17th Squadron, died while on furlough at Terre Haute, Indiana.

	 
	 

	26 Aug 1930
	Second Lieutenant Arthur W. Meehand assigned 94th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Four P-1 airplanes and four officers placed on detached service at Langley Field, Virginia, in connection with aerial gunnery training.

	 
	 

	28 Aug 1930
	Seven officers departed for Seattle, Washington, to obtain seven P-12C airplanes for the First Pursuit Group.

	 
	 

	29 Aug 1930
	Captain Ross G. Hoyt assigned and assumed command of 17th Pursuit Squadron, relieving First Lieutenant Robert D. Moor.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant E. C. Davis, Jr., 14-day trainee, wrecked PT-1 on take-off at Selfridge Field 10:20 AM, but was not injured.

	 
	 

	30 Aug 1930
	Fourth Reserve Officers Training Camp completed.

	 
	 

	 
	Fifteen P-12B airplanes, 94th Squadron, under command Captain Harry A. Johnson departed for Cleveland, Ohio, to participate in National Air Races.

	 
	 

	2 Sep 1930
	Chicago Flight and Cleveland Flight returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan.

	 
	 

	 
	Six P-1B airplanes, 17th Squadron, under command Second Lieutenant Orrin L. Grover, departed for Sault Ste Marie, Michigan, to participate in field training of Second Infantry, Fort Brady, Michigan.

	 
	 

	3 Sept 1930 
	Second Lieutenant Arthur W. Meehan transferred from 94th Squadron to 57th Service Squadron.

	 
	 

	5 Sep 1930
	Second Lieutenant Paul M. Norman, Air-Reserve, attached 17th Squadron.

	 
	 

	6 Sep 1930
	Sault Ste Marie Flight returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	 
	As a result of the Annual Machine Gun and Bombing Competition at Langley Field, concluded this date, the following standing were published: First - Second Lieutenant Arnold T. Johnson, Air-Reserve, 807.8; Second Lieutenant Ernest K. Warburton, A. C., 744.2; Third - Second Lieutenant Austin A. Straubel, A. C., 725.3; Fourth place was taken by a Rockwell Field pilot, with a score of 539.0; and fifth place went to the 24th Pursuit Squadron, France Field, Panama, with a score of 332.3.

	 
	 

	10 Sep 1930 
	Ten P-12B airplanes, under command Major George H. Brett, Commanding Officer, Selfridge Field, Michigan, participated in dedication of Mukegon Airport, Michigan.

	 
	 

	12 Sep 1930
	Six P-12B airplanes, 27th Squadron, under command First Lieutenant Alden R. Crawford, departed for Baltimore, Maryland, to participate in 200th Founder's Day Celebration of that City.

	 
	 

	 
	Three P-12B airplanes, 17th Squadron, under command Second Lieutenant Emmett O'Donnell, participated in dedication of Williamson-Johnson Airport, Duluth, Minnesota.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Orrin L. Grover, 17th Squadron and Kenneth A. Rogers, 57th Squadron, transferred to Duncan Field, Texas.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants William R. White, Air-Reserve, 17th Squadron, Hand Lloyd L. Sailor, Air-Reserve, 27th Squadron, relieved.

	 
	 

	18 Sep 1930
	First Lieutenant Cecil E. Henry, transferred from Group Headquarters to 94th Squadron.

	 
	 

	19 Sep 1930
	Three P-1F airplanes, under command Captain Ross G. Hoyt, departed for Fort Snelling, Minnesota, to participate in Annual Military Show at that station.

	 
	 

	20 Sep 1930
	Second Lieutenant Norris B. Harbold assigned 94th Squadron.

	 
	 

	23 Sep 1930
	Fort Snelling Flight returned to Selfridge Field. Baltimore Flight returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	24 Sep 1930
	First Lieutenant Harry A. Johnson, leading nine P-12B airplanes of the 94th Squadron, departed for Washington, D. C., to participate in Air Corps Demonstration at Army War College.

	 
	 

	 
	Eight P-1C and one P-12B airplanes, under command Second Lieutenant Stuart P. Wright, departed for Cincinnati, Ohio, to participate in dedication ceremonies at Lunken Airport, Cincinnati, Ohio.

	 
	 

	25 Sep 1930
	Flight at Cincinnati proceeded to Washington, D. C., to join 94th Pursuit Squadron in demonstrations for Army War College.

	 
	 

	28 Sep 1930
	Washington Flight returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	30 Sep 1930
	Captain Rowland C. W. Blessley assigned to and assumed command of the 27th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Donald L. Putt, Edwin R. French, Lawrence W. Koons of the 17th Squadron; Austin A. Straubell Paul E. Shanahan, Paul M. Jacobs, and Francis H. Griswold, 57th Service Squadron; Norman D. Sillin, 27th Pursuit Squadron; and Jesse Auton and Durward 0. Lowry, 94th Pursuit Squadron, transferred to Air Corps Technical School, Chanute Field, Illinois

	 
	 

	1 Oct 1930
	Second Lieutenant Flint Garrison, Jr., 94th Squadron, transferred to Chanute Field, Illinois.

	 
	 

	 
	First Lieutenant John S. Griffith, 27th Squadron, transferred to Group Headquarters.

	 
	 

	2 Oct 1930
	Thirty-sixth Pursuit Squadron (8th Pursuit Group) organized at Selfridge Field, Michigan, under command of First Lieutenant Marion L. Elliott, Air Corps. Second Lieutenants John E. Egan, Thayer S. Olds, 17th Pursuit Squadron; Norman B. Olsen, 27th Pursuit Squadron; and Louis A. Vztupre, 94th Pursuit Squadron, transferred to 36th Pursuit Squadron. Second Lieutenants, Air-Reserve, Claude L. Brignall, John M. Pincomb, and Claris E. Johnson, transferred from lst Pursuit Group to 36th Pursuit Squadron and attached. One-hundred and one enlisted men transferred from 17th, 27th, and 94th Pursuit Squadrons to 36th Pursuit Squadron, and squadron assigned barracks number five, formerly occupied by the 15th Observation Squadron.

	 
	 

	4 Oct 1930
	Major General Frank Parker, Commanding General, Sixth Corps Area, visited Group and presented Second Lieutenant Carl I. Feldmann with a gold watch. The Group formed at 2:15 PM to attend the ceremony. Immediately following the ceremony, the General departed, escorted by the available planes of the First Pursuit Group for Wayne County Airport, Romulous, Michigan, to dedicate the new Wayne County Airport and install the 107th Observation Squadron, Michigan National Guard in their new quarters.

	 
	 

	5 Oct 1930
	The 17th Pursuit Squadron, consisting of eighteen officers and seven enlisted men in six P-1Cs and 12 P-12Bs and one C-9 airplanes, under command of Captain Ross G. Hoyt, departed for Boston, Massachusetts, to participate in National Convention of the American Legion.

	 
	 

	10 Oct 1930
	The Boston Flight returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	13 Oct 1930
	Second Lieutenant Edward H. Underhill, 94th Squadron, transferred to March Field, California.

	 
	 

	14 Oct 1930
	Eight officers of the Group departed for Seattle, Washington, to obtain eight new P-12D airplanes for the First Pursuit Group.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants Mark Hopkins, Robert C. Merrill, Roy H. Heiman, and William R. Allemang, Air-Reserve, attached to the First Pursuit Group.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenants William B. Poe, Monty J. Tennes, and Edgar M. Scattergood, Air-Reserve, attached 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	22 Oct 1930
	Forty-four officers, eight enlisted men in thirty P-12B and 12 P-1C and 1 C-9 airplanes, under command Major General Gerald E. Brower, departed for Chicago, Illinois, to participate in review for General Charles P. Summerall, U. S. Army, retiring Chief of Staff.

	 
	 

	23 Oct 1930
	Chicago Flight returned to Selfridge Field.

	 
	 

	 
	 

	24 Oct 1930
	Commander:

Chicago, Illinois, 23 Oct, 1930.

I desire to make of record especially my commendation and admiration of the performance of the air corps units at the Air Review on the occasion of the lunch tendered me in Chicago on October 22nd. In spite of the unfavorable weather conditions, the squadrons presented the most perfect and orderly skill in training and maneuvering their planes. The repeated passages in symmetrical formation Find thoroughly coordinated evolutions are a tribute to the officers who participated in them. To me it was a special honor to have this review on the eve of my retirement as Chief of Staff.

C. P. SUMIVERALL,

General, U. S. A."

	 
	 

	25 Oct 1930
	Six P-1 airplanes of the 17th Squadron, under command Second Lieutenant Norris B. Harbold, A. C. departed for Scott Field, Illinois, to demonstrate Air Corps Pursuit tactics to Boy Scout Encampment.

	 
	 

	 
	First Lieutenant Walter E. Richards, 57th Squadron, transferred to Mather Field, California

	 
	 

	27 Oct 1930
	Scott Field Flight returned.

	 
	 

	 
	Distinguished Aerial Gunnery Badge won at Langley Field, Virginia, presented to Second Lieutenant Albert T. Johnson, Air-Reserve, 94th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	4 Nov 1930
	Eighteen P-12B Airplanes under command Captain Victor H. Strahm, departed for Washington, D. C., to participate in ceremony incident to awarding of the Congressional Medal of Honor to Colonel Edward V. Rickenbacker, Specialist-Reserve, formerly First Lieutenant, 94th Aero Squadron, for heroism in action at Billy, France.

	 
	 

	5 Nov 1930
	Second Lieutenant Robert C. Merrill, Roy H. Heiman, Air-Reserve, transferred from Group Headquarters to 17th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant William R. Allemang, Air-Reserve, transferred from Group Headquarters to 27th Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Hugh 0. Coleman, Air-Reserve, transferred from Group Headquarters to 94th Squadron.

	 
	 

	6 Nov 1930
	Congressional Medal of Honor awarded to Colonel Edward V. Rickenbacker, Specialist-Reserve, by Secretary of War, at Bolling Field, D. C. Ceremony attended by pilot personnel of the 94th Pursuit Squadron, A. C.

	7 Nov 1930
	94th Pursuit Squadron returned from Washington, D.C.

	 
	 

	8 Nov 1930
	Second Lieutenant Edgar M. Scattergood, Air-Reserve, 36th Pursuit Squadron, relieved.

	 
	 

	13 Nov 1930
	All officers of the First Pursuit Group attended the reception in honor of Rear Admiral Byrd, U. S. N., at Hudson's Store, Detroit, Michigan.

	 
	 

	15 Nov 1930
	Second Lieutenant Mark Hopkins, Jr. , Air-Reserve, transferred from Group Headquarters to 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant John M. Sterling, 17th Squadron, escaped injury in crash of P-12C airplane at Myerville, Maryland, while on aviation training flight.

	 
	 

	22 Nov 1930
	Mitchell Trophy Races held at Selfridge Field, Michigan. Due to shortage of airplanes, 9 P-6A airplanes of the 36th Pursuit Squadron, and 9 P-1C airplanes of the 27th Pursuit Squadron were entered in the race and the P-1C airplanes given time handicap. Second Lieutenant Louis A. Vaupre, 36th Pursuit Squadron, in P-1C airplane at average speed of 146.1 MPH first. Second Lieutenant Frank J. Coleman, 36th Pursuit Squadron, who was leading during entire race, wrecked P-6A on North River Road near field, 4:15 PM while on last lap. The following commendation was received:

"WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF THE AIR CORPS

WASHINGTON

17 Nov 1930

The Commanding Officer

lst Pursuit Group, A.C.

l. The flight of the First Pursuit Group from Selfridge Field to Spokane during the month of January 1930 was an event of major importance to the Air Corps. The important lessons learned, of the feasibility of moving pursuit units long distances in midwinter, and of the suitability of present equipment for such flying, have more than justified the expenditure of the time and effort involved. What has been learned from this flight will prove of great value in future operations under similar conditions.

2. In view of the exceptionally fine record made by the First Pursuit Group and in the course of this flight, it is desired herewith to express commendation of its remarkable performance.

BEN J. FOULOIS,

Major General,

Chief of Air Corps"

	 
	 

	25 Nov 1930 
	Second Lieutenant Clarence F. Hegy, 57th Squadron, Herbert H. Tellman, 94th Squadron, transferred to 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Felix Waitkus, Air-Reserve, 94th Squadron, transferred to 36th Pursuit Squadron.

	 
	 

	 
	Six P-1 airplanes, 27th Pursuit Squadron, under command of Second Lieutenant Roger M. Ramey, A.C., participated in dedication of Transcontinental Airport, Toledo, Ohio.

	 
	 

	28 Nov 1930
	Twelve P-12C airplanes, 17th Squadron, under command First Lieutenant Robert D. Moor, departed for Chicago, Illinois, to participate in airport dedications at Sky Harbor and Chicago Municipal Airports.

	 
	 

	30 Nov 1930
	Chicago Flight returned to Selfridge Field, Michigan.

	 
	 

	1 Dec 1930
	One P-12A, fifteen P-12B airplanes of the First Pursuit Group, transferred to Mather Field, California, for use of the 20th Pursuit Group, Air Corps, recently organized at that station.

	 
	 

	2 Dec 1930
	Second Lieutenant Llewellyn O. Ryan, 17th Squadron, and Second Lieutenant Edward H. Underhill, 94th Squadron, forced to jump by parachute, 2:25 PM, near Muttonville, Michigan, after P-12B airplanes were disabled after collision during combat maneuvers.

	 
	 

	3 Dec 1930
	Second Lieutenant Frank J. Coleman, 36th Squadron, ferrying P-12B airplane to Mather Field, escaped injury in crash at Howe, Texas.

	 
	 

	 
	Second Lieutenant Emmett F. Yost, 27th Squadron, uninjured in wreck of A-3 airplane of 57th Squadron at Ford Airport, Dearborn, Michigan.

	 
	 


